Thy Faith Hath Made Thee Whole

The Healing Power of God


A Clear Command

Jesus never turned away people from healing when He was on earth.  The Bible tells us,“great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all” (Mat 12:15). He did not heal everyone on Earth, but only those who came to Him. He wants us to have life and life more abundantly (Jn 10:10).  We should want the same.  We need to understand that Jesus came to the earth to do God’s will.  He calmed storms, healed diseases, and forgave sin.  If storms and diseases were directly from God the Father, why would Jesus, who is one with the Father, go against his Father’s will?  In calming storms and healing diseases he was doing God’s will.  The Bible says, “For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me” (Jn 6:38).  Physical healing was always part of the Old Testament blessings as well (Ex 23:25, Psalm 103:3), which we are heirs of, as will be examined later.  Usually Jesus would say, “Your faith has healed you” or “Your faith has made you whole” (Mat 9:22, Mat 15:28, Lk 8:48).  We need to be educated on what the Word says about who we are in Christ and what rights and promises we have as sons of God.  Knowing our promises and rights will increase our faith to obtain His promises.  God spoke through Hosea, saying, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hos 4:6). So let’s begin.  Consider the following command James gives those who are sick:

Jas 5:14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

Is “any one” of you sick (not “some” but “any”)?  Pray for healing.  This is a clear command.  Believe this passage.  It says, “the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well”.  It doesn’t say it “might” make them well. It also doesn’t specify “the sick person, of whom it’s God’s will to heal.” It also specifies conditions – a prayer offered in faith and a repentant heart.  Why is it that the clearest passages in the Bible are distorted by popular Church doctrine?  James also tells us that, “…ye have not, because ye ask not” (Jas 4:3).  You don’t get saved if you don’t ask for forgiveness and repent. Likewise, you probably won’t get healed if you don’t ask. We have a part to play. Don’t let anyone fool you. God gave us free will for a reason.  He intends us to use it to love Him, receive Him, and receive His promises. Consider the mistake Asa made in the following passage by putting all of his faith in physicians rather than seeking help from God.  Would he have lived if he had sought the Lord’s help?  I believe he would have:

2 Chron 16:12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet. Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the LORD , but only from the physicians. 13 Then in the forty-first year of his reign Asa died and rested with his fathers.

Stewardship Of Our Bodies – Sin Sometimes Causes Sickness

What does confessing our sin have to do with it, though?  Our own sin, irresponsible lifestyles, and bad stewardship of our bodies can often cause a lot of our health problems. James exhorts us to confess ours sins before God and repent for our sins.  Sin or irresponsible living may have caused the illness to begin with! For example, after one heart attack, would you still eat fried foods for dinner every night and sit around like a couch potato, still expecting healing from God? Repentance will help our healing. We must recognize that sometimes our suffering is a direct result of our sin or breaking of God’s natural laws. The passage below speaks of judgment for discipline of believers who partook of the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner. Sometimes the Lord needs to judge us, permitting affliction, to turn us away from sin and realign our priorities. We need to examine ourselves and do our part.  If we really wanted healed, we would do our part and take care of our God given body. Why should God heal us if we aren’t even worried about it enough to do our part? We have to do our part.  We are to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God (Rom 12:1).

 1Cor 11:28 A man ought to examine himself…. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31..if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. 32 When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned... (NIV) 

Some other examples concerning physical health problems are listed below:

· A diet of excessive fat and sugar may cause health problems.

Lev 7:23 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Ye shall eat no manner of fat……..

Prov 25:27 The eating of much honey is not good…

· Laziness (inactivity) and overeating cause health problems.  If our job is not active, as it was in OT days, we should exercise to keep our bodies active.  We should also maintain a balanced diet and not overeat.

Ezek 16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

Lk 21:34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting. [excess eating, drinking]


Pr 21:25 The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour.

· Stress and anger cause health problems (High Blood Pressure, Panic Disorder, Depression)

Pr 17:22 A rejoicing heart doth good to the body, And a smitten spirit drieth the bone.

· Our own corruption can cause us to reap what we sow.  If we sow corruption, our bodies will be corrupted (eg.homosexuality/permiscuous sex could lead to AIDS, excessive drinking leads to liver cancer, smoking leads to lung cancer and emphysema, etc.)

Gal 6:7 ….for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.

Obviously, when a believer falls back into “old” ways of the flesh, “as a dog hath returned to its vomit, a fool is repeating his folly” (Prov 26:11).  In the case of a believer who was a former alcoholic and falls back into drinking, “he is drinking injury” (Prov 26:6). This is why James 5:14-16 tells us to confess our sins (or repent) when we go for healing. Sometimes the problem could have been caused by our own sin or negligence of our bodies.  Repentance includes action.  We must take care of our bodies, for they are the temples of the Holy Ghost.  We also must strive to live for God and not sow corruption and immorality.  We need to put off the old man and put on the new man.  The new man is created to be like God, living in the Spirit and more apt to receive the blessing of healing.  So as I brief summary of this section, remember that in Psalm 107:17 the Israelites “Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted”, but in Vs 19-20, “they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses.  He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.” What grace God provides to those who call upon His name. Praise God for that Word that will heal us when we cry out.  Let’s now look at what the Word, Jesus Christ, did for New Covenant believers.
1) He Bore Our Sicknesses

Isa 53:4-5  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
The word “griefs” in the above verse is Choliy, which literally means “sickness” in Hebrew. Young’s Literal translation of verse 4 is:  “Surely our sicknesses he hath borne, And our pains -- he hath carried them.” This is an Old Testament Messianic prophecy showing that Jesus not only bore our sins but our sicknesses as well.  The Hebrew word for “healed” is Rapha, which is the same word used for all references to actual physical healing in the Old Testament.  The other verses below, also from Isaiah, show how our sicknesses were laid on Him, making His image so marred to the point of being unrecognizable. What affliction Jesus suffered to obtain salvation and healing for us. Oh believer, we must quit trying to say that God is not in the healing business anymore.  His visage was so marred for you. He did not bare your sickness in vain, but for a reason, as he bore your sin to free you from it.

Isa 52:14 As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man

Isa 53:10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief  

Then we see in the New Testament how this prophecy of Isaiah, definitely encompassed physical healing, was truly fulfilled.  How can any one refute such clear evidence of healing in the atonement? See the verses below:

Mat 8:16 When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias [Isaiah] the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.

1Pet 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

2) He Redeemed Us From The Curses Of The Law

Gal 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us…

Obviously the Law itself was not a curse.  The curse came by disobedience to the Law.  Obviously, Israel would often fall into apostasy and disregard the Law, thus having the curses of the Law, including sickness, manifested. Let’s look at the curses specific to sickness and disease:  

De 28:58 If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD; 59 Then the LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance. 60 Moreover he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto thee. 61 Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed.

Isn’t it glorious that lightning bolts aren’t flying and afflicting us with these sicknesses every time we sin?  We are not under the curse of the Law any more because Christ fulfilled the Law.  See the verse below:

Rom 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

It is as though we have completely obeyed the Law.  Of course God may still allow infliction to come upon us, as mentioned above, but it is not the norm because of grace.  God is a Father who is much more willing to help us up when we fall rather than kick us when we are down.  Well then what were some of the promises associated with obedience to the Law?

De 28:4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.

So remember, the Law was not just abolished in Christ. Jesus said, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Mat 5:18). But, as you just read, Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law (Gal 3:13) because in Him we fulfill the righteous requirements of the Law (Rom 8:4).

3) He Gave Us Authority Over The Power Of The Enemy

Most infirmities come directly from Satan or from reaping what we sow in a corrupted creation. Satan seeks to steal, kill, and destroy (Jn 10:10).  He roams about seeking those to devour (1 Pet 5:8).  Consider the following example of the woman Jesus healed:

Lu 13:16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

In fact, Peter, when addressing the Jews, made it clear that all those Jesus healed were bound by Satan, not by God:

Acts 10:38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

Obviously, a human being in his own strength is no match for Satan.  Therefore, Christ has given us authority to use His name to carry out His commission.  Before Jesus ascended He told His disciples, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” (Matt 28:18-19).  A delegation took place.  In simpler terms, all authority has been associated with the name of Jesus, but prior to His ascension He told us, “YOU GO!”  He is the head and we, the church, are the body.  So how do we carry out His delegation?  By using that powerful name of Jesus.  The demons shutter at the mention of this name.  Does this make us gods?  Not by any means.  It makes us ambassadors.  2 Corinthians 5:20 tells us, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.”  There is another even more important reason we can use His name?  It requires a quick lesson in culture first.  In the Jewish culture, the coming of age (Bar Mitzvah) is when a son by birth becomes a legally adopted son and heir of the family’s name.  The son then has legal right to the family name and the use of it in business affairs, etc.  When we accept Christ as Savior, we not only get the New Birth and spiritual son ship.  We also are legally adopted and given authority to use our Father’s name to carry out the Father’s business. See the scriptures below:  

Ro 8:15  but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ

Eph 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.

Ga 4:5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

Gal 3:26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Consider the following verses pertaining to the promised benefits we, as sons of God, are legal heirs of through the authority of the name of Jesus.  Notice how Jesus says, “whatever you ask IN MY NAME” and “IN MY NAME, they will …..”:

I Cor 1:18  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 

Lk 10:19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy
Jn 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

Mat 18:19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."

Mk 16:17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.

Mk 11:23 I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, `Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 

The verse above (Mark 11:23-24) gives the believer the right to speak things to be removed that do not line up with God’s will. It’s interesting that Jesus used the word mountain.  A mountain symbolizes an obstacle that is before you on a journey, especially on foot.  As royal priests (Rev 1:6), our journey is to glorify God and fulfill His plan of spreading the gospel, being the salt and light of the world, bearing good fruit.  Satan wants to place obstacles in our way to stop our journey and God’s plan.  But, remember, he doesn’t do it behind God’s back.  God knows and ordains all things.  Lamentations 3:37 tells us, “Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?”  He is omniscient.  In fact, the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan.  God is sovereign over all evil.  Satan doesn’t sneak it in while God isn’t looking.  God allows it to occur. God allowed Satan to afflict Job, nevertheless Satan was still the one who afflicted Him.  The content of this paper is not to answer the problem of evil but to address the Christian’s response to physical affliction by the evil one, even though God lets it occur.  God led Jesus to be tempted by Satan, yet Jesus overcame the tempter.  We should also overcome the enemy in similar situations, whether God led us to the situation or not.

The Power Of The Tongue

Words are important, whether they are good or evil.  God spoke the universe into existence.  Luke 6:45 tells us that “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh”.  James tells us, “The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature.” (Jas 3:6).  If our mind is transformed to know who we are in Christ rather than being conformed to the world (Rom 12:2), our heart lines up with the Word and will of God, and our faith is to the point of expectation, we will boldly speak out.  The world may tell us “you have two weeks to live”.  If I transform my mind to know my rights as a child of God, I would say, “My God is able to deliver me.”  This is what Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego said when faced with death.  This is what Hezekiah pursued when he was told it was his time to die.  David, faced with death, said, “I will not die, but live and declare the works of the Lord.”  Some might say, “I better go say goodbye to everyone because it’s my time.”  Proverbs 18:21 tell us, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.”   I choose to use the first approach taken by Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Hezekiah, and David.  Part of our armory of defense against the devil is the sword of the spirit, which is the spoken Word of God (Eph 6:17).  Mark 11:23-24 tells us we should speak boldly against the enemy.  We can therefore substitute the following words in for mountain in Mark 11:23-24:
I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this cancer `Go, throw yourself into the sea,'

I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this heart defect `Go, throw yourself into the sea,'
I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this virus `Go, throw yourself into the sea,'

I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this muscular dystrophy `Go, throw yourself into the sea,'

The Best Mentor:  Jesus

How did Jesus deal with diseases?  Jesus boldly spoke demons and sicknesses out of people and spoke a storm still.  He loved to heal people, because healing glorified the Father.  In John 9, Jesus and the disciples walk passed a blind man.  The disciples ask him if the man was blind because of sin.  Jesus answered, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.”  Jesus then healed the man.  Jesus told the disciples in John 14:12 that believers would do the things He did and even greater things.  Aren’t we predestined to be conformed to His image? Isn’t He the example we want to follow?  Romans 8:29 tells us, “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.”  So if He spoke boldly against these things so shall we.  He told us in Mark 16:17 that those who believe would specifically cast out demons, be safe from poisons and deadly animals, lay hands on people and heal them, and speak in tongues.  What an armory of defense He gave us to remove the “Mountains” the enemy may put in our way.

Our Other Mentors:  The Apostles

Once Jesus ascended, the Apostles continued His ministry.  First I would like to establish the fact that Paul instructed several of the churches he wrote to that they were to follow the example of the apostles (I Cor 4:16, Php 3:17, 2 Thes 3:9).  So we should look at how the apostles dealt with healing and follow their example, which as you will see, was the same methodology Jesus used.  They spoke boldly against diseases and demons, etc.  Consider the following verses:

Acts 3:6 Then Peter said silver or gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee:  In the name of Jesus of Nazareth rise up and walk.

Acts 9:33 And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy. 34 And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed.

Acts 28:8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him.

Acts 9:37 And it came to pass in those days, that she [Dorcas] was sick, and died….. 40 … Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes

Acts 4:29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

They were clearly speaking words of faith using the authority associated with the name of Jesus Christ.  They were given the legal right to use that name as adopted sons of God.  Did they themselves do the healing?  No.  They made sure they told the crowds that it was not them who healed people, but Jesus.  Peter told the crowd, “Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?” (Acts 3:12).  Notice in Acts 4:29 (Above), the apostle prayed, “stretching thine hand to heal”, clearly acknowledging that any healing was a direct act of God and not man.  Now we are to carry the torch and boldly speak against disease, demons, the power of sin, temptation of the tempter, strongholds and speak protection over our households (Ps 91), that “There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.” because God “put his angels in charge over thee”.  He also sent us His Holy Spirit, which helps us in our infirmities (Rom 8:26). “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession..”
Let’s further discuss expectation.  This is by no means “Faith in Faith” or “Faith in ourselves”, but it is “Faith in God’s faithfulness”.  Our faith must be exercised with humility.  We cannot place “faith in faith” or “faith in ourselves”.  Neither should we become proud of our abilities to speak against the enemy.  We must humble ourselves as “babes” before God in order for our God given rights over the enemy to be manifested.  The following verses make this clear:

Jas 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Lu 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.
In Genesis 17, God calls Abram Abraham: “father of many nations”.  Meanwhile Abram was old and had no sight of this.  Yet since God promised it, Abram began calling himself “Abraham”.  He was speaking something that did not appear to be as though it was.  Romans 4:17 says “As it is written: ‘I have made you a father of many nations.’ He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.”  Therefore we should expect our promises to be fulfilled such as “The prayer of faith will make the sick person well” (James 5:14) and “they [Christians] will lay hands on the sick and they will get well” (Mark 16:17). Also, Abraham was going to slay Isaac but God had previously promised him to be a “father of many nations” and therefore Abraham claimed Isaac would rise from the dead because God does not lie.  God is immutable.  Oh, if only our faith in God’s promises could be like the ancients.  The verses below from Hebrews 11 commend this kind of expectant faith exemplified in Abraham and the other ancients:

Heb 11:9 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.

Heb 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.

God fulfills His promises because, “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.” (Heb 11:1).  I can’t stress enough that we need to let God transform our minds (Rom 12:2) to know who we are in Him and what rights we have in Him rather than being conformed to the world.  What is the best way to let God transform you?  By confessing His word over and over again until it becomes part of you.  The next section discusses this.

Confessing The Word

His words need to dwell in our hearts and then “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Lk 6:45).  The following passages address the multitude of verses pertaining specifically to healing.  After examining ourselves, humbling ourselves before God, and repenting for any sin that may have caused the condition, we should confess verses such as the following over our lives:

Ps 91:2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.

Ps 91:10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

Ps 103:2 Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits--3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases.

Prov 4:20 …attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.  21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.  22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.

Prov 3:7 Be not wise in thine own eyes. Fear the Lord and depart from evil. 8 This will bring health to thy navel and marrow to the bones.

The Psalms and Proverbs contain so many encouraging scriptures pertaining to healing.  God’s Word must turn from “Logos” into “Rhema”.  Both Greek words mean “word”.  “Logos” means expression of an idea or a message in its entirety.  “Rhema” means the communication of that message; a deep revelation in the spirit.  That’s when the Word becomes real in the heart, as opposed to a mere acknowledgement of its truth.  If God’s words are life and health to our bodies (Prov 4:22) we need to keep confessing His Word over our lives, getting it into our hearts, letting it become “Rhema”, and speaking health to our bodies because the Lord says: 

Isa 55:11 So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

David boldly spoke, “I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done.” (Ps 118:17).  Jesus told us to boldly speak against mountains in our way (Mark 11:23).  What we speak is of utmost importance because “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks” (Lk 6:45).  If God’s word is in your heart then His Word should flow from your mouth and this word is life and health to your body according to Proverbs 4:22.  We should speak life and healing to our bodies because:

Prov 10:11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life. (and we are righteous in God’s eyes due to  II Cor 5:21)
Prov 12:18 Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 

Prov 18:20 From the fruit of his mouth a man's stomach is filled; with the harvest from his lips he is satisfied.21 The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

Don’t accept premature defeat in your health.  That’s what the enemy wants.  He wants us to be slaughtered but I say “Nay” just as Paul did:   “As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” (Rom 8:36-37)

Spiritual Warfare and God’s Timing

Remember that healing is not usually immediate.  It is a fight of faith.  If walking the Christian walk were easy, Paul wouldn’t exhort us to “Fight the fight of faith.” Just boldly pray for, confess, and have faith in the promise of healing to be fulfilled.  Consider Job, who was afflicted time after time by Satan, yet he waited on the Lord and praised the Lord through it.  It took a while for him to get healed.  We don’t know what is going on in the supernatural because, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph 6:12).  Consider Daniel when he prayed to God.  It took 21 days for God to answer his prayer because there was some major warfare going on in the supernatural.  The following passage explains what happened:

Dan 10:12  Do not be afraid Daniel.  Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them.  13  But the prince of the Persian Kingdom resisted me twenty one days.  Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 14 Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.

4) He Brought Us The Gospel, Which Means “Good News”.  

What is the good news?  Here is the “Good News” Jesus exclaimed:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” (Lk 4:18).  Of course the main thing we associate with the gospel is salvation.  Well, what rights does salvation encompass? Of course the salvation of our souls is of first and foremost importance.  How does it tie to what Jesus said in Luke 4:18 though?  What is “liberty for the bruised”, “deliverance to the captives”, and “recovering of sight to the blind”?  Was He specifically talking about all spiritual things only?  Let’s have a look:

Rom 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Rom 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
In both of the above verses, the Greek word saved is Sozo, which means, “to save, keep safe and sound, to rescue from danger or destruction.”  We usually refer to being “saved” exclusively as having eternal life, or going to heaven.  All Evangelical Christians would agree on this point.  The Bible also uses the same Greek word in several instances to denote salvation from physical destruction or wholeness in body and spirit.  Salvation encompasses our eternal safety, beginning now, in the shelter God’s hands.  Consider the following examples:

Example of Sozo in Jesus’ ministry:

Mk 6:56 And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole.

In this verse, “whole” is the same word Sozo.  Notice that every one that touched him got healed.  None were turned away.   If he had turned them away, would that be “Good News”?  That sounds like “Bad News”.   Matthew 9:20-22 mentions a specific example of a woman with an issue of blood:

“For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.”

In this passage, again, “whole” is the same word Sozo.  Notice that she saw herself healed in her mind.  She saw herself touching His garment and being healed.  Her faith made her whole because she expected healing.  Abram did the same thing when God promised he would be Abraham (“father of many nations”).  Though he was old and his wife was barren, he began to call himself “Abraham”.  He expected and acted on the promise.
Example of Sozo in the apostolic ministry:

And there they preached the gospel. And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked: The same heard Paul speak: who steadfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. (Acts 14:7-10)  

In this passage, “Healed” is the same word Sozo.  Notice the four components leading to his healing:  1)  The apostles taught  the “full gospel” that Jesus preached (Lk 4:18), which must have included healing.  Why else would the crippled man immediately have the faith to be physically healed after hearing their message?  2) The crippled man heard the gospel and we know that “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom 10:17).  Interestingly, the Greek word for “word of God” here in Romans 10:17 is “Rhema” (mentioned earlier).  The crippled man had a deep revelation in his spirit of the gospel preached.  He heard the “Logos” and it became “Rhema”.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the “Rhema” of God; not just the mere acknowledgement of the “Logos”.  3) He had faith to be healed so they boldly spoke healing over him rather than praying if it was God’s will. 4) He did his part by acting on the Word when Paul told him to stand upright.

Believer, healing is part of the “Good” News.  Acts 10:38 tells us that Jesus “went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil.”  Healing those bound by Satan was good.  Therefore disease is not good.  It is a result of the fall.  Was the fall God’s will? No.  Nevertheless He foreordained redemptive history due to His foreknowledge of it.  Adam’s sin was not His will.  His will is that we don’t sin.  If there were no sin, there would be no sickness.  Therefore sickness is not God’s will.  How could something evil be God’s will?  He can ordain evil to be turned to good.  Nevertheless, that doesn’t mean it was originally good.  Disease is evil and has its roots in sin.  The removal of it is good.  “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness” (Jas 1:7).  Healing is one of these gifts.  Why would God pick and choose? Jesus did good by healing people, without variableness.  Nevertheless, not all of the people on the earth were healed by Him. Who was healed by him? Only the ones that came to Him diligently believing. 
5) He Made Us The Seed Of Abraham And Heirs Of The Covenant

We don’t deserve healing because of what we do or how hard we pray, but because of who we are. Consider the following verse again:

Lu 13:16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

She was entitled to healing because she was a daughter of Abraham.  Well, praise God! We are also sons and daughters of Abraham by the work of Christ?  See the verses below.

Gal 3:6 Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 7 Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.
Gal 3:29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

In the Old Testament, God promised healing if they obeyed His commandments. He commanded them, “Worship the Lord your God and his blessing will be on your food and water.  I will take away sickness from among you.” (Ex 23:25).  He commanded them, “Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy father  …. And the LORD will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt.” (Deut 7:12,15).  What was the extent of this covenant? Verse 9 says, “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;” In addition, Psalm 105 reiterates that God “hath remembered his covenant forever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations” (vs 8).  Generations of whom?  “O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.” Galatians 3:29 tells me that I am Abraham’s seed.  Continuing in Psalm 105, Verse 37 tells us, “there was not one feeble person among their tribes.” Has God broken this everlasting covenant in the New Testament, to us who are now joint heirs with Christ? No way! In Psalm 89:34 God promises, “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.”  In fact, we have a better covenant than the Old Covenant, with better blood and better promises. Hebrews 8:6 tells us, “now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.” Why should we, not only heirs of the Abrahamic covenant promises, but also heirs of a better covenant, be promised something less? Finally, observe the promise Jehoshaphat reiterated to God when faced with the information that the Moabites and Ammonites were joining forces to defeat him:

2 Chr 20:6 …O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee? 7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, 9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

God acknowledged Jehoshaphat’s faith in His promise and told Him “the battle is not yours, but God's.” God subsequently destroyed his enemies.  A couple of key points to see are, first of all, the protection from the EVIL of pestilence (disease, plague, etc.) was promised to the “seed of Abraham”.  Again, we are the seed of Abraham according to Galatians 3:29.  Secondly, the Hebrew word for “help” above is Yasha, which means to save or deliver.  God will hear our cry and deliver us from pestilence! We need to cry out like Jehoshaphat and hold onto the promises given to Abraham’s seed. The Psalmist claimed the same promise in Psalm 91:3 when he cried out, “Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.”  

Are the covenant promises in the Old Testament still for today?  Undoubtedly.  Paul reiterates the disobedience of the Israelites in the desert 1 Corinthians 10 and tells the Corinthians, “Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed…Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted…Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured...Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition.” Notice how he refers to the Old Testament Israelites as tempting “Christ”.  Christ clearly makes the bridge between the Old and New Testament.  God’s will to heal the obedient has not changed. Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8).

Answers To The Tough Questions
1) What about Job?

Job was afflicted by Satan (though God permitted it to prove to Satan Job’s unshakable faith) most likely because, though he was upright, he lacked in faith.  Fear is the opposite of faith.  When Job was afflicted, he said, “For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.” His faith was attacked.  It increased during this trial, though. He persevered to the end and received his healing and got blessed more than before. This is an example of a spiritual battle taking place like the above example in Daniel where it took 21 days for his prayer to be answered.  Healing is not always immediate.  Also, we have to remember that present promises prevent past performance.  We know that Job’s children were taken at the enemy’s hands.  But we have a New Testament promise in Ephesians 6:1 which states, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."  That is a promise of long life on the earth for those who obey their parents in the Lord.  God can’t break a promise because that would make Him a liar.  So we should not go around saying “God killed my children” or “I have Job’s boils” or “God doesn’t want me to get better”.  That’s totally contrary to what the Word portrays about God.  The Word says, “For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.” (Lam 3:33).
2) What about Paul’s thorn, which he pleaded  three times to be removed?

Paul’s thorn was not a disease.  The Old Testament reveals this clearly.  Numbers 33:55 says, “But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.” Jude 2:3 says, “Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you.” Do these sound like diseases?  No way! In scripture, a thorn in the side is clearly something that will “Vex” you, or aggravate you or annoy you. What was annoying Paul? In 2 Corinthians 12:7, Paul says, “There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me.”  Obviously, just looking at the structure of the sentence, it is clear to see that the symbolic thorn in his side was “the messenger of Satan.”  The Greek word for messenger is Aggelos, which is used over 180 times in scripture to refer to Satan’s messengers and demons. It could have been some emotional torment or temptation sent by Satan that kept vexing him, but was by no means a physical ailment.

3) What about diseases in the Old Testament? 

For various reasons the Jews were inflicted or held captive in the Old Testament.  As mentioned earlier, the curse of disobeying the Law included sickness and disease.  God always wanted to restore them back to health if they would only turn their faces and seek Him (Num 21:8, II Chron 7:14).  In addition, the practices established in the Old Testament Law have become some of the best hygiene practices even to this day.  God cared about the health of his people and demanded strict sanitary practices, which if practiced would minimize the spreading of germs and viruses.  Thank God we are free from the curse of the Law.
4) It is an absurd notion to think all Christians get healed, because they don’t 

This is an experiential statement.  Most Christians observe that Christians get sick and therefore interpret scripture based on experience.  Shouldn’t all truth come from scripture?  If James 5:14 is truth, shouldn’t we hold on to that instead of letting doubt come in?  We don’t always know why things happen the way they do, but we should not judge God’s will based on that.  Too many people change Biblical truth, which clearly reveals God as a healer, when they see that it doesn’t always seem to come to fruition.  Therefore they just say, “It isn’t always his will”.  I don’t buy that.  The same business occurred with the doctrine of salvation. 1 Timothy 2:3 tells us it is God’s will for all men to be saved. Obviously, not all are saved.  So many religious groups now claim that it is not God’s will for all to be saved, which results in Calvinism. If His Word declares me healed, I accept that in the spirit.  If I don’t get healed, it’s not of God’s doing. He and His Word are perfect.  The problem is in me.  I am imperfect.  Is sin blocking my healing? Am I not seeking God like I should? Do I not have enough faith? Is God’s timing not what I anticipated? Am I not stepping out in faith enough?  I may not know for sure, but I need not give up.  Consider David when his son was deathly ill as a result of David’s sin with Bath Sheba. He fasted and wept pleading with the Lord for days.  After the child died he answered his servants:

2 Sam 12:22 “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought “WHO KNOWS?” the l
Lord may be gracious to me and let the child live. 23 But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.”   

He boldly pleaded with the Lord for days.  But after his son died he did not attempt to analyze the situation.  His faith did not waiver.  His Psalms still reflect God’s will to heal all diseases of those who follow Him.  Consider the following Psalm David wrote:
Psalm 103:2 Praise the Lord oh my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases.
Therefore we should boldly stand on the truth and not let our experiences waver the truth spoken in the Word.

5) We all physically die.  If we were all healed no one would die.

Of course we all die.  That is part of the whole course of events ever since the fall of man, which brought about the curse. But God has a plan for our lives and wills that we have a full life span to carry out his plan. The curse has been alleviated for God’s chosen people.  For example, the Hebrew women were alleviated from the extent of pain in child bearing given by the curse of the fall.  They were different than the Egyptian women in that they gave birth swiftly which would entail a less amount of pain.  We are told in Exodus 1:19 :  “And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them”.  It is true that the context of this passage was probably the Egyptian midwives lying to Pharaoh to save their lives because they did not follow his command to kill the first-born Hebrews. Some people say it was not a lie since God blessed them afterwards and God does not bless sin (lying is a sin, even if the motive is good). Nevertheless, I believe the curse is alleviated, though not completely removed, from believers. Noah’s Father Lamech prophesied upon his birth that, “[Noah] shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed”(Gen 5:29).  Noah was the first to be part of the redemptive acts of God, finally to be culminated in Christ.  He prophesied the curse, which entailed the toil of our hands, would be comforted, though not removed, in Christ. Isaiah prophesied that Christ bore our pain and sickness on the cross.  Of course there is still some sorrow in man’s work and sorrow in a woman’s child bearing (Both the same Hebrew word, meaning labor, not necessarily pain), but something has to be said for that.  Doesn’t the New Covenant grant us even better promises and glory than the Old Covenant?  Hebrews 8:6 tells us, “But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.” In the Old Testament, God promised them healing if they obeyed His commandments (Ex 23:25, Deut 7:15).  Why should we, in a better covenant, be promised something less?  That doesn’t make any sense.  Consider the example of Hezekiah who was appointed by the Lord to die; yet after Hezekiah prayed, the Lord prolonged his days fifteen years.  Would his days have been prolonged if he would have said, “well, it’s my time”?  Maybe; maybe not.  We have an appointed time to live, not an appointed time to die!!! Imagine how many people God could use someone to lead to Him if his or her life was elongated.

Isa 38:1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live. 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD.

Isa 38:4 Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, 5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.

Following are several more verses showing how God prolonged people’s days:

Ex 23:25 “Worship the Lord your God and his blessing will be on your food and water.  I will take away sickness from among you. 26 and none will miscarry or be barren in the land.  I will give you a full life span.”

Psalm 91:16 “with long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation”

Psalm 61:6 Thou wilt prolong the king's life: and his years as many generations.

Pr 9:11 For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased.

Pr 28:16 …… but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.

Pr 10:27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.

Deeu 4:40 Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.

Deut 5:16 Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

God clearly wanted His people to have a full life span and their lives could be prolonged according to the scriptures listed above.   He declared in Genesis 6:3, “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.”  This is a ripe old age.  It is proven, mainly in the orient, that the human body is designed to be able to last that long.  Psalm 90:10 tells us, “The length of our days is seventy years or eighty, if we have the strength;” (NIV).  Notice that it says, “if WE have the strength.”  It doesn’t say, “if God feels like it.”  Our spiritual strength plays a part in our health.  Paul himself says:

“….for to me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain. And if to live in the flesh [is] to me a fruit of work, then what shall I choose? I know not; for I am pressed by the two, having the desire to depart, and to be with Christ, for it is far better, and to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account, and of this being persuaded, I have known that I shall remain and continue with you all, to your advancement and joy of the faith.” 

Notice He says, “What shall I choose?”  He knew that going to heaven is way better than this life, but he chose to remain in the flesh to minister to the church and spread the gospel, a calling much more necessary by God than to have Paul in heaven.  He had an active part and choice in whether he would live or die.  In Psalm 90:10, he would be counted as one of us who had “the strength”. How many more souls can be one by a young Christian who gets sick and claims it’s Gods will for him to die, and therefore dies.  What good does that do anyone? What is more necessary for the furtherance of the church?  Is someone really going to learn something from this person’s death?  If so, what?  Can’t someone learn more from that person’s life?

6) It’s not God’s will to heal me.

There are four scenarios I would like to consider: 

1) God is willing to heal but not able, which makes Him impotent. 

2) God is able to heal but does not get involved, making Him impersonal. 

3) God is able to heal and willing to heal.

4) God is able to heal but not willing that we be healed.

I would like to address the fourth scenario with a question.  If you are ill and believe God does not will to heal you, why do you go to the doctor, take medicine, and do everything in your power to take the sickness away?  Aren’t you going against God’s will?  If healing is God’s will, why should we just rely on our works and the works of doctors and medicines only?  This is like relying on works rather then grace.  We should first and foremost go to the throne of grace, as instructed in James 5:14.

7) If healing is in the atonement, why do Christians still get sick?

I would like to respond to this question with a question also.  If freedom from the power of sin in our lives is part of the atonement, then why do we still sin?  I guess the answer to my question is, we are in the flesh.  We know, “The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”(Matt 26:41).  Just as freedom from the power of sin is in the spirit, and we exercise our faith and let God sanctify our flesh, so also we were healed by His stripes.  Healing then needs to be made unleashed in the flesh by our faith as well.  All things of God are manifested in us by faith. Healing is not altogether different from sanctification.  In addition, don’t forget that sin causes sickness.  Whether ordained from God or the subsequent natural law from reaping what we sow in this Satan-led world, sin causes sickness. 

8) Doesn’t Romans 8:17 say we are heirs with Christ “if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together”?

That’s exactly what it says.  Did Jesus ever get sick during his earthly ministry?  Did he have any diseases?  What suffering is this referring to? Persecution!!! Disease is not persecution. We are promised to be a persecuted people, not a sick people. Martyrdom is the ultimate ministry of spreading the gospel, laying the truth down with your life, a ministry ordained by God. There is no greater ministry than this and it was an apostolic calling.  

Conclusion

Are some Christians barren? Do some miscarry? Do some die young? Yes. Why?  Like David says “Who knows?” (2 Sam 12:22).  I would rather have to answer that question a thousand times than to go on saying “It is not God’s will to heal me.”  I pray God’s blessing and peace for those who have gone through these tragedies.  Jesus Himself was the ultimate example of pain and suffering.  He knows our pain and agony. He bore it. When we get stricken we need to not only trust in His promises, but also ask for His comfort, because he felt the same pain and cried the same tears.  He wept when friends died.  He shed His blood. He felt betrayal and emotional distress. Understanding this also helps the healing process because he went through all of it for us.  He bore our infirmities.  I pray that this paper has given you a new perspective on healing and increased knowledge of God’s word pertaining to healing.  Remember, God spoke through Hosea, saying, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” (Hos 4:6).  We need to know that God is still Jehoveh Rapha, our Healer. Too many people see him as a mere comforter and sympathizer in our sicknesses.  He is God ALMIGHTY!  He is willing and able to heal!
