1. BACKGROUND OF MORMONISM

FOUNDER & PROPHET:  Joseph Smith, born on December 23, 1805, in Sharon, Vermont. The Smith family migrated to western New York, near Palmyra, in 1816. It was there that Joseph spent his teenage years. As Joseph recounted, when he was fourteen years old (1820), he became concerned as to which church to join.

FIRST VISION:  The different churches in his area were at odds with one another, each claiming to be the true church. After reading James 1:5--"If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him" (KJV)--he went into the woods to prayerfully ask God which church he should join. According to Joseph, while praying in the woods near his home, he received his "first vision" of God. As he was battling the powers of darkness, he was delivered when a pillar of light descended upon him. Two personages appeared in the pillar of light. Although they never explicitly identified themselves, Joseph described the personages as God the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. He asked the Son which church he should join. Claimed Joseph, "I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong . . . that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt. . . ." (Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith--History 1:19). 

VISITATIONS BY MORONI & THE GOLDEN PLATES: In September of 1823 Joseph allegedly received several visitations from the angel Moroni (reportedly, a resurrected prophet/warrior). According to Moroni, God had chosen Joseph to be the prophet of the restoration. He was to restore the power and authority of the priesthood, and translate a book containing an account of the origin and history of the former inhabitants of Central America. This book contained an alleged account of the resurrected Jesus visiting these people. But it was not until 1827 that Joseph was lead by the angel Moroni to unearth the golden plates, upon which was inscribed the text of the Book of Mormon in "Reformed Egyptian."

THE REVIVED PRIESTHOOD: In May of 1829, while in the process of translating the golden plates, Joseph Smith and his scribe, Oliver Cowdery, decided to pray and ask God about baptism and the authority to baptize (they had read of it in the Book of Mormon). As they prayed, a light engulfed them and John the Baptist allegedly appeared. He bestowed the Aaronic Priesthood upon both Joseph and Oliver—authorizing them to preach the gospel and to baptize and administer the sacraments. But this priesthood was only one of two priesthoods reportedly granted to Joseph. Being the lesser, it did not authorize the laying on of hands, nor did it authorize the reestablishment of the true church.  Sometime in 1829 or 1830, Joseph and Oliver prayed and were answered in another vision. This time, the apostles Peter, James and John are said to have appeared to bestow the Melchizedek Priesthood (the more authoritative priesthood) upon both Joseph and Oliver.

IMPRISONMENT AND DEATH OF JOSEPH SMITH:  After being excommunicated from the church for opposing Joseph's polygamy and unbiblical teachings (e.g. a plurality of gods), William Law, a citizen of Nauvoo, along with several associates, founded The Nauvoo Expositor (a newspaper exposing these doctrines and practices of the "fallen prophet"). Upon the newspaper’s first issue, Joseph, as mayor of the city, declared the press a public nuisance. The city marshal, along with hundreds of Mormon men, destroyed the press and office of the Expositor. This event eventually led to Joseph's incarceration in Carthage, Illinois. On June 27, 1844, an armed mob attacked the Carthage jail. Although Joseph shot three of the intruders (killing two) with a handgun that had been smuggled into the jail, both he and his brother, Hiram, were overwhelmed and killed.

2. DOCTRINES

WHO IS GOD?

God was once a man. He gradually attained godhood by living a perfectly righteous life.  God is one god and the Holy Spirit and Jesus are part of the godhead council. God is not the only God and any perfect Mormon can become a god. God has a goddess wife. God is limited to a physical body. “The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's: the Son also ...” (D&C 130:22).

Comparing to scripture:

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:24)

Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.( Luke 24:39)

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Jesus and Satan, like the rest of us, were spirit brothers and sons of God. The Mormon Church teaches that our Father in heaven, who has a body of flesh and bone like man (D&C, Section 130), with Mary, procreated the human Jesus in a natural, human way.  This is contradictory to scripture which states, “For by him [The Son] were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible” (Col 1:16).  Would “all things” include the creation of Satan?  As Joseph Fielding Smith, a former prophet of the Mormon church, alludes, "Christ was begotten of God. He was not born without the aid of Man, and that Man was God!" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p. 18). Jesus has nothing more in His life than what is attainable by anyone else. Jesus was married. The Mormon prophet Joseph Smith is "an instrument in the hands of the Almighty in restoring to the earth the ancient truths of the divine gospel" (The Mormon Church News, Conference Issues 1970-1987, p.16) who was a descendant of Jesus.

MANKIND AND POLYTHEISM

According to Mormon doctrine, all humans pre-existed as spirit children of God before coming to earth. Even before we became spirits, we existed eternally as individual intelligences. Now that we have come to earth and have mortal bodies, we have the opportunity to become worthy to return to our Father in heaven and become gods. This is the core teaching of Mormonism and is called "the Law of Eternal Progression." (See, McConkie, pp. 589-590.)  Ironically, the Book of Mormon taught Monotheism at first:

... the only and true doctrine of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which is one God, without end.(2 Nephi 31:21)

When Zeezrom, one of the characters mentioned in the book of Alma, asked Amulek, a man who said "nothing ... contrary to the Spirit of the Lord", "Is there more than one God?" Amulek answered emphatically, "... No" (Alma 11:22, 28-29, BM).

Later, Joseph Smith changed his mind and wrote in D&C 121.28,  “... [a] time to come in the which nothing shall be withheld, whether there be one God or many gods, they shall be manifest.”  This is extremely non-Biblical.  Jehoveh specifically stated:

I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.﻿ (Is 44:6, the Bible)
Any other god would be a false god, according to the Father.  Mormonism’s emphasis on this “godhood” has its origins in the Garden of Eden, where Satan tempted Adam and Eve with the desire to become Gods:

Genesis 3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye cat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

Therefore, instead of emphasizing, “Christ crucified” as Paul did (1 Cor 1:23), mormonism emphasizes “man deified”. 

HEAVEN 

Although there is some form of punishment (possibly temporary) for those that are most wicked, Christ will usher in a kingdom that will consist of three levels ... the celestial kingdom (for perfect Mormons), terrestrial kingdom (for other Mormons) and telestial kingdom (for everyone else).

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD

This ritual is a form of baptism, whereby a living Mormon is vicariously baptized for those who have died as unbelievers. These departed non-Mormon spirits exist in a form of purgatory. If they choose to accept baptism carried out in their name, they become "heirs of salvation".

D&C 124:36: For it is ordained that in ... those places which 1 have appointed for refuge, shall be the places for your baptisms for your dead.

D&C 138:58: The dead who repent will be redeemed, through obedience to the ordinances of the house of God, 59 And after they have they have paid the penalty of their transgressions, and are washed clean, shall receive a reward according to their works, for they are heirs of salvation.

Mormons also claim that this doctrine is found in the Bible in 1 Corinthians 15:29:

Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?

If this verse supported that doctrine, then the Bible contradicts itself.  Paul does not commend this practice.  He was merely saying, “if there isn’t life after death – why do humans have such an innate feeling that they need to attain it?”  Taking isolated verses out of context is very dangerous. The Bible clearly states:

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. (Heb 9:27)

For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? (Mat 16:26) 

These verses clearly state that once we die, that’s it.  While in this “world”, we choose to either profit the worldly good and “lose” our soul, or we profit the heavenly good and have eternal life.  This is determined during our earthly existence.  There aren’t second chances.  What kind just God is that, who let’s someone deny him their entire earthly existence and then be saved on the merit of someone else? 

SALVATION BY FAITH AND WORKS

Mormons can never have full assurance of personal salvation. They believe that Christ's shed blood is not a sufficient basis for God to forgive a man's sins. Mormons believe that it is through Christ's atonement AND their own obedience to the prescribed laws and ordinances that one is saved.

PGP, Articles of Faith 3: We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel (cf. D&C 138:4)

Tithing is one example. D&C 119:1-5 instructs Mormons to pay their surplus property and money as tithes giving one tenth of their interest annually to the church. As an added incentive, the Mormon is told.

... he that is tithed shall not be burned at his [the Lord's] coming. (D&C 64.23)

They often use the passage from James 2 that states:

“17 ﻿Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alonec﻿. ﻿ 18 ﻿Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without﻿d﻿ thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. ﻿ 19 ﻿Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.﻿ 20 ﻿But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?﻿ 21 ﻿Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?﻿ 22 ﻿Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? ﻿ 23 ﻿And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.﻿ 24 ﻿Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.﻿ 25 ﻿Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?﻿ 26 ﻿For as the body without the spirit﻿e﻿ is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

The above passage is stating that genuine faith in Christ PRODUCES works.  The same ideas here are paralleled in Hebrews 11, which mentions the same two personalities – Abraham and Rahab.

17 ﻿By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son…. 31 ﻿By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace. ﻿ 

Their faith was already there.  This faith in and of itself was more than enough to save them.  We know this because Genesis 15:6 states that, “And he [Abraham] believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” Abraham was justified by faith prior to doing ANY WORKS. His faith was “shown or exhibited” (Acceptable Strong’s definition for “justified”) by his works.

Works are a RESULT of salvation, not a requirement.  They are a fruit by which believers are known; an evidence; an obvious overflow of the love of God in our hearts.  The Bible clearly states, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”(Eph. 2:8).  Scripture teaches that "... by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight" (Romans 3:20). Mormonism claims that the atonement provided only the OPPORTUNITY for men to achieve their own salvation. The Bible has strong words for people who believe this:

For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. (Rom. 10.3)

Imagine trying to give a judge your 2 pennies when your fine is a million dollars.  Our 2 cents worth is nothing compared to the demands of eternal justice.  Our 2 pennies take God’s grace and say, “sorry God, I can do it myself”:

And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. (Rom. 11: 6)

SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY

THE BIBLE

Mormons claim that the Bible is only partially accurate, "in so far as it is translated correctly."

THE BOOK OF MORMON

Supposedly translated from "reformed Egyptian" (an unverified language) inscribed on golden plates, this book alleges that the resurrected Jesus Christ visited the Americas. It also contains selections of the history of the inhabitants of the ancient Americas. Two groups are primary to the narrative: the Nephites, who were mainly faithful to God; and the Lamanites, who were enemies both of God and the Nephites. As these two groups battled, the Lamanites gained victory over the Nephites. One of the last living Nephites, Moroni (the angel who allegedly appeared to Joseph), buried golden plates in the hill Cumorah—located in upstate New York. These plates contained the Book of Mormon.

While Mormons hold strong allegiance to the Book of Mormon, it is interesting to note that it contains very little distinctly Mormon doctrine. It does not teach a plurality of gods, that humans may progress to godhood, temple marriage, or baptism for the dead.

THE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS

First published in its present form in 1870, the Doctrine and Covenants is a compilation of modern revelations, primarily received by Joseph Smith. It consists of 138 "sections" (individual revelations), and two "Official Declarations". Unlike the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants presents several distinctively Mormon doctrines. For example, it teaches there are three levels of heaven (Section 76); the Word of Wisdom [No drinking, smoking, caffeine, etc.] (Section 89); the practice of baptism for the dead (Sections 124, 127, 128); that God the Father has a body of flesh and bone just like humans (Section 130); the necessity of temple marriage (Celestial Marriage) for eternity (Section 131); polygamy and godhood (Section 132); and missionary work in the spirit world (Section 138).

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 

The Pearl of Great Price is a compilation of several different writings: selections from the Book of Moses (a reworking of Genesis); the Book of Abraham (allegedly translated by Joseph Smith from ancient papyri; also a reworking of Genesis, teaching a plurality of gods); a brief extract from Joseph Smith's "translation" of the Bible; Joseph Smith—History (which contains accounts of Joseph's alleged visions and early persecutions); and The Articles of Faith (a vague summary of Mormon beliefs).

Can we be sure the testimony of the New Testament Gospel writers is accurate? 

a) ACCURATE EYEWITNESS EVIDENCE:  We have non-Biblical accounts of two people who were both students of John (the apostle) that independently contain in their writings the very fact that Matthew the tax collector (and apostle) wrote Matthew; John Mark, an associate of Peter (an apostle), wrote Mark; and Luke, a physician on St. Paul’s journeys, wrote Luke.  These two students were Polycarp of Smyrna and Pipies, the Bishop of Herapylus.  Modern Archaeology has also proven the Gospel writers to be very accurate when they reference people, places, and events. If the New Testament, which proclaimed that Jesus rose from the dead, were not true, skeptics would have refuted it in the time frame of its circulation.  It was being circulated within the same generation as Christ’s life.  

b) WRITTEN VERY CLOSE TO THE ACTUAL EVENTS: Recent scholarship in manuscript reliability and textual criticism now places the gospels at 30 to 50 years after Jesus.  This is based on the fact that Acts ends abruptly with Paul in Prison with no mention of his death.  We know that Paul died in 66 AD, so that place the book of Acts around that time frame.  That would explain the abrupt ending.  Acts is Luke’s second writing.  So Luke would have been written a couple of years prior to that.  Luke borrows certain ideas from the book of Mark.  So Mark, the earliest written book of the New Testament, would have been written even earlier than Luke, probably ~60 A.D.  We are not dealing with legendary writings here but writings that actually span back nearly to the time of the events

c) VAST NUMBER OF PURE MANUSCRIPTS:  There are over 24,000+ New Testament manuscripts in various languages.  The earliest papyrus (early writing material) fragment of the New Testament was a fragment of the Book of John, found in Egypt dating to the end of the first century, within 50 years of Jesus’ life. All of the manuscripts are 99.5% pure, or free from differences, other than minor spelling differences.

d) EXTREME ACCURACY OF HISTORICAL EVENTS:  “The writers did record reliable history. External evidence from non-Christian writers and archeology almost always confirm this. Wherever the Gospels can be checked for accuracy against external evidence, they have passed the test. That's why scholar F.F. Bruce has said "Archaeology has served to confirm the New Testament record." The renowned Jewish archaeologist Nelson Gluek has said ‘It...may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference’ Sir William Ramsey, regarded as one of the greatest archaeologists to ever live, first thought that the book of Acts was not a trustworthy account. But after observing the intricate accuracy of the book through his research on the history of Asia minor, he was forced to conclude that ‘Luke is a historian of the first rank...this author should be placed along with the very greatest of historians.’ Liberal scholars used to argue that a town named Nazareth didn't exist at the time of Jesus, until archeology of the last few decades confirmed its existence. The Gospel's portrayals of the temple, Pilate's court, Jesus' crown of thorns, and the mode of His execution have all also been confirmed. The list could go on and on.” (“Can we Trust the New Testament?”, Matt Perman)

d) FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY:  The Biblical texts are also filled with countless prophecies fulfilled.  Several were fulfilled about the destruction of certain cities, such as Babylon and Nineveh.  Over 300 were fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The book of Isaiah contains countless prophecies about Christ (Chapters 9, 52, 53, 54, etc.).  Were these written in after the fact?  No, in fact, the Dead Sea Scrolls, dating to before the time of Christ, contain a complete scroll of Isaiah that very accurately matches Isaiah as we know it.  The Septuagint, or Greek Old Testament, written in 200 BC, also contains Isaiah as we know it.  This clearly shows the divine origin of our Bible.     

The Book of Mormon, on the other hand, has no archaeological support whatsoever. It does not pass any of the above tests.  There is no corroborating evidence from other literature or artifacts.  No Mormon cities, persons, or nations have ever been located.  Neither have any prophecies or verified miracles been recorded in it.  This should make anyone suspect of its contents.

3. THE FALSE PROPHET

THE FALSE PROPHECIES OF JOSEPH SMITH

In Deuteronomy 18:20-21 we are told that a prophet of God will never have false prophecies and will never teach false gods. We have already seen that Joseph taught false gods. But he also proclaimed several false prophecies. Keep in mind that it only takes one false prophecy to make one a false prophet. Here is just one false prophecy. In Doctrine and Covenants section 84, Joseph prophesied that the city of New Jerusalem would be erected within his generation—"in the Western boundaries of the State of Missouri." But to this day, the Mormon Church has failed to erect it. In fact, the Mormon Church does not even own that land on which Joseph said the city would be built. This clearly is a false prophecy. How could Joseph be a prophet of God? Here is another false prophecy.  In D&C 124.56-60, Smith prophesied that the Nauvoo House in Nauvoo, IL would be in his family forever (1841). It did not remain in his family, and is not owned by them today. This makes for a very false prophecy. Here is another example from Jospeh Smith’s diary.  “I prophesy in the name of the Lord God, and let it be written of the Son of Man will not come in the clouds of heaven till I am eighty-five years old."[48 years hence or about 1890…].”  Interestingly enough, this passage is taken from Smith's diary; and modern LDS "historians" have removed the phrase "48 years hence or about 1890" because it so clearly demonstrates the falsity of the prophecy.

THE SEXUAL PERVERSION OF JOSPEH SMITH:  One of the most significant sections of the Doctrine and Covenants is D&C #132, which deals with the plural marriage (polygamy) revelation:

"(v.6) And as pertaining to the new and everlasting covenant [i.e.. polygamy or plural marriage], it was instituted for the fulness of my glory; and he that receiveth a fulness there must and shall abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God.…(v.52-54) …let mine handmaid, Emma Smith [Joseph's first wife] receive all those [wives] that have been given unto my servant Joseph, and who are virtuous and pure before me; and those who are not pure and have said they were pure shall be destroyed, saith the Lord God.…and I give unto my servant Joseph that he shall be ruler over many things; for he hath been faithful over a few things, and from henceforth I will strengthen him. And I command my handmaid, Emma Smith to abide and cleave unto my servant Joseph, and to none else. But if she will not abide this commandment [of plural marriage] she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord; for I am the Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my law..(v.62) And if he have ten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit adultery, for they belong to him, and they are given unto him; therefore he is justified."

Basically, Joseph Smith claimed that God told him to take multiple wives and if his wife disagreed with this she would be destroyed.  We should note that she totally disagreed with him and yet lived a long life, outliving him by far. Another pure false prophecy is that this would be an “everlasting covenant” (vs 6).  It was abolished 50 years later.  Obviously Joseph Smith did not read Titus 1:6, which says pertaining to church leadership, “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.” Smith had 33 well-documented wives.  Smith's polygamy included 11 women who were already married and cohabiting with their husbands.  Apparently He also did not know the Ten Commandments.  “Thou shalt not commit adultery” is pretty clear in the Bible.  Eleven of Smith's wives were between ages 14 and 20.  In a speech a month before his death, Smith responded by flatly denying polygamy, which was illegal under federal law.  This makes him not only a sexual pervert, but also a liar.

THE RACISM OF JOSEPH SMITH:  Joseph Fielding Smith [10th President] said: 

 “Ham, through Egyptus, continued the curse which was placed upon the seed of Cain. Because of that curse this dark race was separated and isolated from all the rest of Adam's posterity before the flood, and since that time the same condition has continued, and they have been 'despised among all people.' This doctrine did not originate with President Brigham Young but was taught by the Prophet Joseph Smith...we all know it is due to his teachings that the negro today is barred from the Priesthood.”  (Joseph Fielding Smith, The Way to Perfection, pp. 110-111)

Only as recently as 1978 have Blacks been allowed into Mormon temples or to hold the priesthood (although women are still excluded from the latter).  Just as the Federal government pressured the church to abandon patriarchal polygamy in 1890, before Utah would be given statehood, it does not seem unlikely that the admission of Blacks 10 years ago was a yielding by the church to threats of suspension of its tax-exempt status for racial discrimination. What about the Bible’s claim that “God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34, Rom 2:11, Eph 6:90)?

ABOMINATION OF ALL CHRISTIANITY UNTIL MORMONISM:  
Do you believe that God contradicts Himself? Of course not.  Since God does not contradict Himself and we have the  old revelation “the Bible” and the three new revelations here therefore is it only proper to judge the new revelation by the older revelation? Is it true that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the only “true” Church? Any Mormon would say, “yes”.  And is it true that all Christian churches had fallen away after the apostles’ deaths? Any Mormon would say, “yes”. Here is the big question for a Mormon:  “Do you believe that in every generation there are no true churches to glorify God?”  Mormonism teaches a loud “yes”.  Then how can one explain Ephesians 3:21, which states, “Unto him be glory in the church throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”  Do you think God cannot preserve His flock from Satan’s deception? If God was able to preserve “seven thousand (prophets) in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him” (1 Kings 19:18, KJV) and Elijah thought he was the only one left (v. 10), can God be not consistent with the preservation of His people throughout all ages or generations? If God’s original Word in Ephesians 3:21 is not to be contradicted by later revelations, then Joseph Smith has been lying after all in “Joseph Smith –History 1:19”, which stated all churches “are wrong and their creeds are an abomination.”  The bottom line is this ( The Gospel given 2000 years ago was the complete message of eternal life.  It was “once delivered”, never to be added to or altered:
Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

SMITH’S CLAIM TO BE A BETTER PROPHET THAN JESUS - MAY 26, 1844 SERMON

“Come on! ye prosecutors! ye false swearers! All hell, boil over! Ye burning mountains, roll down your lava! for I will come out on the top at last. I have more to boast of than ever any man had. I am the only man that has ever been able to keep a whole church together since the days of Adam. A large majority of the whole have stood by me. Neither Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as I. The followers of Jesus ran away from Him; but the Latter-day Saints never ran away from me yet.” It appears that Smith never read Romans 1, which tells us “boasters” are classified with haters of god and murderers. Woe to this man who could actually claim to be a better prophet than Jesus Christ.

4. FINDING TRUTH

SUBJECTIVE FEELINGS OF TRUTH

The majority of the Mormon people believe with all their hearts and souls they are serving the true God and you are the lost one. In fact, instead of arguing a Mormon will usually say this to you --> "I bear you my testimony that I know this is the true church..." or, "why don't you pray about this and ask God to reveal to you the truth of Mormonism?" (Moroni 10:4).  They claim that the Spirit will give a “burning in your bosom” if you read the Book of Mormon and ask God to reveal its truth to you (D&C 9:8).  What would you say to a Mormon who said this to you? The problem with this is that we cannot refute this. How can anyone change what another person thinks is happening in his/her heart? Is "experience" a test for truth? Is even prayer a test for truth? The Bible says no. We cannot trust the feelings of our hearts (Prov 14:12, Prov 28:26; Jer 17:9), nor can we trust every spiritual witness (1 John 4:1-6). Of course all believers are “led” by the Spirit of God (Rom 8:14) and the Spirit “bears witness” with ours (Rom 8:16).  When we are hearing from the Spirit we must also learn to filter out the flesh.  The Bible says, “﻿For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.﻿ ﻿But if ye be led of the Spirit…” (Ga 5:17-18).  So we must always judge prophecies and leadings of the Spirit by some standard, because they can easily be succumbed to due to emotionalism, naivety, and the sense of belonging that seekers may feel in a friendly church. We are called to be like the Bereans of Acts 17:11, who "searched the scriptures daily" to see if what Paul preached was true. We should never base our acceptance of a theology on a “burning” or sense of sudden peace.  Many Buddhists and Hindus claim to have a subjective peace that what they believe is true.  It is also quite naïve to suppose that so many believing Christians, who seek God’s face , daily, have not been revealed the supposed truth of the Book of Mormon yet. I ask God to reveal his truth to me daily.  I seek direction from the Holy Spirit daily.  But, unfortunately (for my Mormon friends), the Spirit has not born the truth of Mormonism to me.  In fact, I feel quite the opposite about it:  God contradicting previous revelation, God promoting immoral practices, God being no better than what a man will be – this gives me a bad burning in my bosom.

THE STRIVE FOR PERFECTION

General (Unconditional) Salvation

Mormons believe in two kinds of salvation: general salvation and individual salvation. General salvation is also called immortality. It is given to all mankind because of the atonement of Jesus Christ for Adam's transgression. This salvation is by grace alone—it is not conditioned upon any individual's faith or works. This salvation allows all mankind to be physically resurrected.

Individual (Conditional) Salvation

This salvation is also known as exaltation or eternal life, and can be achieved only by individual faith, repentance, and obedience to God's laws and ordinances. One is exalted based on one's worthiness. These laws include temple marriage, obeying the Word of Wisdom, proper tithing, faithful church attendance, and obeying the Mormon prophets (see Gospel Principles, 289-292; see also Ballard, 88).

The Perfection Of Christ Can Alleviate Their Stress

Matthew 5:48 reads, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect" (KJV). This is a very important verse–one with which Mormons are very familiar. With this in mind, you may ask them if they are in fact perfect–now. The command "be perfect" is in the present imperative tense. It does not say "become perfect," but be perfect. Emphasize that according to God’s law, we are to be perfect now.

You may then ask them whether they have ever sinned. (If they say they have not, have them read Romans 3:23 and 1 John 1:8, 10 and ask them if they think the Sermon on the Mount is mythical.) To show the gravity of our sin, have them read James 2:10. If they have sinned at any point in their lives, they are guilty of breaking the whole law of God.  Don’t forget sins of omission, ungodly thoughts, anger, pride, and other “small sins”.  Sin is sin in God’s eyes. “﻿If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us﻿” (1 Jn 1:8).

Once a Mormon or anyone relying on self effort, through the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit, recognizes his or her inability to perform the law of God, this is an open door for the Gospel of greace. Salvation comes only by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9), it is not based on our righteous works (Titus 3:3-5). In fact, if we could attain salvation by obeying the law, then Christ died in vain (Gal 2:21). We can be righteous before God only on the basis of the righteousness of Christ. Though Christ was without sin, he paid the penalty due our sin so that we would be declared righteous before God (2 Cor 5:21; Eph 2:1-5).

Paul Himself Admitted, “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus”(Php 3:12). Is Paul in Celestial Heaven, even though He was not perfect?  According to Mormonism, a non-perfect Mormon does not go to the highest Heaven (where I assume God resides).  Yet Paul says, “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”  Paul was confident that he would be in God’s presence when he died.  

With specific reference to the idea of perfection, you should familiarize yourself with Hebrews 10:10-18. In this passage we read that we have been made perfect through the atonement of Christ (v.13). Therefore, God no longer remembers our sins (v. 17). Christ said, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”(Mt 11:30).  What good news!

