A Brief Survey for the Jehovah’s Witness


If I have given you this questionnaire, it is because I care deeply about you and want to ask you a few very important questions.  If you are truly seeking truth, you will read it and answer the questions.  Anybody seeking truth should challenge their beliefs and make sure they stand under scrutiny.  Our eternal destinies depend on truth.  The question is, ‘whose truth is right?’  Only one can be.  Unfortunately, every aspect of reality has one true answer.  Please continue and remember – I am not writing to debate but just to seek the truth.  Based on my intense study of the Bible, I have no other alternative than to believe that Jesus is God, and that this is integral to the gospel.  How can this be?  I can’t comprehend how, but it’s the only Biblical alternative.  This concept is no different than the recent scientific discovery that light has properties of both matter and waves, two contrary things, at the same time.  Scientists are stumped, but it’s true.  Nevertheless, let’s get started with my questions.

Do you know how many New Testament ancient manuscripts are currently in existence? ___________. Actually, there are over 24,000 in existence, including 8000-10000 Latin Vulgate manuscripts, 8000 Ethiopic, Slavic, and Armenian, and 5664 Greek worldwide, which are free from any doctrine-changing differences and well over 99% free from any grammatical discrepancies. Of the Greek manuscripts we have the following: (1) 99 fragmentary pieces of papyrus containing NT scripture of which the earliest date to 70 years after Christ, (2) 306 uncial manuscripts on parchment, including Codex Sinaiticus – a complete NT in uncial letters (A.D. 350) and Codex Vaticanus (A.D. 350), (3) 2,856 minuscule manuscripts, and (4) 2,403 lectionaries.  Do you know how many verses of the New Testament could be pieced together from early church father writings? ____________.  Actually, the whole New Testament could be pieced together, except for 11 verses.

Do you think that Satan was able to distort the entire world’s interpretation of these 24,000 manuscripts in a harmonious manner across the globe in several languages? _____________. Do you really think that God would let the Gospel be won over by Satan for over 1700 years? ________.  Does this contradict Ephesians 3:21, which states that the church would glorify Christ in “all generations”? _________.  Well the Watchtower gives this credit to Satan.  They give him the credit for being nearly omnipotent and omnipresent in forcing men worldwide to have a hidden agenda in Biblical translation. So the Watchtower, in an effort to make Jesus less than God, created their own translations.  The common version is the New World Translation (NWT).

Do you know if the five men who created the NWT had any training in Greek or Hebrew? ___________. Actually 4 of the 5 translators of the New World Translation (NWT) had no Hebrew or Greek language training whatsoever, and the fifth, Frederick Franz, admitted in a court of law in 1954 that he could not read Hebrew. Even though Greek & Hebrew scholars regard the NWT as being an erroneous translation, I will use verses directly from it below, in order to ask you a few questions. 

Your NWT says, “if we or an angel out of heaven were to declare to YOU as good news something beyond what we declared to YOU as good news, let him be accursed. As we have said above, I also now say again, whoever it is that is declaring to YOU as good news something beyond what YOU accepted, let him be accursed.” (Galatians 1:8-9). My Bible says the same thing.  This means if I’m right, and Christ is one with Jehovah, then you have a false gospel, and vice versa.  Do you realize, as hard as it may be to say, that either I am accursed or you are? ______________.

Do you think Jesus is Michael the Archangel? __________.  The Watchtower, February 15th, 1979, pg 31 states, “Jesus Christ, whom we understand from the Scriptures to be Michael the Archangel.”

Jude 9 But when Michael the archangel had a difference with the Devil and was disputing about Moses’ body, he did not dare to bring a judgment against him in abusive terms, but said: “May Jehovah rebuke you.”

Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus said to him: “Go away, Satan!” ….. 11 Then the Devil left him…

If Michael and Jesus were the same, why does Jesus directly rebuke Satan, while Michael does not?__________.

Hebrews 1:6 But when he again brings his Firstborn into the inhabited earth, he says: “And let all God’s angels do obeisance to him.”

Did you know that if you pick up a New World Translation printed before 1970, the phrase above, “do obeisance to him”, would read, “worship him”? _____________________.   Why did they change the wording?  ___________________.  Nevertheless, even the word obeisance means “to bow to someone of higher rank”.  If Jesus is merely an angel, why does the whole chapter of Hebrews 1 intentionally attempt to differentiate Him from angels, claiming He is the “exact representation” of God (1:3)?

Revelation 22:8 Well, I John was the one hearing and seeing these things. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel that had been showing me these things. 9 But he tells me: “Be careful! Do not do that! All I am is a fellow slave of you and of your brothers who are prophets and of those who are observing the words of this scroll. Worship God.”

Do angels accept worship? ________.  Does Jesus accept Worship? ________.  Would angels worship another angel? __________.

Did you know that the March 1880 (pg 83) and August 15,1941 (pg 252) issues of Watch Tower dictate that Jehovah’s witnesses should worship Jesus, thus supporting the claim that He is God, but the January 1st, 1954 (pg 31) and November 1st, 1964 (pg 671) issues dictate that we should not worship Jesus? _____________.  Why did they change their mind? __________. 

Genesis 1:1 In [the] beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Jn 1:1 In [the] beginning the Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god. 2 This one was in [the] beginning with God. 3 All things came into existence through him, and apart from him not even one thing came into existence…………14 So the Word became flesh and resided among us, and we had a view of his glory.

Isa 44:6 This is what Jehovah has said, the King of Israel and the Repurchaser of him, Jehovah of armies, ‘I am the first and I am the last, and besides me there is no God. 7 And who is there like me? Let him call out, that he may tell it and present it to me. From when I appointed the people of long ago, both the things coming and the things that will enter in let them tell on their part. 8 Do not be in dread, YOU people, and do not become stupefied. Have I not from that time on caused you individually to hear and told [it] out? And YOU are my witnesses. Does there exist a God besides me? No, there is no Rock. I have recognized none.’

Should John 1:1 really say “a god”?  _______.  My Bible says, “and the Word was GOD” in John 1:1.  The NWT translators, in an effort to make sure Jesus is not God, changed it to “a god”, even though there are 4 other verses in John 1 that also have Theos (“God”) without a definite article and are correctly translated in the NWT as “God,” not “a god” (See 1:6, 12, 13, 18).  Well as you can see in Isaiah 44:6, Jehovah said, “besides me there is no God”. If Jesus is “a god” wouldn’t you agree that he must be a false god, since there can be no other Gods?  ________. You’ll also notice that Genesis 1:1 says that God created the universe while John 1:3 (as well as Colossians 1:16-18) says that Jesus created the universe.  Is this a mistranslation or are they both one in the same? __________.

Colossians 2:9 because it is in him that all the fullness of the divine quality dwells bodily.

Why does the NWT translate theotetos as “the divine quality”, instead of something closer to its lexical meaning, “the state of being God”? ________.

Philipians 2:5 Keep this mental attitude in YOU that was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although he was existing in God’s form, gave no consideration to a seizure, namely, that he should be equal to God. 7 No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and came to be in the likeness of men.

What is Paul’s point in Philipians 2? ____________________.   Isn’t he exhorting us to humble our selves in a manner similar to Christ’s, Who, instead of considering His equality with God, emptied His divinity and humbly became as a man? ___________.

Jn 8:58 Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to YOU, Before Abraham came into existence, I have been.”

Did you know that all true literal translations (including your Greek Interlinear) translate the verb, “I AM”, instead of “I have been”?  __________.  In an attempt to veil the deity of Christ, the NWT translators changed the present tense Greek verb (“am”) to an English perfect tense (“have been”).  Why do you think the Jews picked up stones to stone Him in the next verse (8:59)?  Because He said He was very old (“have been”), or because He was using the title “I AM” which they knew was a title of God in the burning bush (Ex 3:14)? _______________.  

Isa 44:6 This is what Jehovah has said, the King of Israel and the Repurchaser of him, Jehovah of armies, ‘I am the first and I am the last, and besides me there is no God.

Rev 1:7 Look! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, and those who pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth will beat themselves in grief because of him. Yes, Amen.  8 “I am the Al'pha and the O·me'ga,” says Jehovah God, “the One who is and who was and who is coming, the Almighty.”

According to Isaiah 44:6, didn’t Jehovah say that, “I am the first and I am the last”, yet here in Revelation 1:8, Jesus goes by the same title (Alpha and Omega)?  Why does the NWT translate kurios (“Lord”) as “Jehovah God” in Revelation 1:8, especially in light of the host of verses which call Jesus “Lord” (Rom 1:7, 1 Cor 1:2, 16:23) ? __________.  According to 1 Cor 15:23 & Mt 24:39, who is the “coming” one, Jehovah God or Jesus? ________.  Who was pierced, Jesus or Jehovah God?  _________. 

Rev 22: 6 And he said to me: “These words are faithful and true; yes, Jehovah the God of the inspired expressions of the prophets sent his angel forth to show his slaves the things that must shortly take place. 7 And, look! I am coming quickly. Happy is anyone observing the words of the prophecy of this scroll.”

Rev 22:12 ‘Look! I am coming quickly, and the reward I give is with me, to render to each one as his work is. 13 I am the Al'pha and the O·me'ga, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 14 Happy are those who wash their robes, that the authority [to go] to the trees of life may be theirs and that they may gain entrance into the city by its gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and those who practice spiritism and the fornicators and the murderers and the idolaters and everyone liking and carrying on a lie.’ 16 “‘I, Jesus, sent my angel to bear witness to YOU people of these things for the congregations. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright morning star.’

Do you see a contradiction in the sender of the angel in these two passages? _______________.  Verse 6 says that Jehovah sent the angel while verse 16 says that Jesus sent the angel.  Either there is a mistranslation or Jesus and Jehovah are one in the same.

Jn 10:25 Jesus answered them: “I told YOU, and yet YOU do not believe. The works that I am doing in the name of my Father, these bear witness about me. 26 But YOU do not believe, because YOU are none of my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 And I give them everlasting life, and they will by no means ever be destroyed, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is something greater than all other things, and no one can snatch them out of the hand of the Father. 30 I and the Father are one.”  31 Once more the Jews lifted up stones to stone him. 32 Jesus replied to them: “I displayed to YOU many fine works from the Father. For which of those works are YOU stoning me?” 33 The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy, even because you, although being a man, make yourself a god.”

Why were the Jews going to stone Jesus? __________________.  Did the Jewish culture care about someone claiming to be “a god”, or more importantly the blasphemy of being “God”?  __________________.  Either Jesus was a liar, a lunatic, or God Himself!!

John 20:24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, who was called The Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 Consequently the other disciples would say to him: “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them: “Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails and stick my finger into the print of the nails and stick my hand into his side, I will certainly not believe.” …… 27 Next he said to Thomas: “Put your finger here, and see my hands, and take your hand and stick it into my side, and stop being unbelieving but become believing.” 28 In answer Thomas said to him: “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him: “Because you have seen me have you believed? Happy are those who do not see and yet believe.”

Was Thomas mistaken in calling Jesus “My Lord and my God”? ____________________.

Matthew 28:16 However, the eleven disciples went into Galilee to the mountain where Jesus had arranged for them, 17 and when they saw him they did obeisance, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth”

There’s that “obeisance” word again! They worshipped Him when they saw Him raised from the dead.  They knew His claims were true.  Why does the NWT insist on removing the idea of worship when it comes to Jesus? _______________.

Acts 13:2 As they were publicly ministering to Jehovah and fasting, the holy spirit said: “Of all persons set Bar'na·bas and Saul apart for me for the work to which I have called them.”

John 16:7 7 Nevertheless, I am telling YOU the truth, It is for YOUR benefit I am going away. For if I do not go away, the helper will by no means come to YOU; but if I do go my way, I will send him to YOU.

Ephesians 4:30 do not be grieving God’s holy spirit, with which YOU have been sealed for a day of releasing by ransom.

Romans 8:26 In like manner the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the [problem of] what we should pray for as we need to we do not know, but the spirit itself pleads for us with groanings unuttered.

Is the Holy Spirit a mere “force”? ______.   Could a mere force speak, be referred to as “he”, be grieved (saddened), or plead for people? ________.

Luke 16:20 But a certain beggar named Laz'a·rus used to be put at his gate, full of ulcers 21 and desiring to be filled with the things dropping from the table of the rich man. Yes, too, the dogs would come and lick his ulcers. 22 Now in course of time the beggar died and he was carried off by the angels to the bosom [position] of Abraham.“Also, the rich man died and was buried. 23 And in Ha'des he lifted up his eyes, he existing in torments, and he saw Abraham afar off and Laz'a·rus in the bosom [position] with him. 24 So he called and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Laz'a·rus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in anguish in this blazing fire.’

Isaiah 66:22-24 22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth that I am making are standing before me,” is the utterance of Jehovah, “so the offspring of YOU people and the name of YOU people will keep standing.” 23 “And it will certainly occur that from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath all flesh will come in to bow down before me,” Jehovah has said. 24 “And they will actually go forth and look upon the carcasses of the men that were transgressing against me; for the very worms upon them will not die and their fire itself will not be extinguished, and they must become something repulsive to all flesh.”

Matthew 10:28 And do not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; but rather be in fear of him that can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.

Rev 20:13 ..death and Hades gave up those dead in them, and they were judged individually according to their deeds. 14 And death and Ha'des were hurled into the lake of fire. This means the second death, the lake of fire.

Rev 20:10 And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulphur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet [already were]; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

According to the NWT verses above, does Hell exist? _________.  Do you think the story of Lazarus and the rich man is a mere parable?  ___________.  Did you know that the story of Lazarus and the rich man has no characteristics of a parable? __________.  No parable uses a specific person’s name nor describes a specific location.  Does the torment last eternally? ________.  

Deuteronomy 18:20 “‘However, the prophet who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded him to speak or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet must die. 21 And in case you should say in your heart: “How shall we know the word that Jehovah has not spoken?” 22 when the prophet speaks in the name of Jehovah and the word does not occur or come true, that is the word that Jehovah did not speak. With presumptuousness the prophet spoke it. You must not get frightened at him.’

According to the above passage, was C.T. Russell, the founder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, a false prophet? ___________.  Can you really trust your eternal destiny with teachings from a society that makes countless false prophecies?  ___________.  According to Jehovah’s Law, Russell would have been stoned to death as a false prophet.  Check out a few false prophecies for yourself:

· They predicted the second coming for 1784 (book The Harp of God, pgs. 236, 239-240). 

· They set the 'beginning of the end' for 1799 (The Harp of God 1928 edition, pgs. 235-239)

· They predicted Armageddon for 1914 (from the book The Time is At Hand, 1911 edition, p. 101). 

· Then Armageddon was changed to 1918 (book The Finished Mystery, 1917 edition, p. 485).  

· Then Armageddon was changed to 1925 (The Watch Tower magazine, July, 15, 1924, p. 211). 

· They predicted the return of Abraham and other prophets of old in 1925 (book Millions Now Living Will Die, 1920, p. 89-90).

· They said that 1914 was really the starting date for the last generation before Armageddon (The Watchtower, 11/1/1950, p. 419)

· Then, 6000 years of human history come to an end in 1975 (Awake! magazine, October 8, 1966, p. 8). 

· Then they said that 'anyone born by 1914 will see Armageddon' (The Watchtower, May 14, 1984, p. 5).

· Then they said that 'anyone who sees the events signaling the End, regardless of any relationship to 1914, will see Armageddon' (The Watchtower, November 1, 1995, pgs. 17-20)

Remember, all of the problems I have posed are from your own Bible, the New World Translation.  I’m showing you these things on your own ground, even though Scholars such as Dr. Bruce Metzger of Princeton University, Dr. Julius Mantey (author of A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament), and Greek scholar Dr. William Barclay, claim this translation is a “frightful mistranslation” and an “intellectually dishonest” translation.  You must be informed of these things because Jehovah said, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”(Hosea 4:6).  This key issue of Christ’s deity is essential to knowing who He is and the extent of what God did on the cross.  No “Holy Spirit energized” man or angel could live a sinless life and die for the world.  Psalm 49:7 says that “A brother doth no one at all ransom, He doth not give to God his atonement” (Young’s Literal Version).  Only God could do it for us.  Don’t belittle Him by saying He sent someone else to do it.  Jesus was God incarnate and He died for you.  He loves you.  Don’t believe lies.  Don’t believe things that “feel right” either. Remember, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked” (Jer 17:9 – KJV).  So I plead with you, don’t go with feelings, but rather go with truth.  God bless you.

