The Pentecostal Experience


Gifts of the Spirit

Paul tells us that we should not be ignorant about spiritual gifts.  In fact we should burn (Greek Zeloo) with desire for them.  He also tells us in 1 Cor 1:7, “So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  We should seek after all God has for us, including His wonderful gifts of the Spirit.  These gifts include: Words of wisdom, Words of knowledge, the special gift of faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, discernment of spirits, speaking and praying in tongues, and interpretation of public tongues.  The Holy Spirit uses the gifts to edify and build the church.

1Cor 12:1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.
1Cor 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

1Cor 14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.  (the word for desire is “Zeloo” which means to burn with a desire for something)

Praying and speaking in tongues

-  Private tongues in prayer

What an awesome experience to have the Holy Spirit utter the perfect will of God when you pray privately in the spirit in tongues, also referred to as praying in the Spirit. This is so much more effective than our stumbling and thinking for words to say or things to pray for. Consider the following verses for praying in tongues (which are different than public tongues/interpretation):

Rom 8:26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

The following verse makes it clear that praying in tongues is praying in the Holy Spirit while praying with your mind and words is praying with the mind. Jude 20 (below) specifically tells us to pray in the “Holy Spirit” (Greek – Hagios Pneuma), not just in the “spirit” (Greek – Pneuma).  Praying in the Holy Spirit is a part of building up our faith.  The Holy Spirit knows the perfect will of God.

2 Cor 14:14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind.  
Jude 1:20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.
Though in Acts 2 (The Day of Pentecost), many of the 120 people who received and were baptized in the Holy Spirit did utter tongues that diverse people could understand in their own language, we must be aware that “speaking in tongues” is not just speaking in other earthly languages.  The below verses make it clear that when we pray in tongues, “no one” understands us, but we utter mysteries to God.  So we aren’t praying in tongues for people of other cultures to understand us.  We are uttering mysteries to God.  We are not speaking to men. They are prayers to God.  In addition, tongues of Angels are certainly not earthly languages.

1 Cor 14:2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.

1Cor 13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.
Paul Prayed in tongues a lot because he says it edifies the believer (1 Cor 14:4). But he preferred prophecy to be used in the church since a public tongue without an interpretation does not edify the whole church.  So if he spoke in tongues a lot, where did he do it if not in the public setting?  He prayed in tongues.  Praying in tongues is different than public tongues.

1Cor 14:18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.

Some critics try to use 1 Cor 13:8 which says, “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away” As a means to say the gifts ended when the apostles died.  Did Knowledge pass away? I don’t think so!!  This is clearly referring to the time when we are caught up in glory with Jesus.  The gifts of the Spirit will no longer be needed.  Our rational faculties will not be needed because we will have perfect knowledge spiritually then. None of this will be needed any more. Some critics also try to use 1 Cor 13:10 which says, “But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away” to claim “that which is perfect” is the canon of the gospel and “that which is in part” is the gifts of the Spirit.  This is an absurd notion.  The entire context of 1 Corinthians 13 is love.  The last verse of 1 Corinthians 12 tells us, “But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.” What is that “more excellent way”?  1 Corinthians 13 tells us it is love. The last verse of 1 Corinthians 13 tells us, “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”  When we meet up with Jesus we will finally experience perfected love because God is love (1 Jn 4:7).  There is absolutely NO biblical support for the cessation of the gifts of the Spirit!  Should they be the norm?  Weren’t they just need to get the church started?  Look around! Our world is more pluralistic and godless now than ever.  If the apostles needed the gifts to build up the church then, how much more do we need the gifts to build the church now?  I would say even more.

Most people who refute tongues just think they are not normal, because they may sound strange or make them feel uncomfortable.  The unbelievers on the Day of Pentecost called the tongue speakers drunkards. We can’t always think carnally though.  In John 6, why did the Jews think when Jesus said, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you” was cannibalistic and walk away?  They were thinking earthly or carnally, not spiritually.  We need not be ashamed of spiritual things, for we are called to be a peculiar people according to the Bible. The Bible encourages us to burn with desire for spiritual gifts (I Cor 14:1).  Jesus also said that speaking in tongues would be a sign accompanying those who believe. This sounds to me like the norm, not the rare.  He did not say it would be a sign for those who believe just in the first century (Though it is not a requirement for salvation).  If that were the case, then we could venture to say that salvation was only for them as well:

Mk 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

- Public prophetic tongues

Public prophetic tongues were originally prophesied by the prophet Isaiah:

Isa 28:11 Very well then, with foreign lips and strange tongues God will speak to this people..

Public tongues, as opposed to praying in tongues, are those in which God gives a prophetic message to the church.  These must be interpreted or they are useless to the church. This public use of tongues is not as frequently used as private tongues (Praying in the Holy Spirit).  The Corinthians were getting out of hand, so Paul had to exhort them:

1 Cor 14:5 He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified.

1 Cor 14:28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.

Proper public use of Spiritual Gifts and discernment dictated in 1 Corinthians 13 and 14
“Let all things be done decently and in order”

“Let two or three prophets speak and let others judge”  (Must not contradict God’s Word)

“But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort” (Not condemnation)

“If anyone speaks in a tongue, two or at the most three should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret”

“The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets.  For God is not a God of disorder but of peace”

The following scripture clearly indicates that we should pursue love as the main gift.  If a person demonstrating prophecy has no love, he is nothing, most likely a false prophet. Love, along with the above mandates, is the key way to discern genuine exercising of the spiritual gifts.
I Cor 12:31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts.  And now I will show you the most excellent way.

1Cor 13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the impartation of power by the Holy Spirit to the believer for empowered witnessing.  We from 1 Corinthians 15 that 500 people saw Jesus after He rose from the dead.  They all knew that He promised a special gift of the Holy Spirit.  It is interesting that only 120 people ended up waiting for the Holy Spirit to fall.  Where were the rest?  I think it is similar today.  Many people shun the second experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  It was the norm in the first century church but the subsequent church ages has suppressed it, along with the other gifts of the Spirit, for so long.  Sola Scriptura was lost for nearly 1500 years because of the church.  Finally the reformers saw that the Word taught it.  Similarly, in the 18th century, people began to understand and seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit again.  Prayerfully, this will extend again to a majority of the church.

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

It is clear that the Holy Spirit is given to us when we are saved and it is impossible to confess Jesus as Lord without the Holy Spirit:

Rom 8:9  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.
1 Cor 12:3   No one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit
Eph 1:13  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit
But John the Baptist promised us a baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire:

Lk 3:16 I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

It’s another mysterious concept, like the Trinity.  Consider what Jesus told the disciples concerning the two distinct actions of the Holy Spirit (“lives with” Versus “be in”)

Jn 14:17  the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

Clearly the Book of Acts demonstrates a subsequent Baptism of the Holy Spirit after being saved. Usually it was accompanied with speaking in tongues. Consider the Church of Samaria (Acts 8). They accepted the gospel (and therefore were saved and the Holy Spirit was given).  This was after Pentecost had already occurred and Christ already ascended into heaven.  They were gentiles.  This perfectly describes who we, as Christians, are today - Saved and sealed with the Holy Ghost, gentiles, after the day of Pentecost, and after Christ’s ascension.  Peter and John went back and prayed for them to “receive” the Holy Spirit.  This is the baptism in the Holy Spirit. This powerful experience is what caused the first century church to explode with growth, transformed lives, the overwhelming in breaking of God’s presence, empowered witnessing, and a deeper dimension of commitment to Christ. Consider the sequence of events:

AC 8:12 They believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  (Salvation and receiving the Holy Spirit)

AC 8:14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.    (Baptism in the Holy Spirit)
Outside of the Book of Acts we can also see a clear difference in the person of the Godhead who does each function.  The Holy Spirit submerges us into the church (the body of Christ) because no man can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  Jesus baptizes us in the Holy Spirit. See the difference in the two following scriptures:

I Cor 12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

MT 3:11 "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
Get Filled with the Holy Ghost (This is different than the initial baptism of the Holy Ghost). In the following verse, Paul exhorts us to be filled with the Spirit:

Eph 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.
What is the result of being filled with the Spirit, according to Paul?  Obviously, it leads to joy, continual worship, praise and thanksgiving to God, and submitting to others in godly love.  Jesus tells us how faithful God is to fill us up with His Holy Spirit when we ask:

Lk 11:13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

How do we know it is different than the initial Baptism of the Holy Spirit?

First, the above scripture (Eph 5:18) was written to the Ephesians subsequent to Paul’s first visit there, at which several disciples were already baptized in the Holy Ghost.  In Acts 19:2 Paul first visited Ephesus and ask them “Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed”.  They said NO. He then laid hands on them to receive the Holy Ghost and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  So this second letter to them is encouraging them, among the other believers, to now be filled with the Holy Spirit continually.  The Greek present imperative actually says, “be being” filled continually.  This distinguishes the two experiences. Secondly, an even stronger evidence is in the passage below, in which the disciples, who obviously had already been baptized in the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, were again filled with the Holy Ghost.

Acts 4:29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 30  By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

Why do we continually need filled with the Spirit?  Well, what were the disciples praying for in the above passage?  They were praying that the Lord would grant them boldness to proclaim the gospel in speech and with healings, signs, and wonders.  What was the result? They were filled and then empowered to do preach boldly.  This is the same message portrayed previously in Acts 1:8.  We need energized and renewed by the Spirit to proclaim the Word boldly and live godly. Consider the next passage:

Eph 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.

Wow!! Paul wanted the Ephesians to experience the fullness of God, so that they would be strengthened with might (Greek Dunamis = “Power”), rooted and grounded in continual love (Greek Agape= “Selfless unconditional love”), and would be able to experience the intimate love of God.  To think we are ever as full as we can be is absurd.  We should always want more of God. We should always thirst for a fresh drink so rivers of living water flow from our belly!!  The Holy Spirit is our source of power, truth, and holiness.

Jn 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

Why such an emphasis on the Holy Spirit?

· He guides us into all truth and shows us things yet to come (John 16:13)

· He conforms us to be like God (2 Cor 3:18)
· He shows us God’s perfect will (Rom 8:26)
· He bears the fruit of the Spirit within us (Gal 5:22)
· No one can know the things of God except by the Spirit (1 Cor 2:11)
· He anoints us for service, just as He anointed Jesus for service.  Prior to having the Spirit upon Him (which descended on Him at His baptism), Jesus did not perform any miracles or begin to preach the good news. (Acts 1:8, Lk 4:18, Lk 3:22)
Appendix:  A Paper By Grant Jeffrey Outlining The Post-Apostolic Ministry Of The Gifts Of The Spirit.

1.  Bishop Clement’s Letter to the Corinthians, written by the bishop of Rome (A.D. 100), refers to the continuing supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. “An abundant outpouring also of the Holy Spirit fell upon all.”

2. The Shepherd of Hermas (A.D. 110) also contains a reference to speaking in tongues and prophecies. "When then the man who hath the divine Spirit cometh into an assembly of righteous men, who have faith in a divine Spirit, and intercession is made to God by the gathering of those men, then the angel of the prophetic spirit, who is attached to him, filleth the man, and the man, being filled with the Holy Spirit, speaketh to the multitude, according as the Lord willeth. 

3. In addition, there are numerous significant references to these supernatural gifts continuing in the life of the early Church in the following centuries. 

The brilliant Christian teacher Irenaeus wrote a treatise against heresies called the Refutation and Overthrow of Knowledge Falsely So Called (A.D. 185) that recorded many manifestations of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and supernatural miracles that still continued in some churches, including accounts of people being raised from the dead:  “Some drive out demons really and truly, so that often those cleansed from evil spirits believe and become members of the Church; some have foreknowledge of the future, visions, and prophetic utterances; others, by the laying-on of hands, heal the sick and restore them to health; and before now, as I said, dead men have actually been raised and have remained with us for many years. In fact, it is impossible to enumerate the gifts which throughout the world the Church has received from God and in the name of Jesus Christ crucified under Pontius Pilate, and every day puts to effectual use for the benefit of the heathen, deceiving no one and making profit out of no one.” 

4. Similarly, we hear of many members of the Church who have prophetic gifts and by the Spirit speak with all kinds of tongues, and bring men’s secret thoughts to light for their own good, and expound the mysteries of God. 

5. Irenaeus also wrote about the gifts of the Holy Spirit in Against Heresies: “In like manner we do also hear many brethren in the church, who possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the mysteries of God.” (Irenaeus, Against Heresies 5:6:1)

Justin Martyr wrote his Dialogue with Trypho in A.D. 165 and clearly referred to many supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit appearing in the daily life of the second-century Church. He wrote, “Daily some of you are becoming disciples in the name of Christ, and quitting the path of error; who are also receiving gifts, each as he is worthy, illumined through the name of this Christ. For one receives the spirit of understanding, another of counsel, another of strength, another of healing, another of foreknowledge, another of teaching, and another of the fear of God.”

6. Tertullian was a major theologian and Christian writer ministering in Carthage. In A.D. 215 he described supernatural visions and prophetic gifts of the Holy Spirit as operating normally in the third-century Church. “And thus we who both acknowledge and reverence, even as we do the prophecies, modern visions as equally promised to us, and consider the other powers of the Holy Spirit as an agency of the Church for which also He was sent, administering all gifts in all, even as the Lord distributed to every one.” 

7. Origen was a Christian theologian who lived and taught in Alexandria, Egypt, from A.D. 185 to 254. In his book Against Celsus written in 250, Origen described the gifts of the Holy Spirit as still continuing in the life of the Church. “Traces of the Holy Spirit who appeared in the form of a dove are still preserved among Christians. They charm demons away and perform many cures and perceived certain things about the future according to the will of the Logos.”

8. Origen noted that these charismatic gifts were gradually diminishing, although some “traces of His presence” were still evident. “Moreover, the Holy Spirit gave signs of His Presence at the beginning of Christ’s ministry, and after His ascension He gave still more; but since that time these signs have diminished, although there are still traces of His presence in a few who have had their souls purified by the Gospel and their actions regulated by its influence.”

9. The Christian theologian Novatian (A.D. 270) of Rome wrote a strong defense of the doctrine of the Trinity and died as a martyr during the second last wave of persecutions by the pagan Roman emperors. Novatian wrote about the key role of the Holy Spirit in supernaturally empowering the Church. “they were henceforth armed and strengthened by the same Spirit, having in themselves the gifts which this same Spirit distributes, and appropriates to the Church, the spouse of Christ, as her ornaments. This is He who places prophets in the Church, instructs teachers, directs tongues, gives powers and healings, does wonderful works, often discrimination of spirits, affords powers of government, suggests counsels, and orders and arranges whatever other gifts there are of charismata; and thus make the Lord’s Church everywhere, and in all, perfected and completed.”

Appendix (Cont’d)

10.  Augustine (354-430), bishop of Hippo, was the greatest theologians of the early medieval Church and systematized much of the theology that governed the teaching of the Western Church for over a thousand years. Although in his early years Augustine believed that all miracles had ceased by the end of the lives of the apostles, his view was transformed by the compelling evidence of many well-attested miracles that occurred during a powerful revival that occurred throughout the churches of North Africa that were under his supervision. In the last section of his epic work The City of God, Augustine wrote about numerous miracles that he had personally witnessed and investigated, including remarkable miraculous healings involving breast cancer, paralysis, blindness, and even people who were resurrected from the dead. He wrote, “For even now miracles are wrought in the name of Christ.”

11. Professor Peter Brown wrote in his book Augustine of Hippo that Augustine carefully collected the evidence of a variety of supernatural incidents and miracles "until they formed a single corpus, as compact and compelling as the miracles that had assisted the growth of the Early Church. 

12. For example, Augustine reported on a person healed of blindness, “The miracle which was wrought at Milan when I was there, and by which a blind man was restored to sight, could come to the knowledge of many; for not only is the city a large one, but also the emperor was there at the time, and the occurrence was witnessed by an immense concourse of people.”

13. The great early English Church leader known as the Venerable Bede, the father of English history, quoted a letter sent by Gregory the Great, the bishop of Rome, in A.D. 601 to Augustine of Canterbury, a missionary sent from Rome to England. Gregory acknowledges the fact that miracles were occurring and that they were very effective in drawing the English natives to faith in Christ: “I know, most loving brother, that Almighty God, by means of your affection, shows great miracles in the nation which he has chosen. Wherefore it is necessary that you rejoice with fear, and tremble whilst you rejoice, on account of the same heavenly gift; viz., that you may rejoice because the souls of the English are by outward miracles drawn to inward grace.”

14. Gregory also acknowledged in his letter that Augustine personally had “received the gift of working miracles.”

15. Continued Supernatural Miracles

If space permitted, I could quote from a variety of Church authorities over the centuries that followed who witnessed the continued operation of supernatural miracles. These other sources include the famous Bernard of Clairvaux (A.D. 1190~1253) and Martin Luther (A.D. 1483~1546). In addition, there is overwhelming evidence of supernatural miracles that have occurred during the last few centuries during the Welsh Revival and remarkable healings and other miracles witnessed by many reliable sources in the tre mendous growth of the Church around the world in the last few decades. There are many scriptural promises of Jesus Christ regarding His continued supernatural empowering of the Church through His Holy Spirit. "For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all things that himself doeth: and he will show him greater works than these, that ye may marvel" (John 5:20). Jesus promised that His faithful followers would be able to do "greater works" because He was empowering the Church with His Holy Spirit. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father" (John 14:12). 
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