Fallacy #1:  The Law, the Prophets and the Writings (which make up the entire Old Testament or TaNaKh) are a symbolic language, which can only be interpreted by those with eyes to see and ears to hear (those that understand the symbolisms through divine revelation)

While I agree that there is definite symbolism in the Old Testament, I would say that most of the Old Testament is a historical narrative.  All of the people and places were real.  Noah’s flood actually occurred.  Were many of these events foreshadows and types of the future ministry of Christ?  Yes, they were.  For example, Peter tells us that Noah’s salvation by the ark was typical of our salvation (1 Pet 3:21).  However, I wouldn’t seek to find symbolic meaning in every sentence unless there is sufficient evidence in the New Testament that something in the Old Testament served symbolic purpose (e.g. Galatians 4:22-24).

This brings me to the subject of parables.  Matthew 13:10-16 clearly tells us the twofold purpose of Jesus’ parables.  The purpose of parables is twofold.  First, it is to reveal a gospel truth to those who have a disposition to receive it (“whosoever hath to him shall it be given”). Secondly, it is to conceal the gospel truth from those who do not have the disposition to receive it (“whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away”).  So who has this disposition to receive truth – prophets only?  No.  Super spiritual people only?  No.  Those who will be given illumination are the humble.  Jesus prayed to the father:  “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes” (Mt 11:25).  The disciples were not very spiritual at all.  They had a lot of misunderstanding about who Jesus was.  Every time He would teach them about discipleship, they would misunderstand him (e.g. Mk 9:31-32).  After witnessing Jesus feed 5000, they lacked the faith for the same miracle again (Compare 14:17ff with Mt 15:32ff).  They were not new creations yet – For the rebirth was not possible until after Christ was glorified.  They were still “natural” men who could not really perceive much spiritual truth (1 Cor 2:14).  So how did these humble babes learn the meanings of the parables?  It’s simple.  Christ taught them the meaning of them in private:  “And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it. But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples” (Mk 4:33-34).  The explanations Jesus gave to his disciples are not all documented in the scriptures.  However, the meanings of the first few parables are explained and documented (Mt 13:18ff, Mt 13:37ff), and Jesus claims that all other parables can be understood if these are understood (Mk 4:13).  Praise God that we are in a different dispensation than the disciples.  They did not have New Birth, or accompanying indwelling Spirit (Jn 14:16-17).  We now have the Spirit, who guides us into all truth (Jn 16:13), and teaches us “all things” (Jn 14:26); The “anointing” that dwells in us, such that we know “all things” (1 Jn 2:27).  This illumination comes through a personal study of the scripture (2 Tim 3:16-17), which is secondarily supplemented by the instruction of those in the offices of teacher, prophet, apostle, etc.  And teachings by these individuals must be judged by that inner anointing (1 Cor 14:29, 1 Jn 2:26-27).  
We must not seek too much symbolism in parables, as they are intended to convey one main point.  In addition, not all scripture can be treated like a parable.  A parable is a specific genre of literature used for a specific purpose, and was normally introduced as such (“hear another parable” – Mt 21:33), or introduced with the statement “the kingdom of heaven is like”.  The New Testament epistles are not parables, nor should they be treated as such.  Jesus taught in parables specifically because He was concealing the kingdom from the wicked generation who would crucify Him.  For had He revealed the mystery to them, they would not have crucified Him (1 Cor 2:7-8).  We are in the church age now – the age of the public proclamation of the Gospel to the nations.  The “cat is out of the bag”.  This is a good segue into a discussion of the “mysteries”.
Fallacy #2:  The Early Church initiated new converts into the mysteries of the Gospel of the kingdom.  This is how the Early Church grew and walked in power and authority.  Many of the writings of the Early Church fathers substantiate and convey the relevance of the teaching of the mysteries.  

A preoccupation with modern day Gospel mysteries was not the intention of the New Testament.  The New Era of the Gospel cannot be directly compared to the Old Era of the Law.   Sure, in the Old Testament, the prophets were the primary revealers of God’s mysterious doings (Amos 3:7).  However, the cross was a major division in human history and in God’s government.  In the New Testament, the office of prophecy is primarily for forth-telling (for edification, comfort, and exhortation – 1 Cor 14:3), not foretelling (Except for Agabus in Acts 11:28 & 21:10), and its sole essence is the “testimony of Jesus” (Rev 19:10).  All prophecy must point to Christ, and any revelation of the Holy Spirit should also testify of Christ (Jn 15:26).  In the New Testament, the will of God is not bound up in a mystery only for few Christians to understand.  We are all expected to know the will of God (Eph 5:17, Col 1:9).  Of course the Gospel requires spiritual enlightenment and understanding as we yield to the Spirit, but it is no longer bound up in mysteries.  The New Testament writers do use the Greek word musterion (mystery) several times.  Yet upon understanding the context, especially in Paul’s writings, we can see two main points about the mysteries (normally referred to as a singular “mystery”):
1) The Gospel itself (and all of its benefits), as well as its inclusion of the Gentiles, was the mystery.
· John Wesley said, “the mystery – of salvation by Christ alone, and that both to the Jews and Gentiles.”

2) This mystery is now made known (Through the apostles’ teachings and scripture illuminated by the Spirit).
· JFB says concerning musterion, “This does not mean something incomprehensible, but something before kept secret, either wholly or for the most part, and now only fully disclosed.”

Let’s look at some of Paul’s uses of the word musterion (Strong’s 3466):
Ro 11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery <3466>, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

As we can see, there is one mystery mentioned here:  The fact that the Gentiles are included in the Gospel.  This confirms my main point #1.

Ro 16:25  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery <3466>, which was kept secret since the world began,

Paul is basically stating that by preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, he is revealing the mystery, which was a secret beforehand.  This confirms my main point #1 – That the Gospel itself is the mystery he is speaking of.  He then says in verse 26, “But now is made manifest” – directly confirming my main point #2.
1Co 2:7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery <3466>, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:

In verse 2, we see that he is referring to Christ crucified.  This is the mystery being revealed.  For had this mystery been revealed earlier (Jesus’ identity as the Christ), the Romans would not have crucified Him (vv7-8).  This confirms my main point #1.  Also, we see in verse 9 that, “But God hath revealed [past tense] them unto us by his Spirit.”  This confirms my main point #2, that anyone who has the Spirit is no longer veiled by mystery concerning Christ’s crucifixion.
1Co 4:1  Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries <3466> of God.

Paul is simply stating his commission as a preacher of the Gospel (also called the “mystery of the Gospel” in Eph 6:19).  The word for “stewards” (Gr. Oikonomos) here is from the same root word as “dispensation” (Gr. Oikonomia) in Ephesians 3:2 and Colossians 1:25, which both clearly state Paul’s commission as the apostle to the Gentiles.
1Co 13:2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries <3466>, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

This may be speaking of forth-telling, or the supernatural ability of a modern day prophet to expound the scriptures and present the truth of the Gospel of Christ, for edification, comfort, and exhortation (1 Cor 14:3).  The question is – Do modern day prophets reveal new mysteries or just better “understand” those Paul has already revealed?  This is dangerous ground – for the canon of scripture is closed, and revealing new mysteries (rather than further understanding those already revealed) means that we are still writing the New Testament today.  In such a situation, what would make a modern prophet any different than the Pope of the Catholic Church, who purports to speak infallibly and ex cathedra?  What would prevent a modern day prophet from changing scripture under the pretense of it being a mystery (e.g. God revealed to me a new mystery that He changed his mind about something written by Paul)?
1Co 14:2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries <3466>.

I believe this text is not really related to the subject at hand.  These mysteries are those spoken from man to God, not God to man.

1Co 15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery <3466>; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.
Here is Paul revealing another mystery – the resurrection of the dead – a primary benefit of the Gospel, as confirmed in main point #1.  Could a modern day prophet reveal a new mystery of this magnitude?  Perhaps they will reveal some other secret about Heaven we don’t know now?  I’m not saying this is completely impossible.  I’m just saying that if something like that were really revealed, should it not be included in some epilogue of the New Testament?  Is it not as important as this statement Paul made here?  Should it not be included as inspired scripture?  Where do we draw the line?  My rule of thumb is this:  If somebody gives me some revelation that is not verifiable by a literal reading of the Biblical text, then I take it lightly; Especially if it is an attempt to turn things into symbols that aren’t stated to be symbols anywhere in the text.

Eph 1:9  Having made known unto us the mystery <3466> of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:

What is the mystery of His will?  “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ” (v10).  This confirms my main point #1, that the Gospel is for Jews plus Gentiles.  Paul stresses this fact in the first three chapters of Ephesians.  Notice the changes of the pronouns from “we” (up through verse 12) to “you” (verse 13 forward).  The “you” is the gentiles.  Paul is elated that God tore down the “middle wall of partition between us” (2:14).  There is neither Jew nor Gentile in Christ.
Eph 3:3  How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery <3466>; (as I wrote afore in few words,4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery <3466> of Christ)

Notice here, Paul mentions the mystery “as I wrote afore in few words”.  He is referring back to Ephesians 1:9-10.  The mystery here is the same mystery mentioned there.  What is it?  “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel” (3:6).  This confirms my point #1 that the mystery is the inclusion of the Gentiles into the scope of the Gospel.  It is called a mystery because it “in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men” (5a).  Yet, “it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit” (5b). This confirms my point #2.  The apostles and prophets here are the original apostles (12 disciples) and prophets (writers of scripture), not modern day prophets.  To reveal a modern day mystery of this magnitude would warrant the writing of an additional testament – such as the Mormons did with the book of Mormon.
Eph 3:9  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery <3466>, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

This is referring to the same Gospel mystery as above in Ephesians 1:9-10, 3:3-4.

Eph 5:32  This is a great mystery <3466>: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

This is a simple statement of my main point #1.  The mystery is the Gospel of Christ and the mystical union of His church (Jews + Gentiles). The bottom line is this:  Paul is a writer of scripture and modern day prophets are not. We are not to add anything to Paul’s revelation concerning doctrines of this magnitude.  Sure, we may be given foresight to handle something particular in our lives, but no modern day “mystery” should be any where near the magnitude of Paul’s teachings.  This is the very problem with the Catholic Church.  Pope’s, by supposed divine decree, claim to change the decrees of previous popes.  Which one is right?  It is impossible to tell unless we have a plumb line – Scripture.  The implications of modern day prophets unraveling new universal Gospel mysteries is the complete diminishing of the authority of the New Testament.
Eph 6:19  And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery <3466> of the gospel
This is a simple statement of my main point #1.  The Gospel itself is the mystery that Paul was revealing.  Paul’s proclamation of the Gospel let the cat out of the bag.  The Gospel is no longer a mystery.  It was a mystery to the Ephesians before Paul went there and preached.  Now it is not.

Col 1:26  Even the mystery <3466> which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.
Again, here is a simple statement of the mystery of the Gospel being revealed.  It was a secret previously, but in the church-age is now made manifest; a direct confirmation of my main point #2.

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery <3466> among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

Here is direct confirmation of point #1 – That Christ is for the Gentiles!  Christ in “you” means Christ in or among the Gentiles at Colossae.  As gentiles, they had no relationship to things of God (vv 9-10).  As he said to the Ephesians, the gentiles were “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world” (Eph 2:12).  Yet, the mystery is that God was going to gather together “all things” (Eph 1:10 and Col 1:20), both Jews and Gentiles, to Himself. 
Col 2:2  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery <3466> of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

Since Paul uses the singular term “mystery” here, it is referring to the same “mystery” as in Colossians 1 (as well as Ephesians 1 and 3), the Gospel of Christ for His mystical body made up of Jews and Gentiles.

Col 4:3  Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery <3466> of Christ, for which I am also in bonds.
Paul is yearning to fulfill his commission and preach the Gospel (i.e. the “mystery”) to the nations.  Hence, this supports point #1, that the mystery Paul speaks of is simply the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the nations.

2Th 2:7  For the mystery <3466> of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

This mystery is different than the mystery of the Gospel, and it is not revealed to Paul, nor to any modern day prophet.  For if we knew, we could perhaps predict the time of the coming of Christ, which is intended to remain a mystery (even to Jesus as a human – Mk 13:32).

1Ti 3:9  Holding the mystery <3466> of the faith in a pure conscience.

This is likely referring to the great mystery below in 3:16.
1Ti 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery <3466> of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
This is the sum total of the mystery of the Gospel (main point #1) – the entire finished work of Christ from His incarnation to His sitting at the right hand of the Father.  The finished work of Christ is the Gospel, and Paul has fully revealed this mystery in His writings.  We now know the extent of Christ’s substitutionary work and the incarnation it required, thanks to this mystery being revealed by Paul.  For the Gospels alone do not reveal the totality of Christ’s finished work as do Paul’s writings.

Just to summarize the vehicle for the revelation of the mysteries.  

1) The mysteries of the Kingdom during Jesus’ ministry were veiled in parables (Lk 8:10, Mt 13:11) and expounded privately to His disciples (Mk 4:33-34).

2) The mystery of the Gospel during the early church (i.e. Paul’s epistles) was not bound up in parables or in symbolic interpretation of the Old Testament.  It was a direct revelation of the mystery from God to Paul (Gal 1:12, 1 Cor 11:23, 1 Cor 15:3).  
3) Since the canon of scripture is closed, no new mysteries (of Paul’s magnitude) are revealed to modern prophets.  They merely gain supernatural insight and understanding to those mysteries already revealed (1 Cor 13:2), and convey this supernatural knowledge to others in the body for edification, comfort, and exhortation (1 Cor 14:3).  
4) When Christ returns and history comes to a close, the “mystery” of God will be finished (Rev 10:7).  All final revelation will be disclosed.
