Faith Under Siege

Our Hope in Trials


Entering The Kingdom Of God Through Tribulation and Persecution

Ac 14:21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

2 Tim 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

1Pet 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy

Christians are not exempt from tribulations in life.  We should not think it strange when they occur.  We will be persecuted, tried, tempted, and bruised.  This is Biblically guaranteed.  Becoming a Christian puts you in a realm of existence which non-believers are opposed to.  The sin in the world is against us, just as it was against Christ.  Christ now resides in our hearts, therefore making us partakers of Christ’s sufferings:

Php 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

Php 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;

1pe 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

It is a blessed thing to be persecuted for Christ and stand up for the Gospel.  It is like going to war for the honor of your country.  Christ tells us:

Mt 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.  

Consider the joy the apostles had in being able to suffer for Christ’s sake.  Their example has brought so many to Christ over the centuries.  Persecution is actually a form of evangelism.  It is a special ministry.  The apostles were beaten and yet continued on and on.  They endured trial and spread the gospel throughout the Roman Empire within decades of the Resurrection. They escaped death countless times:

Ac 5:40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.
Apostolic Suffering

The verses below clearly show a different calling that the apostles had.  This special calling was foreordained to include their suffering.  We cannot equate our suffering to their suffering in all cases.  We are not all called to be apostles and suffer as Paul was appointed to suffer, for example. Apostolic suffering and martyrdom were a special foreordained ministry to spread the gospel of Christ rapidly through the early Church.  The underlined sections show the distinction.  Paul was a “chosen vessel”, chosen to suffer “great things” for Christ’s name sake.  Stephen could have prayed for deliverance from stoning but instead he used it as his ultimate sacrifice for Christ, one which would demonstrate the love of God to those stoning him.  Some of us may feel led to do the same.  Paul also clearly told Timothy, the Corinthians, and the Thessalonians the clear “appointment” the apostles were given to suffer for the sake of them.  He told Timothy he had an “appointment”, for which cause he suffered.  He told the Corinthians, “So then death worketh in me, but life in you.”  We should not all go out and get martyred.  The church would disappear. Even though their appointment was clear, they still had a “prayer warrior” attitude and asked people to pray for their deliverance.  They escaped the sword miraculously so many times.

Ac 9:15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

Ac 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

2ti 1:11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed…

2co 4:12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you …. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God

1th 3:2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellow labourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith: 3 That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto. 4 For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation

1 Cor 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.

The apostles praised God for being their deliverer when they were in despair to the point of death.  2 Cor 1:9 has 3 tenses involved:  Aorist tense “delivered”, present (continuous) tense “delivers”, Future tense “will deliver”.  These are all indicative verbs, which means they definitely occur.  Having obtained God’s help, they continued to preach, escaping death day by day (Acts 26:22).  They continued to expect that deliverance (2 Cor 1:9 above). 2 Tim 3:11 is a reference to the promise David mentions in the Psalms:  “The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles….Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.” (Psalm 34:17, 19).  

2 Tim 3:11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

1 Cor 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

 2CO 1:8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9 Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. (NIV)

Wait A Minute – Didn’t Paul Die A Martyr’s Death?

The early church fathers record that David died a martyrs death in 68 AD, even though he claimed deliverance according to Psalm 34:19.  Was his faith weak?  Did sin cause it?  Did God’s promise get nullified?  These are doubtful.  The fact is, Paul, as well as the other apostles, were in full control of when death by martyrdom would occur.  The apostles could call fire from Heaven (Luke 9:54), cause blindness (Acts 13:11), cast out demons, heal diseases, and call for the shaking of prison foundations (Acts 16), raise the dead (Acts 9:40); They had complete control over people's spiritual chastisement (1 Cor 5:5), over demons, animals, and any harmful thing (Acts 28:4-5, Lk 10:17-19).  They were in control of the situations by the authority of Christ’s name. See the passage below:

Php 1:21 for to me to live is Christ, and to die gain.22  And if to live in the flesh is to me a fruit of work, then what shall I choose? I know not; 23  for I am pressed by the two, having the desire to depart, and to be with Christ, for it is far better, 24  and to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account,25  and of this being persuaded, I have known that I shall remain and continue with you all, to your advancement and joy of the faith, 26  that your boasting may abound in Christ Jesus in me through my presence again to you.

Paul specifically states that he chooses the time when he will depart. Until that time, his ministry was more needful (vs 24).  He also knew that his sufferings, though evil in nature, were actually an example of faith and could be used for good.  

12 ¶  But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; 13  So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; 14  And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

Paul felt it more necessary at the above point in time to stay and perfect the churches for a while.  Apparently, as a public demonstration of his faith, he chose to die in 68 AD, as the other faith heroes died by faith (Heb 11).  He told Timothy when he was finished with his ministry and ready to be with God:

2 Tim 4:6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

He could have called forth fire to consume those who killed him. But he didn’t.  God would have honored His promise to deliver the righteous. Otherwise Psalm 34:19 is a lie!
Fight The Fight Of Faith

Tribulation is a true fight.  We must fight the fight of faith.  Just sitting back and letting things happen is not fighting.  We are encouraged to fight the fight. We may suffer a while, but must endure and be strengthened. We must also endure patiently without giving up on God.  He always pulls through.  He promised he would.  

Heb 10:32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;

2ti 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

Jas 5:10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

1pe 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

Our God is one of power who came to bring the gospel, or “Good News”, and made his promises obtainable through His shed blood.  The devil, world, and flesh want us to concentrate on the “Bad News”.  The devil will tell us that we are condemned for our sins but I know “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom 8:1).  The world will tell us we have an incurable illness but the Word tells me to “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom 12:2).  My flesh is capable of acting on temptation but I know the Word says “ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you” (Rom 8:9).  There is dunamis Power in the Gospel to bring forth victory.  Of course, temptations and trials come (II Tim 3:12).  God can use the trials to put our full reliance on Him and increase our faith (I Cor 1:9, Jas 1:2-4).  We should expect deliverance as the apostles did.  God will provide an escape (1 Cor 10:13).  We should not sit back and say “Whatever the outcome, All things work together for good” as some people think by interpreting Romans 8:28 out of context.  Does that increase our faith? Is that “Good news”?  NO! We have A Master Helper.

Heb 2:18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour [help] them that are tempted.

Ac 26:21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. 22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come.

Heb 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

We need to boldly approach the throne of grace for that help (Heb 4:16 above).  Observe the promise Jehoshaphat boldly reiterated to God when faced with the information that the Moabites and Ammonites were joining forces to destroy him:
2 Chr 20:7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, 9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

God acknowledged Jehoshaphat’s faith in His promise and told Him “the battle is not yours, but God's.” God subsequently destroyed his enemies.  A couple of key points to see are, first of all, the protection from the EVIL of attack (sword), disease (pestilience), and poverty (famine) was promised to the “seed of Abraham”.  Again, we are the seed of Abraham according to Galatians 3:29.  Secondly, the Hebrew word for “help” above is Yasha, which means to save or deliver.  God will hear our cry and deliver us from pestilence! We need to cry out like Jehoshaphat and hold onto the promises given to Abraham’s seed.

Trials and Persecution – Who Is The Author?

Jesus Himself was tempted.  The Holy Spirit led Him to the desert to be tempted. But who did the tempting?  The devil.  He overcame the enemy by speaking the Word.  Though we may be led to a place of trial or temptation by the Holy Spirit, James tells us the following:

Jas 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

God tempts no man (Jas 1:13).  The Greek word for temptation above is Peirasmos.  James 1:13, which tells us that God tempts no man, uses the same word in verb form.  So God may let the enemy tempt and try us.  Of course the enemy does not try us behind God’s back.  God himself tells us, “Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?” (Lam 3:37).  God is sovereign and omniscient.  Though he is not the originator of Peirasmos, he ordains them in order to teach us that “we should not trust in ourselves, but in God” (2 Cor 1:9).  He will also succour (help) us when we are tested (Heb 2:18), will not let us be tried (Same word Peirasmos) beyond what we can handle (2 Cor 10:13a), and give us an escape (2 Cor 10:13b).  Consider what happened to Job:

Job 1:17  While this one is speaking another also hath come and saith, ‘Chaldeans made three heads, and rush on the camels, and take them, and the young men they have smitten by the mouth of the sword, and I am escaped—only I alone—to declare it to thee.’

Did God direct the Chaldeans to afflict Job’s household?  That would make God the tempter!  That is a blasphemous notion.  The Chaldeans were full accountable for their SIN. Consider the sicknesses and oppression of the Jews that Christ healed:

Acts 10:38  Jesus who is from Nazareth—how God did anoint him with the Holy Spirit and power; who went through, doing good, and healing all those oppressed by the devil, because God was with him;

The devil blinds the minds of those who believe not (2 Cor 4:4).  They are under the Lordship and parenthood of the devil (1 Jn 3:10).  They are following the directives of their Lord, Satan. Those who have afflicted believers are NOT directed by God!  God’s WILL is not affliction.  We were told to pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” (Mat 6:10).  God’s will is the same, whether on Earth of in Heaven.  He is immutable.  What is His will for heave?:  “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away” (Re 21:4).  Does His will always occur?  By no means.  People die Godless eternities every day, against His will (1 Tim 2:4).  Christians also sin everyday, against the will of God.  We must realize that WE have an active part in enforcing God’s will on earth.

Be A Prayer Warrior

2 Cor 1:10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; 11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us…

In the above verse, the apostles partly attribute their deliverances to the faithful prayer warriors of Corinth.  Paul also encourages the Thessalonians to be prayer warriors and pray that the apostles would be delivered from the wicked men they come in contact with (Below Passage).

2th 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: 2 And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.

In the following passage, James makes it simple.  If you are afflicted, pray!!!

Jas 5:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray.  

Mt 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.    

In the above verse, Christ commanded us to pray against temptation (also Greek Peirasmos), which is evil.  He tells us to pray for deliverance from all evil and affliction.  We must pray in faith, or we can’t guarantee any promise of God.

“All things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.” (Mk 11:22-24, NASB)

You must believe you “have received” what you prayed for.  Being unsure of a promise definitely disobeys this teaching of Christ. God has done His part.  He has offered the protection and deliverance.  We need to trust in Him for that protection and call out for it.  Lack of trust means lack of receiving!

Psalm 37:39  But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble.40  And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.

Psalm 34:17 The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles
David was the ultimate prayer warrior.  Psalm 91 is an excellent example of his trust in God to deliver him from troubles:

Ps 91:1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. 8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. 9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; 10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 14 Becauhe hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. 16 With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation.

Were these promises of protection only for David?  My Bible says that they apply to those who “dwelleth in the secret place of the most high” and who have made Him “refuge”, who have “set his love upon” God, and and “known” God’s name.  David boldly claimed the refuge of God. He claimed deliverance from the fowler (bait-layer, trapper), wicked pestilence (disease), and destruction (Vs 3-8).  He claimed that no evil or plague should come upon him or his household, by loosening the angels of God for protection (Vs 10-12). God then answers by saying “I will deliver him”, “I will answer him”, “I will be with him in trouble”, “I will deliver and honour him”, and “with long life will I satisfy him”.  Why do so many Christians not trust in Psalm 91 yet trust in so many other “spiritual” Psalms?  Even historical pillars of the church have esteemed Psalm 91 as being applicable to believers today.  See below:

"But the point on which the Scriptures specially insist is that which tends most to our comfort, and to the confirmation of our faith, namely, that angels are the ministers and dispensers of the divine bounty towards us. Accordingly, we are told how they watch for our safety, how they [angels] undertake our defense, direct our path, and take heed that no evil befall us. " (John Calvin, "Christian Institutes", p. 196)

"They may prevent our falling into many dangers, which we are not sensible of; and may deliver us out of many others, though we know not whence our deliverance comes. How many times have we been strangely and unaccountably preserved, in sudden and dangerous falls!...And who can hurt us while we have armies of angels, and the God of angels, on our side?" (John Wesley, Sermon on "Good Angels", p. 406, 408)
Isaiah pronounced God’s protection for “servants of the Lord”.  Are we not servants of the Lord? Should we not place faith in this promise? We need to stand on these promises by faith and prayer.  Dispensational thinking will lead to doubt, and doubt is certainly not an environment for answered prayer.  We must realize that we are children of Abraham and heirs of the promises (Gal 3:29). 

Isa 54:17  No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

Isaiah was merely speaking in line with age old covenant of God with Israel.  Below are the blessings associated with fulfilling the law, as dictated in the covenant.  Thank God that Christ fulfilled the requirements of the Law for us (Rom 8:4).

Deut 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:2  And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.3  Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.4  Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.5  Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. 6  Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.7  The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.8  The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 9  The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways.

We who were once alienated from the commonwealth of Israel have now been brought near (Eph 2:12-13).  Israel’s blessings are ours.  The curses, on the other hand, are not ours.  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law (Gal 3:13), being made a curse for us.  Below are some curses in the same context of the blessings:

Deut 28:22  The LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish…..25  The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth…..the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed…..28  The LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart:29  And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee…..33  The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; and thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway:….48  Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the LORD shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things: and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee…..59  Then the LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance…..60  Moreover he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto thee…..61  Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed.

Christ was accursed with our lot in life.  “Surely our sicknesses he hath borne, and our pains—he hath carried them” (Isa 53:4, YLT).  This terminology of bearing our diseases and pains is the same in the same context of bearing our sins.  He was our substitute. Matt 8:16-17 confirms that the bearing of our diseases was literally fulfilled in the healing of diseases.  This is the same idea as sin; that Christ healed our disease of “sin bondage” when he bore our sins. He tossed our sins and sicknesses into the sea.  We must thank God for both aspects, as David did, when he cried out, “Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.2  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:3  Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;4  Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies” (Psalm 103:2-4).

Joy, Peace, And Thanksgiving In Trials

 Jas 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  (NIV)

Rom 5:3 we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope.

2 Cor 7:4 I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation.

Rom 8:18 the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Jn 16:33 In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

The word for “trials” in James 1:2 above is also Peirasmos.  We already learned from James 1:13 that God is not the originator of these trials.  Yet we are told to consider it joy to face them.  Why then are we told to rejoice?  Because we have promises of deliverance, restoration, and the maturing of our faith.  This should give us great joy and peace.  In addition, our sufferings can’t compare to the glory we will have in Christ.  He has overcome the world.  We can persevere to the promised point of escape (2 Cor 10:13b).  Turning away from God during trial means that we think God is the originator of suffering.  May it never be!  We should hold fast to our faith in Him during our sufferings and trials:

1 Pet 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

We need to place our full trust in God during our trials.  We are promised an escape.  We can boldly say, “My God is able to deliver me.”  This is what Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego said when faced with death.  Another verse that is often taken out of context is the following:

1 Thes  5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
It says to give thanks “in” everything not to give thanks “for” everything.  If you are in a Peirasmos (trial) situation and you give thanks to God “for” the situation, you are thanking Him for something He did not originate, according to James 1:13.  Who are you thanking then?  Good question.  But, when you lose your job you can give thanks “in” the fact that God will provide all your needs.  When you get cancer you can give thanks “in” the fact that Jehovah Rapha is your healer.  When you are emotionally distraught you can give thanks in the fact that you have the mind of Christ.  When you are being persecuted you can give thanks “in” the fact that God will not let you be tried beyond what you can handle, and give an escape.  It is in the supplication for the outcome while “in” the situation that thanksgiving is given, not “for” the situation itself.  The following verse makes it clear:

Php 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Instead of saying “Thank you for letting me lose my job”, you should say “Thank you for providing me with a new job”.  There is a big difference.  The thanksgiving is in the supplication.  It all ties back to the “Good News”.  We can stand on the good news Jesus brought.  So why did Paul say, “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” (Php 4:11).  The Word “content” here literally means “independent of the circumstances”.  Because if you read on, in verse 13 he says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”  I can be solid in my profession independent of the circumstances because I have a God who can raise me up and restore me.  Consider what Habakkuk said when everything was working against him:

Hab 3:17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places.

Standing On Common Ground To Comfort Those Who Hurt

One blessed result of tribulation is the fact that we can comfort those who subsequently go through the same trial.  We can pray with them and counsel them, guaranteeing God’s faithfulness.  God ordains all things to edify believers and make a strong army of Christians.  The following passage addresses this clearly:

2 Cor 1:3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation
