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Internal / External Evidence For The Truth of The Bible

Introduction

If you are an atheist or you just aren’t sure, I want you to think about a few questions:  

Is there a god? If not, how did the world begin? Am I a random chance happening?  If there is a god, why is there suffering in the world? Why are their so many religions? Wouldn’t a god make sure all people follow the same religion?  Can everyone be right, or would that be contradictory? Do my actions matter in the whole scheme of things? Is there any true purpose for the existence of mankind?  What happens when I die?  Is this all for nothing?  Do material possessions really bring joy?  If so, why do so many Hollywood celebrities constantly divorce, commit suicide, and have so many other problems?  Where is true happiness?  If I were on an island all by myself, without money or friends, where would my joy reside?  Do I avoid deep questions like this because I am hiding behind my shallow life of a career, friends, family, a house, etc.? Should I start thinking about eternity at some point in time before I die? 

If you believe in God, but not the God of the Bible, I want you to think about a few questions:

Has my god ever manifested himself to mankind in a way that it can be proved?  What do all of these religious rituals represent and how do they play a part in my eternal future? Is my religion trying to make me work my way to heaven by being good?  Can I really work my way to heaven? Do I just believe in my god because that is what I grew up learning?  Have I ever challenged the truth of my beliefs? Are my beliefs just based on man-made “ideas” and “philosophies” that better society or self?  Does my religion tend to uphold the desires of man such as sex, adultery, polygamy, drunkenness, drug usage, or violence?  Do I worship inanimate objects or animals?  If so, who designated them as gods and why? Is my religion truly logical?  Does it explain creation, the origins of man, eternity, and the problem evil in the world?  Has the founder of my religion backed up his/her message with supernatural miracles? Is there archeological evidence for the places mentioned in my “sacred writings”?  Could anyone have written these writings or do they contain miraculous prophecies and supernatural insight. 

I know I asked you a lot of questions, but I really want you to examine yourself.  I want you to take a couple of hours to get out of your world and think of the big picture.  There is a big picture and you need to know about it.  Your eternity depends on it. 

The Big Picture

Here is the truth that I am about to back up.  God created man.  Soon thereafter man rejected God and this caused all of the problems in the world.  All of mankind, including you, has subsequently been born with a sinful nature.  Man therefore needs reconciled to God by placing his faith in Jesus Christ, the second person of the Godhead who, out of pure unconditional love, became a man, bore mankind’s sin, died on a cross, and subsequently rose again from the dead. Failure to accept Jesus Christ as your savior will leave you in your sinful nature, and therefore eternal separation from God. This eternal separation is also called Hell. Those who are obedient and accept Christ as their Lord are reconciled with God and will spend eternity in Heaven with Him.  This is the simple gospel message as portrayed in the Bible.  There is a much more detailed plan of salvation at the end of this paper.  First, you must understand that the Bible is the direct revelation of God.  2 Peter 1:20-21 tells us that “no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, … but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”  The Bible is God-breathed and my arguments in this paper will demonstrate this.  If it is God-breathed, we are left with no choice but to believe and act upon what it says. This directly impacts our current lives and our eternal fate.  The main things I will prove are that the scripture has supernatural prophecies and content, everything in it is accurate, including the life, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, among various other miraculous events. Christianity is unique in that God became a man.  This is a verifiable event in history that can be demonstrated.

The Narrow Span Of Time Between The Life Of Christ And The Gospels

The Christian faith is founded on Jesus Christ and His resurrection. Before the New Testament gospels were even written, the early Christian leaders declared their belief in the death and resurrection of Jesus through a statement, or oral tradition, of belief known as a creed. The earliest record of the Christian creed is presented by Paul and found in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8: 

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:  And that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, He was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.” 

Why is the above creed so important? Because Biblical scholars, using the historical records of Paul and his early travels to Damascus and Jerusalem, place the above scripture at about 35 A.D., just 3 to 5 years after the death of Jesus Christ.  Some major evidences of the date are the use of Cephas, which is “Peter” in Aramaic, instead of  “Petros”, which is “Peter” in Greek, the language style, the introduction “for I have delivered”, and others.  This is dramatic, because those same scholars would hold that this basic creed for the Christian faith developed far too quickly for a myth to develop and distort the historical record of the resurrection.  One of the biggest arguments against the Christian faith is that the resurrection story is a myth that developed over as much as a century after Jesus was crucified on a Roman cross. It was originally thought that the gospel accounts were written as much as 100 years after Jesus walked the earth. Recent scholarship in manuscript reliability and textual criticism now places the gospels at 30 to 50 years after Jesus.  This is based on the fact that Acts ends abruptly with Paul in Prison with no mention of his death.  We know that Paul died in 66 AD, so that place the book of Acts around that time frame.  That would explain the abrupt ending.  Acts is Luke’s second writing.  So Luke would have been written a couple of years prior to that.  Luke borrows certain ideas from the book of Mark.  So Mark, the earliest written book of the New Testament, would have been written even earlier than Luke, probably ~60 A.D.  We are not dealing with legendary writings here but writings that actually span back nearly to the time of the events.  If the New Testament, which proclaimed that Jesus rose from the dead, was not true, skeptics would have refuted it in the time frame of its circulation.  It was being circulated within the same generation as Christ’s life.  Compare this to the writings of Buddha (6th century BC), which weren’t put in writing until after the Christian era or the biography of Muhammad (570 AD – 632 AD), which was not written until 767 AD. 

Diversity Of Writers, Unity Of Message, And Vast Number Of Manuscripts

“Who wrote the Bible” is a question that is undoubtedly asked by many who are familiar with the impact this book has made on people around the world.  It is a historical book that is backed by archeology, and a prophetic book that has lived up to all of its claims thus far. In light of all these facts, asking, “who wrote the bible,” is a vital question that deserves serious investigation and a serious response.  The Bible is God’s letter to humanity collected into 66 books written by 40 divinely inspired writers.  These writers come from all walks of life (i.e., kings to fishermen) and spans over a period of 1,500 years or more. These claims may seem dramatic (or unrealistic to some), but a careful and honest study of the biblical scriptures will show them to be true. The design of the Bible itself is a miracle. Written over more than 1,500 years by vastly different writers, yet every book in the Bible is consistent in its message. These 66 books talk about history, prophecy, poetry, and theology. Despite their complexity, differences in writing styles and vast time periods, the books of the Bible agree miraculously well in theme, facts and cross-referencing.  No human beings could have planned such an intricate combination of books over a 1,500-year time span. Bible manuscripts (remember, there were no printing presses until 1455) have survived despite weather, persecution and time. Most ancient writings written on weak materials like papyrus have vanished all together. Yet many copies of the Old Testament scriptures survived.  For instance, the Dead Sea Scrolls contain all books of the Old Testament, except Esther, and have been dated to before the time of Christ. Consider Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars. Only ten copies written about 1,000 years after the event are in existence. In comparison, there are over 24,000+ New Testament manuscripts.  The earliest papyrus (early writing material) fragment of the New Testament was a fragment of the Book of John, found in Egypt dating to the end of the first century, within 50 years of Jesus’ life. All of the manuscripts are 99.5% pure, or free from differences, other than minor spelling differences.  The oldest Old Testament inscription was found in the Hinnom valley caves, containing the passage Numbers 6:24-26, and is dated to the 7th century BC.  In addition, the Bible was written by eyewitnesses of the events, or at worst associates of eyewitnesses.  We have non-Biblical accounts of two people who were both students of John (the apostle) that independently contain in their writings the very fact that Matthew the tax collector (and apostle) wrote Matthew; John Mark, an associate of Peter (an apostle), wrote Mark; and Luke, a physician on St. Paul’s journeys, wrote Luke.  These two students were Polycarp of Smyrna and Pipies, the Bishop of Herapylus.  This is amazing.  The Bible was reliably written by eyewitnesses in the same generation of the miraculous events and all manuscripts ever since have been 99.5% pure.  Compare the various popular writings in the following table to see how overwhelming the preservation of the Bible is:

Work


When Written
           Earliest Copy
Time Span
No. of copies 

New Testament    
A.D. 40-100    

A.D. 125   
25 yrs    

24,000 

Homer (Iliad)   

900 B.C.    

400 B.C   
500 yrs    
643 

Sophocles   

496-406 B.C     

A.D. 1000   
1,400 yrs      
193 

Aristotle    

384-322 B.C.    

A.D. 1100   
1,400 yrs    
49 

Caesar (Gallic Wars) 
100-44 B.C.   
 
A.D. 900   
1000 yrs    
10

Non-Biblical Validation Of Biblical Accounts

1) The Miracles Of Jesus – Proved By His Enemies

In ancient Jewish writings (eg. Talmud), there are references to Jesus as a sorcerer and worker of magic.  Obviously this is an adverse witness test.  In trying to disprove Christ, the ancient Jews actually verify that Christ did in fact perform many miracles.  Compare this to Mohammed, who is admittedly known to have done no miracles at all.  There were absolutely no eyewitnesses to any of Mohammed’s cave experiences, where he had supposedly received the Koran from Allah.

2) The Crucifixion

Josephus, a secular anti-Christian historian who lived from 37 A.D. to about 100 A.D, declared that Roman soldiers crucified Jesus after a religious trial by the Jewish Sanhedrin court and a capital trial in front of the Roman procurator Pontius Pilate. Luke's Gospel records this as follows: "And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left" (Luke 23:33). Josephus wrote: "Upon an indictment by leading members of our society, Pilate sentenced him to the cross" (Antiquites).

3) The Darkening Of The Sky While Jesus Was On The Cross

According to scriptures, the earth was darkened when Christ died on the cross.  

Lu 23:44-45 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.”

There are two completely separate external validations of this miraculous event.  

a)  Thallus (~52 AD) was a secular historian whose work was lost.  Many other documents had references to his work, though.  Julianus Africanus, a couple of centuries later, references Thallus’ 3rd Book of Histories, in which Thallus explained a strange darkening of the sky as an eclipse of the sun.

b)  Phlegon (~137 AD), a Greek historian, reported the “greatest eclipse of the sun” during the 202nd Olympiad, which would have occurred in 33 AD.  He said it “became night in the sixth hour” and also mentioned the quaking of the earth.

4) The Resurrection (Jesus Raising From The Dead)

Flavius Josephus (c. A.D. 37-100) was born to an aristocratic Jewish family, served as a priest, and later became the commander of Jewish forces in Galilee following the revolt against Rome that began A.D. 66. Captured by the Romans, Josephus spent his later life in Rome under the patronage of the Roman emperors where he composed his history of the Jewish people and his account of the Jewish war that led to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in A.D. 70. Josephus mentions James, the brother of Jesus, in Antiquities, Book 20, chapter 9, paragraph 1: 

"Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or, some of his companions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be  stoned…”

In scripture, we find that James did not originally believe Jesus was the Christ (John 7:5).  Obviously after Christ’s resurrection he must have converted, as scripture tells us (1 Corinthians 15:7), since we have secular evidence that he was stoned for following Christ, thus breaking the Jewish law. The James ossuary (bone box), an archaeological find that will be discussed in the Biblical archaeological section, also corroborates James as Jesus’ brother.

Another significant work of Josephus was Testimonium Flavianum.  Opinion on the authenticity of this passage is varied. Louis H. Feldman surveyed the relevant literature from 1937 to 1980 in Josephus and Modern Scholarship.

Feldman noted that 4 scholars regarded the Testimonium Flavianum as entirely genuine, 6 as mostly genuine, 20 accept it with some interpolations (Slight changes when copied), 9 with several interpolations, and 13 regard it as being totally an interpolation:
“Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and     the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct to this day."

Some scholars think interpolations were made because Josephus would not call Jesus the Christ, since he was not a follower of Christ.  Without any interpolations, this secular work would corroborate the gospel completely.  It actually states that he appeared to many alive on the third day.  Even if there are certain interpolations, this work has great weight in proving the existence, crucifixion, and potentially the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Powerful Circumstantial Evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ:

1) Some of the most hostile skeptics of Christ became followers unto death.  Paul, who previously persecuted and killed Christians, was converted, wrote most of the New Testament, and actually died for the Word.  Another example was James, Jesus’ brother (mentioned above).

2) Within 5 weeks of Jesus’ death, more than 10,000 Jews altered or abandoned their obedience to the “sacred” Jewish laws of sacrifices and Sabbaths. Something huge had to take place to spawn this.

3) The day for worship moved from the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) to the Christian Sunday.  In addition, there was a sudden emergence of the new rituals of Baptism and Communion.

4) The rapid rise of Christianity, as corroborated by Tacitus in a separate section below.  Within 20 years, Christianity reached the powerful empire of Rome and spread throughout the empire.

5) Every one of Jesus’ disciples was willing to suffer and die for his beliefs.  They spent the rest of their lives proclaiming the Word.  All but one were martyred.  

6) The tomb is empty.  The questions by skeptics from the very beginning were addressing the whereabouts of the body.  The earliest Jewish response to the proclamation of the resurrection was an attempt to explain away the empty tomb. Thus, the evidence of the adversaries of the disciples provides evidence in support of the empty tomb.  If Jesus’ body were still there, the Jews would have put an end to the Christian claims by coming up with the body.  Instead, they claimed the body was stolen or Jesus wasn’t dead in the first place.  Everything points to the fact that everyone knew the tomb was empty.  It came down to the question of “where is the body?”

7) Why would the disciples steal the body and then die for a lie?  A person would die for something that was untrue if he believed in it with all of his heart, but who would die for something that they fabricated?

8) Why would Roman soldiers let the body get away, when they knew that Roman law would condemn them to death for not securing the body? Justin, in Digest #49, mentions all the offenses by Roman guards that required the death penalty. One way a guard was put to death was by being stripped of his clothes and then burned alive in a fire started with his garments. If it was not obvious which soldier had failed his duty, lots were drawn to see which guard would be executed for the unit's failure. Certainly the entire unit would not have fallen asleep with that kind of threat.  Dr. George Currie, a student of Roman military discipline, wrote that fear of punishment "produced flawless attention to duty, especially in the night watches."

9) Why would the gospel, if mythical, include the fact that women were the first to find Jesus resurrected?  In the Jewish culture, the testimony of women was regarded as so worthless that they were not even permitted to serve as legal witnesses in a court of law.  Any legend would have not included women as the first witnesses.  The Gospels tell us Jesus first appeared to women.

10) In the Biblical passage of 1 Corinthians 15 (mentioned above as the early creed), Paul writes that after Jesus was resurrected He “appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.”  Paul states that most of these "more than 500 eyewitnesses" were still alive and available for interview even as he wrote this letter to the Corinthians. The fact that most eyewitnesses were still alive when this letter was written indicates a very early date for the belief in Jesus' resurrection. This means the resurrection was not a mythical development. If it were mythical we would find multiple refutations of Paul’s statement that 500 people saw Christ and were still alive to be interviewed.  The Jewish culture was very strict about confronting false proclamations.
The Resurrection is the core to Christianity.  The message of eternal salvation depends on the fact that Christ had to rise from the dead.  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:17, “And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” Christ’s victory over death is our only hope for an eternal future. If Christ indeed rose again, He is God.

5) The Old Testament Miraculously Preserved:  The Dead Sea Scrolls
In 1947, The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in the caves of Qumran.  They can be divided into two categories—biblical and non-biblical. Fragments of every book of the Old Testament (Hebrew canon) have been discovered, except for the book of Esther. Now identified among the scrolls are 19 fragments of Isaiah, 25 fragments of Deuteronomy and 30 fragments of the Psalms. The virtually intact Isaiah Scroll, which contains some of the most dramatic Messianic prophecy, is 1,000 years older than any previously known copy of Isaiah. The scrolls are virtually identical to the 1000 AD Hebrew Scriptures used to create the 1611 King James Version of the Bible.  The Dead Sea Scrolls appear to be the library of a Jewish sect, considered most likely the Essenes.  Near the caves are the ancient ruins of Qumran, a village excavated in the early 1950’s that shows connections to both the Essenes and the scrolls.  Based on various dating methods, including carbon 14, paleographic and scribal, the Dead Sea Scrolls were written during the period from about 200 B.C. to 68 A.D. God has preserved the accuracy of the Bible through thousands of years.

6) The Early Church’s Unshakable Faith

Caius Plinius Secundus, known as Pliny the Younger, was born near Milan, Italy in A.D. 62. The historian Pliny, a close friend of Tacitus, served as a consul during the reign of emperor Trajan and was later appointed governor of the Roman provinces of Pontus and Bithynia [Turkey] in the period A.D. 101 to 110. He wrote to the emperor to request specific instructions about the interrogation of the Christians whom he was persecuting. In his Epistles X 96, he states that these Christian believers would not worship Emperor Trajan and would not curse their leader, Jesus Christ, even under extreme torture. Pliny wrote that the Christians were: 

“in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang in alternate verse a hymn to Christ as to a god, and bound themselves to a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft, adultery, never to falsify their word, not to deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up.”

Pliny described the Christians as people who loved the truth at any cost. It is difficult to believe that these people would willingly die for Jesus Christ if they knew and believed it was a lie. The martyrdom of thousands of these Christians was based on the fact that they knew the truth of the statements in the Gospels about Jesus and were willing to die as martyrs rather than deny their faith in Jesus as the Son of God.

7) The Rapid Spread Of Christianity
Tacitus, as a Roman government official and historian with access to the government archives of Rome, confirmed that Jesus was executed as a criminal under the authority of Pontius Pilate (who ruled Judea under the reign of Emperor Tiberius). He also declared that the Christians, who began in Judea and were now spreading throughout the empire, derived their worship and religion from the person known as Christ. He verified the explosive growth of this new religion within 32 years of Jesus' crucifixion.

“To suppress therefore the common rumour, Nero procured others to be accused, and inflicted exquisite punishments upon those people, who were in abhorrence for their crimes, and were commonly known as Christians. They had their denomination from Christus [Christ], who in the reign of Tiberius was put to death as a criminal by the procurator Pontius Pilate. This pernicious superstition, though checked for a while, broke out again, and spread, not only over Judea, the source of this evil, but reached the city [Rome] also.” (Annals of Imperial Rome, XV 44).

The Miraculous Survival Of The Jewish Nation Foretold In The Bible

In Jeremiah 30:11, Jeremiah prophesied 2600 years ago that God would save the Jews and destroy their enemies. Each of the mighty empires of the past - Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the Nazis, who conquered Israel and carried her Jewish citizens into slavery have themselves turned to dust. Each tried to destroy Israel and the Jews. And each has been destroyed, but not the Jews and not Israel.  The Jewish people, the least among the ancient nations of the Middle East, have survived throughout centuries, despite the overwhelming persecution and opposition against them. No other people in history have ever lost their national homeland for thousands of years, survived dispersion in more than 70 different nations for 20 centuries, and then returned to their ancient homeland and rebuilt it.  What other nation lost its national language for 20 centuries, only to recover it and teach its ancient language to millions of its returning exiles? The Bible's declaration that God made an eternal, unbreakable covenant with the Jews, through their father Abraham, has remained the guiding principle and focus of the Jewish people's survival against overwhelming odds for the last 3,500 years. God's covenant with Israel, as portrayed in the Bible, has been the motivating force behind the Jews remarkable survival as a distinct people, even when surrounded by Gentile cultures. In Leviticus 26:8, which reads, “five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword”, God proclaimed that the Jews would be disproportionately powerful. In 1948, Arab nations with a total population of 20 million sought to destroy Israel with its 600,000 Jews. The Jews won that and other wars since then. In 1967, Israel won a war in 6 days. Zechariah 8:13, Zechariah prophesied 2500 years ago that the Jews would be persecuted, but preserved. What other group has endured centuries of exile, persecution and genocide, only to find the strength to re-establish their homeland, as did the Jews in 1948? None.

The Indestructibility Of The Bible

Over 200 years ago, a skeptic, Voltaire said, "50 years from now the world will hear no more of the Bible." The very year the British museum paid a half a million dollars to the Russian government for one copy of a Bible manuscript, Voltaire's book sold in Paris for less than 8 cents.  In 303 AD Diocletian tried to destroy the Bible by ordering every copy burned. The Roman Imperial Government demanded that anybody who had any scripture and didn't turn it in would die. After many copies of Bibles were burned, and many Christians were killed, Diocletian erected a column over an exterminated bible that read "The name of the Christians has been extinguished". That was his declaration! 22 years later, Diocletian's predecessor, Constantine, enthroned the Bible as the infallible source of truth.

Isaiah 40:8 & 1 Peter 1:23  "The grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord endures forever."

Advanced Scientific Knowledge In The Bible Shows Divine Inspiration

“In the view of such harmony in the cosmos, which I, with my limited human mind, am able to recognize, there are yet people who say there is no God. But what makes me really angry is that they quote me for support of such views.” – Albert Einstein

Amazing Knowledge About The Earth

Isa 40:22  “He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers”

We know that even Christopher Columbus thought the earth was flat.  This passage was written long before him. Furthermore, Job 38: 12-14 clearly shows that God revealed that the earth spun on an axis as a clay vessel being turned on a potter’s wheel:  

Job 38:12-14 “It [the earth] is turned as clay to the seal”

Finally, the Bible claimed that the earth freely floated in space. Science then thought that the earth sat on a large animal. We now know that the earth has a free float in space:

Job 26:7 (written 3500 years ago): "He stretches out the north over the empty place, and hangs the earth upon nothing." 

Amazing Knowledge About The Ocean

Jonah 2:5-6 “The engulfing waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me……. To the roots of the mountains I sank down.”

Job 38:16: "Have you walked in the recesses [valleys] of the sea?"

Only in recent years has man discovered there are mountains and deep trenches in the ocean.  

Psalm 8:8: "And the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passes through the paths of the seas." 

Man discovered the existence of ocean currents in the 1850's, but the Bible mentioned oceanography 2,800 years ago.

Hydrological Weather Cycle

Ecclesiastes 1:7 “All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from,    there they return again.”

Throughout history, people thought that clouds were formed from lakes and rivers. Only God knew that clouds are formed by the evaporation from the ocean. This is the hydrological cycle of weather described way in advance.

The Atom As The Building Block

Hebrews 11:3 (2000 years ago): "… things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." 

The Bible claims that all creation is made of invisible material.  Science then was ignorant of the subject. We now know that the entire creation is made of invisible elements called “atoms.”

Blood Is The Life Source

Leviticus 17:11 (3000 years ago): "For the life of the flesh is in the blood." 

The Scriptures declare that blood is the source of life. Up until 120 years ago, sick people were “bled”, and many died because of the practice. We now know that blood is the source of life. If you lose your blood, you will lose your life.

Hygiene And Disease Control

Leviticus 15:13 (3000 years ago): "And when he that has an issue is cleansed of his issu … bathe his flesh in running water, and shall be clean." 

The Bible said that when dealing with disease, hands should be washed under running water. Up until 100 years ago doctors washed their hands in a basin of still water, resulting in the death of multitudes. The Encyclopedia Britannica documents that in 1845, a young doctor in Vienna named Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis observed a terrible death rate of women (up to 30%) who were dying after giving birth in hospitals. He noted that doctors would examine the bodies of those who had died, then, without washing their hands, go straight to the next wards and examine expectant mothers. This was their normal practice. The presence of microscopic diseases was unknown. Doctor Semmelweis insisted that doctors wash their hands before examinations, and the death rate immediately dropped down to 2%.

The First Antiseptic

Numbers 19:18 “Then a man who is ceremonially clean is to take some hyssop, dip it in the water and sprinkle the tent and all the furnishings and the people who were there. He must also sprinkle anyone who has touched a human bone or a grave.....or someone who has died a natural death.”

Hyssop oil has been shown to contain 50% antifungal and antibacterial agents.

The Law of Quarantine:

Lev 13:46 “All the days wherein the plague shall be in him … he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be.”

This command may have made little sense to primitive peoples with no knowledge of germs, but God knew that germs spread by contact and wanted to protect His people. Too bad the rest of the world didn't consider the biblical laws during the devastating Black Death of the 14th century. Only when they began to do so did the plague subside.

Circumcision And Blood Clotting

Genesis 17:10-12: “This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. …. For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised” 

Medical researchers recently discovered that the two main blood-clotting factors, Vitamin K and Prothrombim, reach their highest level, 110% of normal, on the 8th day after birth. These blood-clotting agents facilitate rapid healing and greatly reduce the chance of infection. Any Obstetrician will agree that a circumcision done earlier requires an injection of Vitamin K supplement.

Dietary Guidelines

By the 1980s, all the health organizations of the United States had adopted low-fat, high fiber dietary guidelines.  This was subsequent to numerous scientific studies demonstrating that diets high in vegetables, fruits, and grains reduced the risk of heart disease, cancer, etc.  Physicians generally agree that religious movements of the 1800s first developed these dietary guidelines that were producing longer life spans.  Where did they get their guidelines?  From the Bible.  It appears man has finally caught up to the dietary recommendations given by God to the Israelites 3500 years ago!

Traveling Rays Of Light
Job 38:19 (written 3500 years ago). "Where is the way where light dwells?" 

Modern man has only just discovered that light has a "way," involving motion traveling at 186,000 miles per second.

The Extinction Of The Dinosaur 
Why did the dinosaur disappear? This is something that has modern science mystified, but the Bible may have the answer (written 3500 years ago. God Himself is speaking): 

Job 40:15-24 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eats grass as an ox. Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of  his belly. He moves his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together. His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron. He is the chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his sword to approach unto him…. 

This was the largest of all creatures He made.  It was plant-eating (herbivorous). It had its strength in its hips. Its tail was like a large tree (a cedar). It had very strong bones. Its habitat was among the trees. It drank massive amounts of water.  Its nose pierced through snares. Job 40 (above) says, " . . . He that made him can make his sword approach to him." In other words, God caused this, the largest of all the creatures He had made, to become extinct. Most likely it was due to its inability to cope with the environmental effects of the flood after being released from Noah’s ark. Why didn’t the Bible call it a “dinosaur”?  The term "dinosaur" was not coined until 1842 by British comparative anatomist Richard Owen.  Other probable references to dinosaurs in scripture are the Leviathan (Job 41:1), Flying serpent (Isa 30:6), and Dragon (Psa 91:13).  The Hebrew word used for Dragon is Tanniyn (tan-neen'), which means dragon, dinosaur, serpent, sea monster, or river monster.  In fact, according to Genesis 1:21, God created the Tanniyn on the fifth day of creation. The King James Version uses the word "whales" while the NIV Bible uses "sea creatures". So dinosaurs probably existed with man. Pairs of all known extinct “dinosaurs” at a young age (Average size of a sheep) along with the other 35,000 estimated air breathing, land dwelling animals would have easily fit on the ark, having a capacity of 569 modern railroad stock cars. Too many people picture the ark as the fairy tale stories portray it. Is there scientific proof that Man and Dinosaurs co-existed? Yes.  In the late 1800s, Samuel Hubbard, honorary curator of archaeology at the Oakland, California, Museum of Natural History, was excavating ancient Indian dwellings in the Hava Supai Canyon in Arizona. On the walls of the canyon where the Indians’ ancestors once lived, Dr. Hubbard found elegant drawings of an elephant, an ibex, a dinosaur, and other animals. There is also a petroglyph in the Natural Bridges National Monument in Southeastern Utah that bears an amazing resemblance to a Brontosaurus. 

The Sun’s Orbit
Psalm 19:4-6: "In them has He set a tabernacle for the sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoices as a strong man to run a race. His [the sun's] going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it….." 

Bible critics have scoffed at these verses, saying that they teach that the sun revolves around the earth. Science told them that the sun was stationary. Then they discovered that the sun is in fact moving through space at approximately 600,000 miles per hour. It is traveling through the heavens and has a "circuit" just as the Bible says. It is estimated that its circuit is so large, it would take 200 million years to complete one orbit.

First Law Of Thermodynamics – Conservation Of Mass
Genesis 2:1 (after creation): "Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them." 

The Hebrew word used here is the past definite tense for the verb "finished," indicating an action completed in the past, never again to occur. The creation was "finished" -- once and for all. That is what the First Law of Thermodynamics says. It states that neither matter nor energy can be either created or destroyed. There is no "creation" ongoing today. It is "finished" exactly as the Bible states.

Second Law Of Thermodynamics – The Universe Is Running Down
Hebrews 1:10,11 (2000 years ago): ". . . And, You, Lord, in the beginning have laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of your hands: They shall perish; but you remain; and they all shall wax old as does a garment."

The Bible tells us that the earth is wearing out. This is what the Second Law of Thermodynamics states. This wasn't discovered by science until comparatively recently.  In fact the Second Law of Thermodynamics states that in a closed system with an irreversible process beginning at a finite point of time, the amount of available energy will decrease until it depletes, or “heat death” occurs.  This therefore proves that the universe, a closed system with the irreversible process of time, began at a finite time in the past (by God) and will reach “heat death” in a finite time in the future.  This shows that the argument of the atheist is illogical.  The atheist forces himself in the position to believe that the universe is all that there is and that it has always been here from an infinite time in the past.  Why? Because he doesn’t believe in a Creator, and therefore can’t believe in a “creation”.  The problem with this is, if the universe existed infinitely in time past, “heat death” would have already occurred according to the Second Law of Thermodynamics.  Therefore the atheist has one of two choices to make.  He must either accept the existence of a Creator, or reject the Second Law of Thermodynamics.

The Expansion Of The Universe

Isaiah 40:22 (2,800 years ago): "It is He that . . . stretches out the heavens as a curtain, and spreads them out as a tent…." 

Scientists are beginning to understand that the universe is expanding, or stretching out. At least seven times in Scripture we are clearly told that God stretches out the heavens like a curtain.

These examples of the supernatural knowledge of modern science in the Bible show that only God could have inspired the writing of this book.  So you can never say, “I can’t believe in the Bible and Christianity because I’m a scientist.” The following great scientists had no problem trusting the Bible as the Word of God: Isaac Newton, Faraday, Kelvin, Boyle, Pascal, Pasteur, Steno, Woodward, Kepler, Galileo, and many more.  

Fulfilled Biblical Prophecy

Biblical Prophecy is evidence Christians hold to validate the Bible's claims of Divine inspiration.  Prophecy is defined as a Divine declaration of events yet to pass. As natural man is unable to foresee future events, prophecy would be an acceptable evidence of Divine inspiration. The Bible, written by at least 40 authors over a period of at least 1,500 years, is comprised of 66 books. These 66 books claim to contain over 1,000 divinely inspired prophecies. We will examine a few...

Jesus’ Prophecy Of The Destruction Of The Temple In 70 AD:  Several sources of secular history tell us that Titus burned down the temple in 70 AD.  Jesus foretold this in Luke 19:41-44:

“As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you.”

Daniel 9:25 – The Exact Dating Of Christ’s Entry Into Jerusalem: A most compelling Biblical Prophecy is found in Daniel, chapter 9, verse 25. Written 500 years before the birth of Jesus Christ (the oldest preserved copy dating 200 years before the birth of Christ), it foretells the very day Christ would enter Jerusalem. The prophecy states: 69 weeks of years (69 x 7 = 483 years) would pass from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem, until the coming of the Messiah. This is according to the Babylonian 360-day calendar, since Daniel was written in Babylon during the Jewish captivity after the fall of Jerusalem. Thus, 483 years x 360 days = 173,880 days. According to records found by Sir Henry Creswicke Rawlinson in the Shushan (Susa) Palace, and confirmed in Nehemiah 2:1, this decree was made on March 14th, 445 BC, by Ataxerxes Longimanus. Exactly 173,880 days later, on April 6th, 32 AD, Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem upon a colt (fulfilling the prophecy in Zechariah 9:9). The world celebrates this day as Palm Sunday. 

Babylon Would Be Reduced To A Swampland:  In Isaiah 14:23, which was written between 701-681 BC, the prophet Isaiah said that Babylon, which had been a world power at two different times in history, would be brought to a humble and final end. It would be reduced to a swampland. After Cyrus conquered Babylon in 539 BC, the kingdom never again rose to power. The buildings of Babylon fell into a gradual state of ruin during the next several centuries. Archaeologists excavated Babylon during the 1800’s. Some parts of the city could not be dug up because they were under a water table that had risen over the years. Isaiah 14:23 states, “I will turn her into a place for owls and into swampland; I will sweep her with the broom of destruction, declares the Lord Almighty.” 

Other “Jesus” Prophecies (Old Testament Prophecy Verse and New Testament Fulfillment Verse)

	A descendant of Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3; 22:18; Matthew 1:1) 

Enter Jerusalem on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:4-9) 

Would cleanse the Temple (Malachi 3:1; Matthew 21:12-13) 

Herod´s killing of the infants (Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 2:16-18) 

Anointed by the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:2; Matthew 3:16-17)

Heralded by the messenger of the Lord (Isaiah 40:3; Matthew 3:1) 

Would minister in Galilee (Isaiah 9:1; Matthew 4:12-16) 

Of the house of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Matthew 1:1) 

Would rise from the dead!! (Psalm 16:10; Mark 16:6; Acts 2:31)

Would sit at the right hand of God (Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 1:3) 
	Would preach good news (Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:14-21) 

Taken to Egypt (Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:14-15)

Would be rejected by Jews (Psalm 118:22; I Peter 2:7) 

Die a humiliating death (Psalm 22; Isaiah 53)

Ascend into Heaven (Psalm 68:18; Acts 1:9) 

Born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:21-23) 

Would perform miracles (Isaiah 35:5-6; Matthew 9:35) 

Of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10; Luke 3:23, 33)

Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2;Luke 2:4-7) 




These are just a few of the Old Testament prophecies of the coming Messiah, written hundreds of years prior to Christ being born.  The odds of just 17 major prophecies being fulfilled is 1 chance in 480 billion * 1 billion * 1 trillion.

The 70 Year Captivity Of The Jews In Babylon & The Rebirth Of The Nation Israel On May 15, 1948: Jeremiah 25:11 foretells the 70 year captivity of Israel in Babylon: “This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”  The Babylonian army, did, in fact, conquer Israel in the spring of 606 BC.  The captivity ended exactly 70 years later, as prophesied, in 536 BC.  However, the revelation looked much further into the future.  Ezekiel 4:3-6 tells us, “390 days you [House of Israel] shall bear the iniquity of the House of Israel.  Then you shall bear the iniquity of Judah 40 days. I have laid on you a day for each year.”  So the total foretold punishment is: 390 years + 40 years = 430 years.  In history, we find that only a remnant of the Israelites chose to leave their homes in Babylon to travel 600 miles back to their destroyed colony.  The rest stayed in the Persian empire.  In addition, the ones who did return (Ezra 1:3) were of little faith.  Therefore, the 70 years were just the beginning of the 430 years they would continue to be punished. Therefore, 430 - 70 = 360 years of punishment remaining.  Many remained in modern day Iraq, Iran, and Afghanistan.  Looking back at Leviticus 26:25-28, we see that God told them, “If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile toward me, then in my anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will punish you for your sins seven times over."  So, 360 * 7= 2520 Biblical years.  As punishment God said, “I will scatter you among the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue you. Your land will be laid waste, and your cities will lie in ruins” (Lev 26:33). Using the standard Old Testament 360 day calendar, we need to convert back to calendar years as follows:  2520 * 360 days / 365.25 days = 2483.8 Calendar Days.  Therefore looking at the final math, we get the following results:   2483.8 (Calendar Days of punishment remaining) – 536.4 (Spring of 536 BC return from Babylon) + 1 (Year adjust since no year 0 between 1 BC and 1 AD)  =  1948.4 = May 15, 1948. Amazingly, Israel proclaimed itself an independent state on this exact date.  The British Mandate officially ended, making it possible.  A people scattered abroad for thousands of years became a nation again on May 15, 1948.  
The Fall Of Tyre:  Ezekiel 26, written in 586 BC, describes the fall of mainland Tyre to the armies of Nebuchadnezzar the following year. It further describes the events of Alexander the Great's siege against the island fortress of Tyre (.5 mile off the coast of mainland Tyre) 253 years later. The chapter describes how the invaders would tear down the ruins of mainland Tyre and throw it into the sea. That they would "scrape her dust from her and leave her as the top of a rock" (v4). That "they will lay your stones, your timber, and your soil in the midst of the water" (v12). "I will make you like the top of a rock; you shall be a place for spreading nets" (v14). Secular history records that Alexander the Great laid siege to the island fortress of Tyre in 332 BC. His army demolished mainland Tyre and threw it into the sea. In their effort to construct a causeway to the island, they scraped even the dust, leaving only bare rock. Historian Phillip Myers in his history textbook, General History for Colleges and High Schools (Boston, Ginn & Co.), writes, "Alexander the Great reduced Tyre to ruins in 332 BC. Tyre recovered in a measure from this blow, but never regained the place she had previously held in the world. The larger part of the site of the once great city is now as bare as the top of a rock; a place where the fishermen that still frequent the spot spread their nets to dry" (pg.55).

The Destruction Of Nineveh By Fire:  In Nahum 3:15, the prophet said that Nineveh would be destroyed by fire. Archaeologists excavated the site during the 1800’s and found a layer of ash covering the ruins. According to the Encyclopedia Britannica:  "…Nineveh suffered a defeat from which it never recovered. Extensive traces of ash, representing the sack of the city by Babylonians, Scythians, and Medes in 612 BC, have been found in many parts of the Acropolis. After 612 BC the city ceased to be important…" 

Nahum 3:15 There the fire will devour you; the sword will cut you down and, like grasshoppers, consume you…

Biblical Archaeology – The Places, People, And Miraculous Events Were Real

Ancient Civilization & The “Great Flood”: Biblical archaeology really begins with the Sumerian civilization of about 2500 BC. One of the most dramatic finds is the Sumerian King List, which dates to approximately 2100 BC. This collection of clay tablets and prisms is most exciting because it divides the Sumerian kings into two categories; those who reigned before the "great flood" and those who reigned after it. The lists are also dramatic because they include the ages of the kings before and after the "great flood," which show the same phenomenal life span changes mentioned in the Bible. Actually, records of a global flood are found throughout most ancient cultures. For instance, the Epic of Gilgamesh from the ancient Babylonians contains an extensive flood story. Discovered on clay tablets in locations such as Ninevah and Megiddo, the Epic even includes a hero who built a great ship, filled it with animals, and used birds to see if the water had receded.  There is a story spread throughout the Siberian region, talking about a man that built a ship and brought all the animals in. There is a myth among the people called 'Sagarai,' they say the man's name was "Noi." This is amazing, considering the fact that his name is “Noah” in the Bible.  Even among the people of Fiji, Hawaii and Altaics, there are myths about the flood. Even in India, Egypt, Scandinavia, China, Alaska, Brazil, Lithuania, Russia, myths can be heard of the flood and how it destroyed all mankind.  This clearly shows a common ancestry of all people as described in the Bible. (See Genesis 7-8).

Ancient Israelites:  Biblical archaeology then turns to the evidence for the early Israelites. The Merneptah Stele is an upright stone slab measuring over seven feet tall that contains carved hieroglyphic text dating to approximately 1230 BC. The Egyptian stele describes the military victories of Pharaoh Merneptah and includes the earliest mention of "Israel" outside the Bible. The stele establishes non-biblical evidence that the Israelites were already living as a people in ancient Canaan by 1230 BC and that the Exodus from Egypt must have occurred before that time, as the Bible claims. In addition to the Stele, a large wall picture was discovered in the great Karnak Temple of Luxor (ancient Thebes), which shows battle scenes between the Egyptians and Israelites. These scenes have also been attributed to Pharaoh Merneptah and date to approximately 1209 BC. The Karnak Temple also contains records of Pharaoh Shishak's military victories about 280 years later. Specifically, the Shishak Relief depicts Egypt's victory over King Rehoboam in about 925 BC, when Solomon's Temple in Judah was plundered. This is the exact event mentioned in 1 Kings 14 and 2 Chronicles 12 in the Bible. Below is the Biblical passage from 1 Kings 14:25-26:

“… in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem: And he took away the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house; he even took away all: and he took away all the shields of gold which Solomon had made.”

Cities Of Ancient Israel: Biblical archaeology finds its ultimate significance in the cities of ancient Israel:

Jericho (Joshua 6):  The initial entry point into the Promised Land for the Israelite people. Archaeology has now confirmed the location of this fortified city of walls and towers that guarded entry to the land of Canaan from the east.

Shechem (1 Kings 12:25):  An important city throughout the Old Testament, which Jeroboam made the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel in the 10th century BC. This City has been uncovered in archaeological excavations.

Dan (Judges 18): A Canaanite stronghold conquered by Israel (specifically, the tribe of Dan) around 1150 BC. The rebuilt city, which became the northern boundary of Israel, has delivered a wealth of artifacts with biblical importance.

Beersheba (1 Kings 4:25): The southern boundary of Israel that became a fortified city during the period of King Solomon. Excavations between 1969 and 1976 have revealed massive walls, gates, wells and storehouses consistent with biblical accounts.

Ancient Jerusalem During King David’s Reign (2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles): Was discovered and excavated between 1978 and 1985. Prior to this time, nothing apart from the Bible was known about King David's Jerusalem, which has now revealed a palace, towers and the famous Siloam spring.

Gibeah (Judges 19 & 1 Samuel 10-15): King Saul's capital city. The ancient ruins were discovered about three miles north of Jerusalem. Excavations have revealed Saul's fortress palace dated to about 1100 BC.

Megiddo (1 Kings 4:12): A Canaanite city conquered by Israel in the north. It was a walled fortress that sat on a hill near an expansive plain that witnessed many battles of historical significance. In the 900s BC, King Solomon fortified the city, and later in the 600s BC, King Josiah lost a battle to the Egyptians there. According to Revelation 16:16, Megiddo (also known as Armageddon) is the location for the final world battle, where Jesus Christ will defeat the forces of Satan and establish His glorious kingdom for all time.

The House Of David And Solomon's Temple:  In 1994 archaeologists discovered a stone inscription at the ancient city of Dan, which refers to the "House of David." The House of David Inscription (Tel Dan Inscription) is important because it's the first ancient reference to King David outside the Bible. Specifically, the stone is a victory pillar of a King in Damascus dated about 250 years after David's reign, which mentions a "king of Israel" and a king of the "House of David". Another important find is the House of Yahweh Ostracon, which is a pottery shaving dated to about 800 BC that contains a written receipt for a donation of silver shekels to Solomon's Temple. Written about 130 years after the completion of the Temple, this appears to be the earliest mention of Solomon's Temple outside the Bible. (see I & II Chronicles)

The Walls Of Jericho: During excavations of Jericho between 1930 and 1936, Professor John Garstang found one of the most incredible confirmations of the biblical record about the conquest of the Promised Land. The results were so amazing that he took the precaution of preparing a written declaration of the archeological discovery, signed by himself and two other members of his team. "As to the main fact, then, there remains no doubt: the walls fell outwards so completely that the attackers would be able to clamber up and over their ruins into the city." This fact is important because the evidence from all other archeological digs around ancient cities in the Middle East reveal that walls of cities always fall inwards as invading armies push their way into a city. However, in the account in Joshua 6:20, we read, "The wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city every man straight ahead, and they took the city." Only the supernatural power of God could have caused the walls to fall outward as described in Joshua 6.

The Tower Of Babel:  One of the most astonishing archeological finds has been the base of the "Tower of Babel" in Babylon (just south of Baghdad).  According to the inscription on the base of the remains of a tower, "A former king built [this tower], they reckon 42 ages past, but he did not complete its head. Since a remote time, people had abandoned it, without order expressing their words." Note the reference to the confusion of their language. We know from Genesis 11:2-8 that God scattered the people by confusing their language.

The Exodus And Miraculous Crossing Of The Red Sea:  On the shores of the Red Sea, at Wadi Sidri on the west side of the Sinai is a huge inscription written in a curious combination of Egyptian hieroglyphics and Hebrew letters. This inscription which covers a wall of stone about 100 feet high, was already considered ancient by historian Diodorus Siculus in 10BC. It relates the story of the miraculous crossing by the Israelites over a divided sea, followed by the mighty army of pharaoh submerged in the sea as the waters returned. The inscriptions describing the Exodus events, especially miraculous events, are written in the context of having actually witnessed the events. That is, as an original account rather than an attempt to copy passages of the Old Testament or to paraphrase these texts. The writers of those inscriptions, which vividly describe the major events of the Exodus, do not use any of the words or language that Moses uses to describe the same. In other words, they are obviously not inspired by Moses' writings from the Old Testament. They are plainly written in the context of independent witnesses to these events. No examples of Egyptian gods or similar symbols are found among these inscriptions as we have come to expect from Egyptian writers, even those few that contained specific illustrations. Nor is there any historical evidence of any group of Egyptians living in or around Sinai during the time the inscriptions were made.  Since the Hebrews had been slaves in Egypt for 490 years, this evidence points to the inscriptions being from the Egyptian-influenced Hebrews who escaped Egypt with Moses by the Hand of God (the Exodus). Following is a comparison of the inscriptions versus the actual Biblical Account:

Inscriptions:

#1 The wind blowing, the sea dividing into parts, they pass over.  #4  The Hebrews flee through the sea; the sea is turned into dry land. 

#5 The waters permitted and dismissed to flow, burst rushing unawares upon the astonished men, congregated from all quarters banded together to slay treacherously being lifted up with pride.  #10 The leader divides asunder the sea, its waves roaring. The people enter, and pass through the midst of the waters.   #41  Moses causes the people to haste like a fleet-winged she-ostrich crying aloud; the cloud shining bright, a mighty army propelled into the Red sea is gathered into one; they go jumping and skipping. Journeying through the open channel, taking flight from the face of the enemy. The surge of the sea is divided.   #23  The people flee, the tribes descend into the deep, The people enter the waters. The people enter and penetrate through the midst. The people are filled with stupor and perturbation. Jehovah is their keeper and companion.   #8  Their enemies weep for the dead, the virgins are wailing. The sea flowing down overwhelmed them. The waters were let loose to flow again.   #21 The people depart fugitive. A mighty army is submerged in the deep sea, the only way of escape for the congregated people.

Biblical Account (Exodus 14:21-30):

“And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.  And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,  And took off their chariot wheels, that they drove them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the Lord fought for them against the Egyptians. And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.  And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them. But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.”

Joseph And The Famine:  Other archeological records dating to about 1500 B.C. refer to the seven years of good and seven years of famine in Egypt. One of them specifically refers to Joseph, who it claims was in charge of distributing grain to the people, just as the Bible records in Genesis 41:47-57. This event was actually predicted beforehand by Joseph according to a dream the Egyptian Pharaoh had.  The prediction is in Genesis 41:28-32 (below):

“It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, but seven years of famine will follow them.……..The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.”

The James Ossuary: According to the Wall Street Journal, “The simplest explanation is the likeliest...the James ossuary is what it seems, the earliest recorded reference to Jesus of Nazareth.” An inscription has been found on an ancient bone box, called an ossuary, which reads “James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.” This container provides the first-ever archaeological discovery that corroborates Biblical references to Jesus. The Aramaic words etched on the box’s side show a cursive form of writing used only from about 10 to 70 A.D., according to noted paleographer André Lemaire, who verified the inscription’s authenticity. The ossuary has been dated to approximately 63 A.D. Lemaire details his full investigation in the November/December 2002 issue of Biblical Archaeology Review, the leading popular publication in its field. This important find shows us that Jesus was the brother of James and the son of Joseph, just as the Bible claims. This further strengthens the truth of the resurrection, because we now know that James truly was Jesus Christ’s brother. We also know, as recorded in Josephus’ Antiquities (mentioned earlier), that James was stoned for his belief in His brother actually being God. Why? Because he saw Him risen from the dead.
Archaeological Conclusion: These archaeological evidences show the reality of the people, places, and events in the Bible. Compare this to the Book of Mormon, which has absolutely ZERO archeological support for its supposed places and events that supposedly occurred in ancient America. Why not? Because the places and events were not real.

Scientific Support Of Biblical Creation And Global Flood Versus Evolution

“All material things seem to have been composed of the hard and solid particles above mentioned, variously associated in the first creation by the counsel of an intelligent Agent. For it became Him who created them to set them in order.  And if He did so, it’s unphilosophical to seek for any other origin of the world, or to pretend that it might arise out of a chaos by mere laws of nature.” – Sir Isaac Newton
Inconsistent Science: Although evolutionists state that life resulted from non-life, matter resulted from nothing, and humans resulted from animals, each of these is an impossibility of science. They break the laws of physics, probability, genetics, and sociology.  The probability of a chaotic pool of matter becoming an intelligent organism is similar to the probability of a tornado blowing through a pile of junk and forming it into a jet aircraft. George Gallup, a statistician, proves God statistically by stating, “take the human body alone, the chance that all the functions of the individual would just happen is a statistical monstrosity.” Evolutionists claim that it’s possible over billions of years.  This is a cop out.  Just to prove my point, consider one hemoglobin molecule in human blood, which consists of 20 amino acids, and therefore 10650 possible random combinations.  Let’s suppose the evolutionists were correct in saying the universe is 5 billion years old and let’s assume that the sequence of molecules randomly changes orientation 1000 times per second.  If you do the math, you’ll find that only 1067 possible combinations could take place in 5 billion years. So even 5 billion years isn’t even enough time to randomly generate one single hemoglobin molecule.  Evolution can also be seen to have insurmountable genetic inconsistencies. For example, mutations always result in bad or fatal flaws in living things and is therefore incapable of advancing an organism to a "higher-order". Organisms only reproduce organisms by the recombination of the pool of genes already available.  Spontaneous generation of new genes is “science fiction”. In terms of sociology, “Survival of the fittest” has severe logical inconsistencies.  It would tend to force the more unfit organism not to reproduce since that would create more organisms to fight for limited resources.

Missing Links:  Nine of the twelve popularly supposed hominids are actually extinct apes/ monkeys and not part human at all. For example, the classic “Lucy” was a chimpanzee.  A knee joint was found 2 miles away, 200 feet deeper in the earth.  Assuming it was hers, they concluded that she must have been able to walk upright. The final three supposed hominids put forth by evolutionists are actually modern human beings and not part monkey / ape at all.  For example, the supposed “Neanderthal Man” was found to be a man that had rickets.  The “Nebraska Man” was based on a single tooth, later to be determined an extinct pig tooth.  The “Piltdown Man” was a hoax.  The skull was that of a man while the jawbone was that of an orangutan.  Therefore, all twelve of the supposed hominids can be explained as being either fully monkey/ape or fully modern human but not as something in between.  What does these leave evolutionists with?  NO transitional evidence and NO support for evolution. Charles Darwin himself stated, “As by this theory innumerable transitional forms must have existed, why do we not find them embedded in countless numbers in the crust of the earth?”

Fossils, Geology, & Dating Methods:  The rock strata finds (layers of buried fossils) are better explained by a universal flood than by evolution. E. Clark and Henry Voss have demonstrated the scientific validity of such a flood providing the smooth sedimentary layering we see on every continent.  Smooth sedimentary layers are formed by water.  In addition, many layers are saturated with "polystrata fossils" (fossils extending from one geologic layer to another) that tie all the layers to one time-frame (ie the Flood) rather than over millions of years. Smooth bent rock layers and fossil graveyards also indicate a global flood, as the Bible portrays. In fact, the top 3,000 feet of Mount Everest is made up of sedimentary rock packed with seashells and other ocean-dwelling animals. Petrified clams in the closed position (found all over the world) testify to their rapid burial while they were still alive, even on the top of Mount Everest. With respect to dating methodology, the Genesis flood would have greatly upset the 14C/12C ratio, which is used for Carbon 14 dating. The flood buried a huge amount of carbon (plants, animals, etc.), which became coal and oil, lowering the total 12C in the biosphere.  The total 14C is also proportionately lowered at this time, but no terrestrial process regenerates any more 12C while 14C is continually being produced. Therefore, the 14C/12C ratio in plants/animals/the atmosphere before the flood had to be lower than what it is now. So any organism older than the great flood would get an extremely skewed age.  In addition, other dating methods, such as radiometric dating, have such proven major variations between results of different radioactive elements, forcing scientists to play the radiometric “dating game” by picking the element that gives them the expected age of the geologic column the fossil was found in.  Harold Coffin, when describing Trees buried in an eruption of Mount Rangotito in the Auckland Bay area of New Zealand, said, “The carbon-14 age of the buried trees is only 225 years, but some of the overlying volcanic material has a 465,000-year potassium-argon age.” In addition, scientist John Woodmorappe gives over 300 sets of dates “that are in gross conflict with one another and with expected values for their indicated paleontological positions” in his book, Studies in Flood Geology. If geology tells us that dinosaurs lived millions of years ago, how is it that a team at Montana University studying a Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton (unearthed in 1990 in the U.S.), found hemoglobin and the still-recognizable shapes of red blood cells which were not fossilized.  Mary Schweitzer, the scientist most involved, was amazed that the dinosaur was not nearly as old as they had thought.  As one final example, evolutionist Dr. Albert G. Ingalls, the state geologist of Kentucky, was working in the coal veins in Kentucky and nearby states he stumbled across human-like footprints embedded in the coal veins of those states. Coal is supposed to have been laid down during the Carboniferous period, which supposedly preceded mankind by 250 million years according to the geologic timetable. A.E.Wilder-Smith, of the United Nations, examined the tracks and verified that they were definitely human. In the January 1940 issue of Scientific American, under the title of "The Carboniferous Mystery", Ingalls wrote: “If man……existed as far back as in the carboniferous period in any shape, then the whole science of geology is so completely wrong that all geologists will resign their jobs and take up truck driving.”

Population Problem:  The world’s population growth rate in recent times is about 2% per year. Practical application throughout human history would be about half that number, since wars, disease, famine, and natural disasters have wiped out approximately a third of the population on average every 82 years. Starting with 8 people, the number surviving the Great Flood ~4500 years ago according to the Bible, applying a 1% growth rate from that time would give a total human population at just under six billion people (today’s population). However, application on an evolutionary time scale runs into major difficulties. Starting with one "couple" just 41,000 years ago would give us a total population of 2 x 1089.9.  If this were the case, we would be walking around on a trillion times a trillion times a trillion skeletal remains of prior human civilizations.  Where are the trillions of people that would exist today? 

Jesus Christ – The Universal Example

Why is it that all major world religions include Jesus?  Why do Hindus have Him on their list of gods? Why do Muslims consider Him a great prophet?  Why do Buddhists acknowledge Him as a great teacher?  Why does the Baha’i faith glorify Christ?  He is the epitome of perfection and the standard of holiness and love. We must not base Christ on the church’s historical misrepresentation of Him.  We must look at the Word of God to see who He is.  When searching the Word of God, you will not find someone like Mohammed, who had multiple wives, approved of adultery, and promised his followers strong drink and orgies in Heaven.  Nor will you find a Guatama (Buddha), who abandoned his wife and child and disappeared in the wilderness, helplessly roaming in search of wisdom.  You will find a loving, pure, humble man; a man of compassion and selfless love; a man full of truth. The following list from Torrey’s Topical Textbook shows the wonderful attributes (with verse references) Christ portrays in scripture:

	· True:  John 1:14; 7:18; 1 John 5:20

· Just:  Zechariah 9:9; John 5:30; Acts 22:14

· Guileless:  Isaiah 53:9; 1 Peter 2:22 

· Sinless: John 8:46; 2 Corinthians 5:21  

· Spotless: 1 Peter 1:19

· Innocent:  Matthew 27:4

· Harmless:  Hebrews 7:26

· Resisting temptation: Matthew 4:1-10

· Obedient to God the Father:  John 4:34; 15:10

· Meek:  Isaiah 53:7; Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 11:29

· Lowly in heart:  Matthew 11:29 

· Resigned:  Luke 22:42

· Forgiving: Luke 23:34
	· Altogether lovely: Solomon 5:16 

· Holy:  Luke 1:35; Acts 4:27; Revelation 3:7 

· Righteous:  Isaiah 53:11; Hebrews 1:9

· Good:  Matthew 19:16

· Faithful: Isaiah 11:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:24

· Merciful:  Hebrews 2:17

· Patient: Isaiah 53:7; Matthew 27:14

· Long-suffering: 1 Timothy 1:16

· Compassionate: Isaiah 40:11; Luke 19:41

· Benevolent: Matthew 4:23,24; Acts 10:38

· Loving:  John 13:1; 15:13

· Self-denying:  Matthew 8:20; 2 Corinthians 8:9

· Humble:  Luke 22:27; Philippians 2:8


The Personal Experience Of The Living Word

Finally we must not forget the victory that Christians have received from the Biblical message.  The Bible completely explains all of the questions no one can answer: Creation, the reason for pain and suffering, the reason why there are so many religions, the reason for diverse races of people, the reason people have a conscience, the reason why material success doesn’t bring true joy, etc.  No other “sacred” book answers these important questions.  In addition, God’s Word has touched peoples’ lives.  It has changed lives of people like 2 Corinthians 5:17 promises, when it states that old things pass away and all becomes new.  Millions of testimonies of answered prayers (ie. healings, material provision, peace in trials, protection, resolution of relationships, deliverance from strongholds) attest to the reliability of James 5:16, which states, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much”.  When people realize they are sinners and repent before God, there is a sudden lifting of the burden of guilt (Heb 10:22).  Christians have proven that God can help us be set apart, able to live a more holy life (Rom 12:1), able to love our enemies (Mt 5:44), able to overcome the power of sin (Lk 10:19), and walk by faith (2 Cor 5:7).  Thousands of broken families have been reunited due to God’s Word because the Word tells us that the God is love and love unites brokenness.  Alcohol, drug, and pornography addicts have instantly been freed from their bondage because the Word of God proclaims that Christians will no longer be slaves to sin (Rom 6:6).  Christians are assured of God’s love for them and their eternal state glory promised in the Bible (Rom 8:18).  God is faithful to His Word because He promised that His Word shall not return unto Him void but shall accomplish that which He sent it for (Isaiah 55:11).  He sent it for me and for you!  It is truth!  It is life changing! It is life!

Sources

	Islam and Christianity
	The Koran vs. The Bible:A Comparison of the Christian Scriptures with the Teachings of Muhammad, 2001 Diane S.Dew http://dianedew.com/islam.htm


	Buddhism


	Huston Smith, The World’s Religions, Peter Smith Publishing; December 1992

2003 RBC Ministries-Grand Rapids MI, 49555-0001,  World Religions http://www.gospelcom.net/rbc/questions/religion/buddhism/bud.shtml


	Hinduism
	Hinduism - A Christian Perspective, Rick Rood, 1997-1998  1994 Probe Ministries http://wri.leaderu.com/orgs/probe/docs/hindu2.html


	Bible History and Non-Biblical Validation


	Non-Biblical Validation, http://www.the-case-for-christ.com/
The Case for Christ: A Journalist's Personal:  Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998.

Dead Sea Scrolls   - A Compelling Find, http://www.dead-sea-scrolls.net/
Christian Faith - The Early Record, http://www.christian--faith.com/
Book Comparison Table extracted from Josh McDowell, A Ready Defense, page 45.



	Survival of Jews
	Grant Jeffrey Minstries on-line, http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/the_miracle.htm


	Scientific Facts
	Scientific Facts in The Bible, Living Water Publications

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/scientific_facts_in_the_bible.html
Advanced Medical Knowledge,

 http://evolutionfairytale.com/bibleevidences/medical.htm


	Biblical Prophecies
	Biblical Prophecy - Divinely Inspired.  http://www.biblical-prophecy-1.com/
Messianic Prophecy List - http://www.messianic-prophecy.net/
Signature of God, Grant R. Jeffrey, W Publishing Group; (September 1998)



	Archeology & Creation/Flood Vs Evolution
	Biblical Archeology:  http://www.biblical-archaeology.net/
Startling Archeological Discoveries, http://www.douknow.net/ath_arch_evidence1.htm
First 9 evidences against evolution:

Top Evidences Against the Theory of Evolution, Doug LaPointe

Calvary Academy, East County Line Road, Lakewood, NJ: http://emporium.turnpike.net/C/cs/top.htm
Carbon Dating:

Dating Methods Controversy Discussion - EvC Forum, www.evcforum.net/ubb/Forum3/HTML/000006-2.html
Population on and Polystyrate fossils:

Evidence For Creation, www.creationevidence.org
The Evidence Bible, Ray Comfort, Bridge-Logos Publishers, 2003.

Sensational Dinosaur Blood Report, Carl Wieland, Creation 19(4):42–43, Sept–Nov 1997
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/7234/sinai2.html
Evidence Of Jesus Written In Stone, Ossuary Of Jesus’ Brother Backs Up Biblical Accounts; The Biblical Archaeology Society, 

http://www.bib-arch.org/bswb_BAR/bswbbar2806f1.html
Footprints in the Coal - www.apologeticspress.org/rr/reprints/hsc0304.pdf



	Resurrection
	Evidence for the Resurrection, Josh Mcdowell, 1992;

http://www.leaderu.com/everystudent/easter/articles/josh.html


	Jesus’ Attributes
	Torrey’s Topical Textbook, Sword of the Lord Publishers, August 2000.




3

