Human Nature and the New Creation – Sinner or Saint?


The Three-Fold Man - Trichotomy

The total being is made up of the body (Flesh), soul (thoughts, will, and emotions), and the spirit.  There is some overlap between all three because they all interact as one being.  The word “soul” in Greek is “psuche”, while the word “spirit” is “pneuma”.  Many references to psuche seem to overlap with the spirit. Though this is true, we must understand that both are used together in many instances, which delineates them.  In 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Paul clearly differentiates the trichotomy when he says, “and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  The trichotomy is also described by the writer of Hebrews in Hebrews 4:12 when he says, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow.”  There is also a delineation in the Old Testament.  Job cries out in Job 7:11, “Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.”  The two different Hebrew words for spirit and soul also have overlap, yet an apparent delineation.  The Hebrew word for soul tends to have many inferences to the heart and mind, similar to the Greek word “psuche”.  So how do we infer that there is a separate “psuche” or soul aspect of a person’s being?  The following verses use the word “psuche” for heart (emotions), mind (thoughts), and the conforming of our will of God.  In fact, Matthew 22:37 (Below) ties the heart (emotions) and mind (Thoughts) with the soul (“psuche”).  In this verse we are commanded to love God with that entire part of our being; our thoughts, emotions, and will.  The word spirit (Greek “Pneuma”) is never used in any context, except the actual spirit.

Ac 14:2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.

Php 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

Eph 6:6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

Mt 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

Paul Explains The Sinful Aspect Of The Flesh 

In the passage below, Paul clearly makes a distinction between “the members” (flesh) and the “inner being” (Spirit).  He blames his “body of death” for the war of sin that rages within. In a trichotomy scenario, the “soul”(thoughts, will, emotions) would be the “battleground” between the inner spirit, which delights in God’s Law, and the body of death, which is weak and by nature skewed towards sin.  

RO 7:14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

In the below passage, Paul also refers to “I” and “my body” as two distinct entities; The “I” being associated with his true identity and “my body” being something that the “I” can control or bring under subjection:’

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.(1Co 9:27)

Paul Occasionally Still Calls Himself A “Sinner”. Why?

In the following passage, Paul is either referring to his old self (as a persecutor of Christians) or is just referring to his entire self as still a sinner due to the one part of his total self, the flesh.  I would tend to argue the former.  Paul certainly at the time he wrote to Timothy was not the worst sinner in magnitude.  In fact, he exhorted people to follow his example (1 Cor 4:16, Php 3:17, 2 Thess 3:9).  If he were such a wretched sinner why would he tell people to do what he does? He is just remembering where he came from, as a persecutor of Christians.  He is merely exhibiting humility and praising God for what He did for him.

1 Tim 1:15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.

Paul Explains How Christ Made His Spirit Free From Its Sinful Nature 

Once we are born again, the sinful nature is removed in our new spiritual birth.  The sinful nature was removed from the inner regenerated man, not necessarily the flesh man because we must  "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." (Matt 26:41).  Romans 8 makes it clear that we who are in Christ can walk according to the Spirit and not the sinful nature, thus letting the inner man shine forth by the Holy Ghost.  II Cor 3:18 tells us that the Holy Spirit transforms us into the image of Christ from glory to glory.

RO 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

RO 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.  

Gal 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

The Spirit’s Freedom From The Sinful Nature

We have Christ’s nature now: “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Pet 1:4).  Our “inner man” can’t have both Christ’s nature and a sinful nature because “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons.” (1 Cor 10:21)
GAL 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

Rom 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

Col 2:11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ.
Rom 6:14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

Rom 6:6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

A Formula In Romans 8

Some may say that Romans 8 tells us we still have a sinful nature, which we must choose to not allow to be manifested (the obligation) per the following verses:

Ro 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

This passage by no means tells us that.  Although he does use the word “brethren” which typically means he is speaking of Christians, we can’t always assume this or we could get into logical problems with the passage.  Can a Christian “Die” (Vs 13) or be condemned to Hell if he lets the supposed sinful nature manifest itself.  Wouldn’t we be going to hell every time we sinned?  This passage must be including the “death” of those who are not saved and therefore still in the sinful nature.  Colossians 2:11 tells us that we put off the sinful nature. The following formula can be easily deduced by making the whole passage consistent with itself:

Of Christ = Indwelling of the Spirit (vs 9) = Son of God (Vs 14) = Led by Spirit (Vs 14) = Mortification of sinful nature (vs 12) = Life

Not of Christ = No Holy Spirit within (vs 9) = living after the flesh (Vs 13) = Death (Vs 13) = Hell

Our Spirit Has Been Re-Created 

When we are born again we see in John 3:6 (below) that Spirit (Capital S) gives birth to spirit (Lower case s).  The Holy Spirit did not create a defective spirit in the re-birth of the believer.  How do I know?  Ezekiel tells us that God would put a new spirit within us, along with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Ezekiel specifically says two things.  First our spirit would be regenerated.  Secondly the Holy Spirit would dwell within us.  So we are not just the same trichotomy with the only difference being the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  Spirit gave birth to spirit.  The spirit has become a new creation (2 Cor 5:17 below).  The “New” inner man is created to be like God (Eph 4:24), partaking of the divine nature (2 Pet 1:4), having the sinful nature removed (Col 2:11).  But aren’t we just sinners covered by the blood?  Doesn’t God just ignore our sins when we enter Heaven, even though we’re still a wretched sinner?  NO!!  He has removed them as far as the east is from the west.  They’re not there to be covered.  Sin still occurs in the flesh but by no means is inherent to the regenerated spirit.  If it were, then what was the accomplishment of regeneration?  What changed?  It is important to know that the spirit (one part of our whole trichotomy) has been regenerated free from the law of sin and death.   When the spirit is created originally, it has Adam’s sin imputed to it.  Upon being born again, God re-creates the spirit under grace rather than under the Law (Rom 6:14,Gal 5:18).  Romans 5:13 tells us, “sin is not imputed when there is no law.”  Therefore the regenerated spirit must have been recreated just as Adam’s spirit was originally, good.  Since the regenerated spirit is not under the law, Adam’s sin is not “RE-IMPUTED” to it.  That nature is removed.  Therefore as Ephesians 4:24 reiterates, it’s as if Genesis 1:27 reoccurs, where “God created man in His own image.”  Then Genesis 1:31 would have to reapply, where God affirmed, “And God saw everything He made and behold it was very good.” This is why the inner self now delights in God’s law while the flesh is still weak and is not yet totally transformed (Rom 7:22-23,Mat 26:41, Gal 5:17).  So then, as a new creation, the Christian’s spirit should have a new nature.  This new inner nature should sway the believer towards holiness as opposed to the previous tendency towards sin.

Jn 3:6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, `You must be born again’.

II Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

Eze 36:26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

Transformation From The Inside Out

I Corinthians 15:44 says, “there is a natural body and there is a spiritual body”.  Our regenerated spiritual body has no sinful nature.  Our natural body (including the mind controlled by the physical brain) needs to be conformed gradually to our spiritual body because “The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." (Matt 26:41).  When we are born again, our natural body is kind of like a baby when it is born as a new creation, stumbling until it learns how to walk. We start out as a new spiritual creation like a baby.  As we renew our minds and will (the “soul” in the trichotomy scenario) to line up with the Word of God we gradually come to know our identity in Him in the “natural”, conform to his image, increase our faith, and walk in the Spirit more often. We then are transformed gradually by the “renewing of our minds” (Rom 12:1-2 below).  And we know that “he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ” (I Cor 2:15-16).  Gradually we are sanctified more and more in the flesh.  We never achieve perfect holiness in the flesh until the resurrection because “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1Jn 1:8).  Paul Himself said “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after” (Php 3:12).  It is gradual and not perfected until our resurrection. Likewise, though the spirit (pneuma) has been re-created to be like God, the soul (psuche) is also not perfected until the day of redemption.  The renewing of our mind, will, and emotions is perfected when it is severed from the flesh, or the brain, which has a lot of control over our emotions, thoughts, and will.  Once this separation takes place, the soul and spirit, would be one “person” perfected in heaven.  How do we know the soul goes to Heaven?  The Bible tells us we’ll know our loved ones and we will also give an account at the judgment seat for rewards in heaven.  This entails memories and thoughts, which are part of the soul (thoughts, emotions, will).  See the passages below:
RO 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

EPH 4:22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

1 Cor 3:15-16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.

Ephesians 4:22 tells us to put off the “old self”.  This means there is a “new self” (perfected spirit created to be like God) and an “old self” (the Adamic flesh).  The “putting off” is the battle that occurs in the soul to make the flesh line up with the spirit (Rom 7:22-24, Gal 5:17, 1 Pet 2:11). 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 tells us the battle is not in the flesh but in our thoughts, which are one aspect of the soul.  We (the inner man) are to cast down imaginations and every high thing that comes against the knowledge of God.  So if we truly understand who we are in Christ (through yielding to the Holy Spirit), our “natural body” can begin to show the characteristics of the regenerated “spiritual body” as the soul  (primarily the mind and will) is renewed according to the above verses (Eph 4:22-24,Rom 12:2).  The inner man can now begin to control the outer man by the grace of the Holy Spirit.  It is a gradual transformation into Christ’s likeness by the Holy Spirit.  It is not solely of our own efforts.  God took out the stony heart and will help cause us to walk in His statutes (Ezekiel 36:26).  Our inner man is now the temple of God and God must dwell in a holy temple (see 1 Cor 3:15-16 above).  He recreated our inner man as a righteous habitation.  As this sanctification goes from the inside out, we start to walk in the Spirit rather than the flesh and have boldness to withstand attacks of temptation, because the mind of Christ prevails when you walk in the Spirit (1 Cor 2:15-16).  The below verse explains the gradual change that should take place.
2co 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Is The Re-Born Spirit Still Inherently Evil?

JAS 1:13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

This makes it sound like we are still inherently evil after we are believers.  First of all, Eph 4:22-24 makes it clear that the "old self" was corrupted by its evil desires but the "new self" is created to be like God.  Secondly, We are a new creation that does not lose salvation (or give birth to death) every time we sin. Therefore, in the context of our reconciliation with God, this scripture could be speaking of the “supposedly” saved person who really hasn’t had the true experience since the sin leads to spiritual death.  Only “aposticizing” our faith in God’s plan of salvation leads to spiritual death.  This person may still be in the "old self" and his thoughts are in bondage to Satan, thus allowing him to birth evil desires and die in his sin. The audience of James’ letter may give support to this view, since he addressed them in the following way:  “Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded” (Jas 4:8). 

The other possibility is that, in a trichotomy scenario (Spirit, soul, body), evil desires can be conceived in the mental part of the soul which is still entwined with the physical mind (brain) while the spirit is still free from the sinful nature.  So the will (part of the psuche - soul) is birthing an evil desire because it is the “Natural Vs Spiritual” battleground.  The soul is like the battleground where the members of the body wage war against the inner man (Rom 7:22-24, Gal 5:17, 1 Pet 2:11).  Does this mean the spirit (pneuma) is still inherently evil?  May it never be! God would not recreate a sinful spirit.  Some people think that we use Satan as an excuse when we sin by saying “Satan” made me do it. Satan is the master tempter and originator of evil when he first desired to be above God (Isa 14:12).  He (or his army of angels) can tempt, but we do the sinning. 

Stimuli That Stir Up The War Between The Members And Inner Man

 - Satan and his army

Consider the following scripture: “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Pet 1:4).  Haven’t we as believers, having Christ’s divine nature, escaped corruption in the world birthed by lust (lust is evil desire)? Also consider the following scripture:  “But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged by no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ” (1Cor 2:15-16).  The Spiritual man will still sin some times.  Does that mean the mind of Christ is evil?  Could it be our own evil desire or the desires from the enemy that deceive us, thus waging war between the inner and outer man?  Heb 5:13-14 tells us that “every one that useth milk, is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong food belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil“.  Maturing in Christ brings about discernment of good and evil.  So the devil may put something in our path that is tempting.  We as mature believers should know that the temptation is evil and “Not give place to the devil” (Eph 4:27).  Giving place to the devil is when the carnal mind becomes the active respondent to the temptation, rather than the spirit.  And we know the “spirit is willing but the flesh is weak”, and can easily discern “evil” as appearing “good” for the moment.  We also know that Satan is neither omnipotent nor omniscient, so he neither knows your thoughts, nor controls them.  He can only present an opportunity and the rest is in the realm of the believer.  Sin then occurs when the carnal mind chooses to act on that temptation.  Consider in John 8:44 where Jesus tells the Pharisees  “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.”  Satan presented his desires to the Pharisees and they acted on them.  Consider the scripture mentioned above “For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.” (I Thess 3:5).  Paul also warned the Corinthians in II Cor 11:3: “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ”.  Finally, consider I Jn 5:18: We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.  Jesus Himself said “Get thee behind me Satan” (Mk 8:33) when Peter rebuked him for telling them of His soon coming death.  Satan was tempting Jesus with the thought of foregoing the entire redemptive plan to save his own life.  So it is obvious most scripture ties Satan to temptation.  Every time we are tempted there are supernatural forces at battle because “We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph 6:12)

- The World – Satan’s Territory

“The World” is another key term used in reference to sin in the Bible.  Jesus called us not to be of the world.  Satan was cast to the earth along with his angels (demons).  He has had rule over those of the world since the fall (I Jn 5:19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one).  Jesus called us to be in the world but not of the world because Satan rules over those who are of the world.  Satan and his army of angels lead the world astray.  Satan is the original author of sin.  In Isaiah 14:12-15 we read of Lucifer’s fall due to his desire to be exalted above God.  This is also discussed in Ezekiel 28:12-19 with a parallel to the King of Tyrus.  In this passage, Ezekiel refers to Satan’s presence in the garden, his anointed cherub position on the high mountain of God, his perfection and beauty, his pride, his corruption, and finally his fall.  Jesus also refers to the originator of sin when he tells the pharisees, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”  John writes the following in I John 3:8:  “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.”  It is clear that sin originated from the deception and pride of the devil. He plants seeds of temptation in our minds ( Rev 12:9 The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him).  When Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, Jesus answered him "My kingdom is not of this world.” So there is a very clear relationship between “The World” and “Satan”.  Also, in Revelation 3:10, Jesus says “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”  Only through His power can we overcome the temptations which shall come upon the whole world from the master tempter (I Thess 3:5 mentioned above).  Though God allows it to happen, we need to exercise our shield of faith in Christ to overcome the fiery darts of the enemy (Eph 6:16) and God will be faithful to work in us by the Holy Spirit to overcome the temptations and strongholds (I Jn 5:18 mentioned above).  In addition, we will mature in faith and patience.  Nevertheless, we know this temptation is not from God because in James 1:13 James tells us to “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.”  We need to understand that this is not just about us and our own evil thoughts because  “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph 6:12).  It is supernatural warfare.  Satan’s armies are out to devour (I Pet 5:8).  Consider the parable of the seed and sower when Jesus tells them  “When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path” (Mat 13:19).  We need to stand up against the enemy with our God given authority over the power of the enemy.  James 4:7 tells us to “resist the devil and he will flee”.  Our regenerated spirit is not a source of evil desires.  Satan wants to attack our flesh with temptation because “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt 26:41).

Know and confess who you are in Christ

As a born again spiritual creation, you have been adopted as a son of the most high God (Rom 8:15).  God has translated you to royalty as a royal priest and kingdom heir (1 Pet 2:9, Col 1:13, Rev 1:6).  We need to be humble and realize where we came from though.  The following passage makes it clear:

Lk 7:41-43 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.  And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.

Remembering who we were before grace will motivate our love for Christ.  That doesn’t mean we are still wretched in spirit, soul, and body.  Our humility must be accompanied with the knowledge of the victory.  We are spiritual saints, not spiritual sinners.  Calling yourself a wretched sinner would deny the wonderful work Christ did inside of you and will tend to hinder your battle against sin.  Just like saying, “you are what you eat”, also “you are what you speak”.  If you keep calling yourself a wretched sinner, that’s exactly what you may fall into.  Remember, “Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing”(Prov 12:18) and “From the fruit of his mouth a man's stomach is filled; with the harvest from his lips he is satisfied. The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit” (Prov 18:20-21).  You are a son of the most high God and new creation.

The Trichotomy Model of a Christian’s Nature

1 Thess 5:23 “and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 




Spirit





The Body





Soul (thoughts, will, emotions)





For in my inner being I delight in God's law


(Rom 7:22)





 Pneuma





Psuche





but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind (Rom 7:23)





a new spirit will I put within you (Ezk 36:26)





A new creation; the old has gone, the new has come 


(2 Cor 5:17)





Partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust (2 Pet 1:4)





The Battle


Sanctification Vs Temptation





For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other  (Gal 5:17)








In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature  (Col 2:11)





the new self, created to be like God  (Eph 4:24)





Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature  (Gal 5:24)





Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul


 (1 Pet 2:11)





Whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows (1 Jn 3:20)


      everything. (Eph 4:24)





..be transformed by the renewing of your mind (Rom 12:2)





The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." (Matt 26:41)





But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.(1Co 9:27)





The Stimuli 


 Satan and the World





But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted (1 Cor 11:3)





The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray (Rev 12:9)





For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling                                              down of strong holds) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; (2 Cor 10:3-5)





present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God (Rom 12:1)








