The Power of the tongue

Prov 18.20 A man's stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his mouth, [From] the produce of his lips he shall be filled.   21 Death and life [are] in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.  

Jesus’ example
Death - fig tree

Life - Lazarus

Jesus in the wilderness vs. the devil – Responded to the devil with scripture. The devil fled.

Example from today - Karen carpenter’s death.  People called her a nickname which entailed “Chubby”.  She died of anorexia.  Did the Words themselves kill her?  No, but they were the catalyst that pushed her emotional inadequacy.  If the people who called her these things had never said them (though they may have thought them), she may have not died.  So the thinking and the actually saying can have two different effects.  This is why David asked God that the meditations of his heart AND the words of his mouth be pleasing.

Words are a reflection of the heart.  

-Empty Words mean nothing. Naturally our hearts should cause our mouth to speak. Our faith is released in our words.

Matt 15:8 “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.”

Luke 6:45  “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh”

2 Cor 4:13  We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;

1) Cornerstone of our existence is formed by words.  (Creation through consummation)
Gen 1:3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

Ps 18:15  Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

Ps 33:6  By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.

Heb 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power…

Rom 4:17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,)before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.

Isa 11:4  But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

- Jesus taught that our proverbial “Mountains” should respond to what we say if mixed with faith

Mark 11.23 "For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.  

- We are told that believers would cast out demons (Mark 16:17) and the spirits are subject to us (Luke 10:20).  Note:  Some physical ailments, as we will see, were directly associated with a spirit.  How do we exercise this authority?  As Jesus did, right?  Jesus rebuked fevers and cast out devils.  How was this done?  He spoke to the issue or demon.  He also rebuked natural things, like storms, and even the red sea (Psalm 106:9, Mk 4:39).  These things responded to Him.  When the devil tempted Jesus, He fled after Jesus resisted Him with scripture.  James tells us to resist the enemy and he will flee (James 4). Should we not do it as Jesus did?  We are commanded to be “imitators” of God (Eph 5:1).  We are also told that we would do the works Jesus did (John 14:12).

Mat 8:16  When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 17  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.

Mat 8: 8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed…10  When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel….13  And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.

Mark 5:7  And [The demon] cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

8  For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.
Mr 9:25  When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him
Lu 4:35  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not

Lu 9:  38  And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child. 39  And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him.…42  And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father.

Lu 4:39  And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose and ministered unto them.

Rebuke (epitimao): 4) to tax with fault, rate, chide, rebuke, reprove, censure severely 

4a) to admonish or charge sharply

2) Words affect us in the future
Matt 12:33 " Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by [its] fruit.   34 "Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.   35 "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things 36 "But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.   37 "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."  

3) They release or hinder the work of God in our lives
Example of Israel

Num 14 .28 "Say to them, 'As I live,' says the LORD, 'just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you:   

Num 21.7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD that He take away the serpents from us." 

Hos 14:2  “Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, ‘Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips.3  Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy.’”

Example of God’s response to Daniel’s words

Dan 10:12  Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.

4) They have potential for great good or great harm
prov 13.2 A man shall eat well by the fruit of [his] mouth, But the soul of the unfaithful feeds on violence.   3 He who guards his mouth preserves his life, [But] he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.  

prov 16.28 A perverse man sows strife, And a whisperer separates the best of friends.  

Words can inspire faith or doubt

eg-joshua's report in the land.

prov 15.23 A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, And a word [spoken] in due season, how good [it is!]  

5.They affect our health
prov 16:24 Pleasant words [are like] a honeycomb, Sweetness to the soul and health to the bones.  

Prov 4:20 My son, attend to my words….22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. {health: Heb. medicine}

Prov 10:11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.

6. Can grieve the Spirit of God
eph 4.30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.   31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.  

7. Can direct, destroy

James 3.1-12 Parallels with the Tongue

-Bit and the rudder (ship). Tongue has the power to direct.

4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires.   5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things.  

-Fire and the beast - words cause a fire

…See how great a forest a little fire kindles!  6 And the tongue [is] a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.   7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind.   8 But no man can tame the tongue. [It is] an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

-Fountain and the tree - produces good wise things

8.Can make the heart of God rejoice
prov 23:16 Yes, my inmost being will rejoice when your lips speak right things.  

We should:

1. Jas 1.19-20 - speak less listen more.

Eccl 5:1 Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil.   2 Do not be rash with your mouth, And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God [is] in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let your words be few.  . .  6 Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before the messenger [of God] that it [was] an error. Why should God be angry at your excuse and destroy the work of your hands?   7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words [there is] also vanity. But fear God.  

2. Study ho to answer

prov 15.28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, But the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.  

3. Teach your mouth

prov 16.23 The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, And adds learning to his lips.  

4. Answer softly

Prov 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.   2 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, but the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.  

5. Ask God for help

psa 141.3 3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.  

psa 19.14 Let the words of my mouth AND the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.  

prov 12.18 There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, But the tongue of the wise [promotes] health.  

eph 5.4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.  

Put God's words in our mouth. Speak forth the victory God promised the righteous.
Isa 54.17 No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every tongue [which] rises against you in judgment You shall condemn. This [is] the heritage of the servants of the LORD, And their righteousness [is] from Me," Says the LORD.  

