The Law of Identification

Jesus’ identification with us:

I)  Identification of the flesh:  We identify with Adam from the beginning, we all legally have his nature, so when he sinned we all sinned and are born with sin (Psalm 51:5).  Jesus had to identify with us by becoming flesh.

Heb 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;

II)  Identification of Sin Nature:  Jesus had to identify with our sin nature by becoming sin on the cross.

2 Cor 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Isa 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

III)  Identification of Judgement:  Jesus had to identify with our judgement.  He had to pay our price by being separated from the Father and making His grave with the wicked in Hell.

Isa 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

Ps 88:4 I am counted with them that go down into the pit: I am as a man that hath no strength: 5 Free among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more: and they are cut off from thy hand. 6 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. 

7 Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves……….15 I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up: while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted.  [Definitely speaking prophetically of Jesus]

Ac 2:24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. 25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

According to the above scripture, Jesus would not stay in Hell because it was not possible that he should lay holden of it.  Neither would His flesh see corruption.  This only could be speaking of Jesus, the only person whose flesh saw no corruption or decay in the grave.  Jesus went to Hell for us, but did not remain there.

Ro 10:6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)

To reinforce the idea, the word “deep” in the above verse is the Greek word Abussos (ab'-us-sos) which means “abyss or bottomless pit”.  This same word is used for “bottomless pit” in the following verse, clearly referring to Hell:

Re 20:1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,

In Gethsemane, Jesus did not sweat blood and have fear over physical death.  Martyrs, such as Stephen, faced physical death with confidence.  Was Jesus scared of physical death?  NO.  The grief he experienced was the approaching separation from the Father He would suffer in Hell as He paid for our sins.  During this time the Father would look away and forsake the Son until justice was served.

IV)  Identification of Reconciliation:  Jesus was the first to be justified of men.  He was separated from God, as noted above.  He then had to be reconciled with God again.  He was the first to be born again and reconciled from spiritual separation from God.  We then identify with this in our reconciliation to God when we become saved. Obviously, Jesus was not the firstborn from the dead physically.  We know that people had risen from the dead prior to that (eg. Lazarus).  Therefore He was the firstborn spiritually after separation from God.

Ac 13:33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  [Jesus re-begotten after spiritual separation from the Father]
Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature [firstborn prior to separation from the Father]…….18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead [firstborn after separation from the Father]; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

V)  The dethroning of Satan:  Jesus made a public show of Satan in His triumph over him, spoiling His power.  Mankind had from the fall been separated from God legally, according to the handwriting of ordinances against us in the high courts of Heaven.  But, praise God, the handwriting of ordinances was blotted out and nailed to the cross and forgiveness is available for all who accept Christ as Savior. 

Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

6 Points of identification we have with Jesus:

I) Crucifixion - We legally were crucified with Him

Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

II) Death - We legally died with Christ

Rom 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 

III) Burial - We legally were buried with Christ

Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

IV) Made Alive - We legally are made alive with Christ

Eph 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins

Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ

V) Raised Up - We legally are raised up with Christ

Eph 2:6A And hath raised us up together

How are we raised up with Christ?  How does the legal become vital? The following verse answers this.

Rom 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Since Jesus died and was justified and raised up, we must wholeheartedly recognize that we are sinners with the Adamic nature and then recognize that God raised Jesus from spiritual death for our iniquities.  This belief must be accompanied with confessing Jesus as our personal Lord.  Lord over our whole entire being.  This entails repenting from our old ways and yielding to His perfect work in our lives.  At this point we are legally justified in the sight of the high courts of Heaven.  Our sins are completely removed because Jesus, the only righteous man, paid the penalty for everyone.  Also at this point, the awesome prophecy of Ezekiel 36:26-27 occurs:  “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.”  We were once created from the dust of the earth.  We are now “created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10).  II Peter 1:4 tells us he gives us a new nature:  “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  II Corinthians 5:17 tells us we are a “new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  Our mentality therefore must be one of renewal and freedom.  Of course we still have the outer flesh to deal with.  I Corinthians 15:44 tells us there is a natural man (outer man or flesh) and a spiritual man (inner man).  Our inner man, that new creation, is free from the sinful nature.  In Romans 7:14-24, Paul speaks of the warfare that continues between the divine nature of love (the inner man) and the selfish nature of the flesh (outer man).  He says, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  He answers himself in verse 25:  “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”  We need the mentality of the flesh, which is accustomed to serving the law of sin, to line up with the newly created mind of Christ, which serves the law of God.  In Romans 12:1 Paul exhorts the Romans, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies [outer man] a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”  Why is it our reasonable service to clean up our “outer man”?  Because our inner man is created to be like Christ.  Colossians 3:10 tells us we have “put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him.”  Why do we need to renew our mind to be transformed on the “outside”?  1 John 3:8 states, “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.”  We can’t keep confessing that we are still unworthy sinners merely saved by grace.  Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Luke 6:45).  If we continually confess that we are sinners, that is what will manifest in our lives, sin and condemnation.  In the natural (the flesh) we were unworthy sinners.  Our newly created divine nature does not abide in the natural any more.  What we need to confess is:  “the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”  We should elevate our mind to that of victory over sin.  The Son of God destroyed the works of the devil and the law of sin and death.  We are legal heirs to what He did.  Legally, we went through crucifixion, death, burial, quickening, resurrection, and heavenly ascension with Christ.  We need to know this, confess it, believe it, and let the Holy Spirit manifest it in our lives.  I Corinthians 3:18 tells us that by the Holy Spirit we are changed into the same image of the Lord from glory to glory.  This is again referring to the “outer man”.  The inner man is already a new creation.  God then changes us from the inside out.  We must know it, confess it, and believe it.  This is the only way to destroy the power of sin over our flesh and let God sanctify us.

VI) Seated in Heavenly places (at the right hand of the Father) - We legally are in heavenly places with Christ

Eph 2:6B And made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus

The above verse is referring to now, legally, and not an eschatological hope in the future.  We know this because Verse 7, below, switches to the eschatological future sense.

Eph 2:7 That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

What is Jesus doing at the Father’s right hand?  He is waiting until every enemy is conquered and made a footstool. 

Ac 2:34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 

Heb 1:13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?

Where do we fit in as identifying with this? Since we are legally at His right side, we exercise the authority over the enemy. We are His body, which He works through to overcome every principality, power, might, dominion, and name so that all things will be put under His feet as a footstool.  We are in spiritual warfare everyday of our lives according to Ephesians 6:12.

Eph 1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all 

Because of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, we legally sit with Him in Heavenly places, above all principality, power, might, dominion, and every name.  So we can resist the enemy and He will flee from us (Jas 4:7) and we have authority over the power of the enemy (Lk 10:19).  That’s why Jesus promised those who believe in Him would do the works He did and even greater works (Jn 14:12).  We can boldly speak against those “mountains” (trials and temptations) the enemy places in our way (Mk 11:23-24).  Jesus Himself was tempted.  The Holy Spirit led Him to the wilderness to be tempted. But who did the tempting? The devil.  He overcame the enemy by speaking the Word.  Though we may be led to a place of trial or temptation by the Holy Spirit, God tempts no man (Jas 1:13).  James 1:12 tells us “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation”.  The word for temptation is Peirasmos.  James 1:13, which tells us God tempts no man, uses the same word in verb form.  He may let the enemy tempt and try us, but we should do what Jesus did, boldly confess the Word of God.  In allowing trial and temptation, God’s intention is to put our full trust in Him (2 Cor 1:9).  He will also help us when we are tested (Heb 2:18), will not let us be “tried” (Same word Peirasmos) beyond what we can handle (2 Cor 10:13a), and give us an escape (2 Cor 10:13b).  This is why James 1:2 admonishes us to rejoice when we face trials (Peirasmos ).  They allow us to mature in faith.  We legally were there each step of the way in Christ’s victory and therefore identify with His victory.  Sin, sickness, and strongholds, all a result of the curse, have no dominion over us.  They did not exist before the fall and will not exist in our eschatological state.  Legally we have been redeemed from the curse of the Law (Galatians 3:13).  We were once slaves to the Law of sin and death, but Romans 8:2 tells us about a new Law, a higher law of the Spirit of life in Christ: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.”  So legally, or positionally, we reign as of one with Christ (Heb 2:11) as kings (Col 1:13, Rev 1:6), royal priests (I Pet 2:9, Rev 1:6), and His brethren (Heb 2:11).  By faith, the positional becomes practical in our daily lives.  By faith we can boldly break free from sin, sickness, strongholds, poverty, and any other thing the enemy tries to destroy us with.  We live under a higher law.

