What Must I Do To Be Saved?

The Bible’s Answer To Man’s Problem

Gods Existence Is Evident
Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20)

When you wake up every morning, do ever think about the intelligence and artistry of the design of the universe; the patterns of seasons; the intricate network of the human body; the beauty of a sunset; the crashing waves of the ocean; the smell of a rose?  God tells us in the above verse that He made it obvious to us that creation has a creator.  The Word of God clearly shows that He is real and manifests His inspiration of the Bible.  Are you ready to accept that God is real?

Humans Have A God-Given Conscience
Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them. (Romans 2:14-15)

Do you ever say “That’s just not right” or “There is so much evil in this world”?  God has placed within every person the “law written on their hearts”.  This is why you have a conscience.  Have you done something contrary to your conscience that made you feel guilty?  It may have been God telling you not to do it.

God’s Creation Is Responsible To Him
So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. (Rom 14:12)
Did you ever think about how all of creation, besides men, consistently does exactly what God demands (ie. Seasons, Daylight/Darkness, Laws of Physics, etc.)?  All of creation abides by God’s laws except man.  God is love, and He created man with free will, so that man could love Him.  Without free will, it would be forced love, like that of a robot.  In giving man free will, God allowed the possibility of rejection (disobedience).  The ability to love must be accompanied with the ability to reject.  They go together. God then had to make us responsible for what we do.  Do you realize that you are responsible to God for your actions?

Man’s Actions Are Measured Against God’s Standards, Not Man’s
You judge by human standards…. But if I [Jesus] do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. (John 8:15-16)

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.  (Proverbs 14:12)
Do you know that if you were a product of random chance, and no standard of truth existed, there would be no such thing as “right” or “wrong”, but only “what works for society”?  Since God did create us and we are responsible to Him, we must abide by His standards.  Have you sought God’s will before acting or have you done whatever “seems” okay or makes you feel good?

Mankind Chose To Disobey God, Leading To Corruption, Sin, And Suffering
Wherefore, as by one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. (Romans 5:12)

"Cursed is the ground because of you [Adam]; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you,and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return."…. (Genesis 3:17-19)

And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant-breakers….. (Rom 1:28-31)
Do you think God could have made a better creation, without suffering and pain?  Creation was perfect until man chose to sin, creating a curse on all of creation, including death, suffering, pain, immorality, and disasters.  Sure we can blame Adam, but we would have all done the same thing.  He represented all of us.  Do you now realize that God is not the problem, His creation is?

All Of Mankind Became Corrupted By The Sin Of The First Created Human – Adam
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. (Psalm 51:5)

There is none that doeth good, no, not one. (Rom 3:12)
For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners (Rom 5:19)

Do you think you are a “good” person?  What does “good” mean to you?  The Word of God tells us that there is none righteous.  We all were born sinners because of Adam’s sin.  Are you willing to humble yourself and realize that you are not inherently good?
God Must Judge Sin Or He Is Not Just
I will punish you as your deeds deserve, declares the LORD. (Jeremiah 21:14)
For the wages of sin is death…... (Romans 6:23)

Would God be a fair God if He didn’t judge sin?  When someone commits murder, shouldn’t they be judged in a court of law? When a child lies to his parents, should he be disciplined?  God is the same.  If He were tolerant of sin, He would not be a Holy God.  There have to be consequences for actions or else mankind would have destroyed itself a long time ago.  Picture what the world would be like without military, government, law, and educational systems.  It would be complete anarchy.  Fear of punishment keeps “sinful” mankind from destroying itself in the physical realm.  God has to do the same in the spiritual realm.

Sin Cannot Enter The Glorious Presence Of God
You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil;   with you the wicked cannot dwell. (Psalm 5:4)

For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)

Your [God’s] eyes are too pure to look on evil;(Habakkuk 1:13)

But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear. (Isaiah 59:2)
God is perfectly holy and resides in heavenly glory.  That place of glory would not still be full of glory if sin and corruption were allowed to enter it.  Sin is evil and God is too pure to abide with evil.  In light of this, Hell, or eternal separation from God, is the only alternative.  Imagine dirt (sinful humans) and clear water (Pure God).  Mix the two together and you get mud or at best dirty water.  Sin cannot enter Heaven and corrupt it.  It needs to remain pure.  Too many people think of this big fire that God loves to cast the unbelievers in.  If we choose to remain sinners, which we are by nature, we have given Him no choice but to separate us from Him. Do you understand that sin has no place in Heaven and must be eternally separated from God?

Good Deeds Cannot Reconcile You With God
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20)

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. (James 2:10)

The most religious, nicest, most honest, most giving people you can think of have sinned.  Their good works do not make them any less of a sinner.  Too many people think that refraining from really “bad” things means that you are “good”.  Our idea of “good” is different than God’s. Have you thought that by doing religious deeds or being a “good person”, you would go to heaven? Do you really think you have followed the Ten Commandments?  Jesus said:

 “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.”  (Mat 5:27-28)
 “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill…But I say unto you, …..whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment”  (Mat 5:21-22)

Only The Shedding Of Blood Can Reconcile Man With God
Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. (Heb 9:22)

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.(Lev 17:11)
As mentioned earlier, we know that “the wages of sin is death” because sin cannot abide with God in Heaven.  So here is the main question:  How do we get rid of this problem called “sin”?  It seems like a Catch-22.  Adam sinned and we all by nature have received Adam’s nature because he represented mankind as a whole.  This is called the “imputing” of sin.  His sins are “imputed” to all of us.  How do we stop this?  God originally set up a sacrificial system in the time of Moses (~1400 BC) to temporarily cover people’s sins.  In this system, people had to sacrifice animals to “temporarily cover” their sins each year.  Why?  This was God’s decision.  The only speculation could be that since our entire life was corrupted and Leviticus 17:11 says, “The life of the flesh is in the blood,” it’s possible that to restore life, blood may be required.  The person making the sacrifice was to find a “clean” animal, place his hands on the animal (representative of  “imputing” his sins to the animal), and then kill it because “the wages of sin is death”.  But was this the real answer?  No, it was not.  Did it truly take away the sin?  No, it did not.  Hebrews 10:4 tells us that “it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.”  Could they have sacrificed a “good” man?  No, that will not work either.  Psalm 49:7 tells us that “No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him.” Any person that would die for humanity would have Adam’s sin nature as well. So his blood is not good enough.  So now what?

God Made A Way For You 

…Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures. (1 Cor 15:3-4)
…..We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (Heb10:10)

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (Philippians 2:8)
You know that it was not with perishable things….you were redeemed…..but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. (1 Peter 1:18-19)

but [Jesus] was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (Heb 4:15)
For he hath made him  [Jesus Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
In light of humanity’s helplessness, God had to intervene.  It only makes sense that God Himself had to become a man, be sinless, bear all of man’s sins, and be judged once and for all for the sin of mankind.  Out of humility and love, He became the “perfect” lamb that was sacrificed. His blood was perfect. Being born of a virgin, He did not have “Adam’s” nature like the rest of us.  He was crucified on a cross as a criminal. Think about it.  Every sin you have ever committed helped pound the nails into His wrists and ankles.  Do you realize that Christ died for you? Do you realize that by Christ’s defeat of death, you can have eternal life?
God Did It Because He Loves You And Wants You To Be Saved
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. (2 Pet 3:9)

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,4  who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.(1 Tim 2:3-4)
Did you know that God loves you with an unconditional love and He wants to be reconciled with you? That’s why He made the provision of salvation for you. Nothing can separate you from God’s love. This is what led Him to the cross to die for you. He’s calling you to come home. Quit trying to find happiness in the temporary things of this life. It will all fade away someday, a lot sooner than you think.  Think eternally.  God’s love will bring you a true eternal joy.  Come home. How?  Read on.

Man Can Now Be Reconciled To God By Repenting And Having Faith In Christ As Their Lord And Saviour
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. (Eph 2:8)

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Romans 10:13)

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth, the Lord Jesus,and shalt believe in thine heart God hath raised him from the dead thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. ...  (Romans 10:9-10)  

For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.… (2 Corinthians 7:10)

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. (Isa 55:7)

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. (Isa 55:7)

Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out (Ac 3:19)
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:15)

Do you realize right now that you are a sinner? Do you know that God will accept you right now because of what Jesus did? You don’t have to try to clean yourself up first.  Are you ready to “repent”, or turn away from sin and ask for God’s forgiveness, place your faith in Christ as your Lord and Savior, and deny yourself and live for Him?  If so, call upon His name out of sincerity and acknowledge that you are lost without Him.  Confess that He is your Lord and believe that He died for you and rose again that you may have eternal life.  Ask Him to come into your heart and be the Lord of your life and change you.  If you did this and truly meant it, you are saved!! Yes, it’s that simple. He already paid the price for you as a free gift.  
The Results Of The Decision You Just Made Are Awesome
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! (Romans 5:9)

I tell you the truth; he who believes has everlasting life. (John 6:47)

Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption. (Eph 1:13-14)

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.… (Galatians 5:22-24)

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of him. (1 John 5:14-15)
If you truly gave your life to Christ, you are forgiven, justified, and reconciled to God.  You have everlasting life.  God has recreated your spirit.  You are a new person in Christ. He just sealed you with the Holy Spirit, who will guide you, make you more like Christ, empower you to overcome sinful desires and tell others about Christ, and fill you with the fruits of the spirit.  You have a faithful Father you can pray to who will answer you.  You have entered a personal relationship.

The Next Step
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. (Rom 12:1-2)

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. (Rom 12:9)

Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. (Rom 13:14)

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes……take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. (Ephesians 6:10-17)
Just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith. (Rom 1:17)
